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CIRCULARS  TO  THE  TRADE. 

On  January  28, 1893,  we  shall  give  advertisers  an  oppo  r- 
tunity  for  distributing  circulars  to  the  trade  in  the  most 
effective  and  profitable  maaner  known — viz.,  by  stitching 
them  up  in 

Oub  Winter  Issue.  •  ' 

This  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  pre- 
sent all  the  attractiveness  which  has  characterised  and 
made  previous  issues  so  popular.  The  publisher  is  now 
booking  orders  for  the  insertion  of  circulars,  and  he  will 
furnish  particulars  and  terms  on  application.  It  is  none 
too  soon  to  begin  preparing  circulars.  The  close  of  the 
year  will  show  what  branches  of  business  it  is  desirable  to 
push  in  the  spring,  and  the  start  cannot  be  given  better  than 
by  a  business- like  circular.  The  repeat-orders  which  we 
receive,  and  the  new  business  which  our  advertisers  have 
drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  are  the  best  evidence  of 
the  sterling  value  of  the  circulation  which  we  provide. 


The  trial  of  Geddes  v.  Stephens  has  resulted  in  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  for  300Z. 

"Christmas  Numbers"  is  a  collection  of  notes  on 
chemists'  calendars,  &c,  received  by  the  Editor. 

A  trade- mark  case  between  rival  claimants  to  the  right 
of  making  Burgess's  "  Lion  "  lemedies  is  leported. 

A  Walworth  chemist  has  been  committed  for  trial  at 
the  Old  Bailey  on  a  charge  of  receiving  stolen  property. 

We  give  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Burbidge,  as  he  was 
known  when  he  was  taking  an  active  part  in  his  firm's 
affairs. 

We  print  abstracts  of  some  more  letters  on  "  Chemists 
Wives  and  Chemists'  Assistants,"  for  which  there  was  no 
room  last  week. 

From  a  chemical  investigation  in  the  Pharmaceutical 
Research  Laboratory  it  appears  that  caffeine  from  tea  is 
identical  with  that  from  coffee. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy, 
M.  Portes,  the  President,  read  an  important  paper  on  pepsins, 
in  which  subject  he  is  an  expert. 

In  connection  with  the  publicati  or  of  the  "  Year-book  of 
Pharmacy,"  we  make  some  suggestions  with  the  view  to  the 
conference  retaining  a  hold  on  its  members. 

Edinburgh  assistants  have  finished  their  discussion  on 
Professor  Charteris's  Pharmacopoeia  proposals,  but  have  added 
little  to  what  has  been  already  published. 

The  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  dis- 
cussed, not  favourably,  the  Birmingham  proposal  for  the  re- 
constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  &c. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Mason  was  entertained  to  dinner  by  his  London 
pharmaceutical  friends  in  the  Cafe  Rov  al  on  Tuesday  evening. 
He  leaves  for  the  States  next  week.    We  give  his  portrait. 

The  wife  of  a  chemist,  formerly  of  Newark  now  in 
London,  has  eloped  from  him,  and  now  stands  accused, 
along  with  her  young  man,  of  appropriating  her  husband's 
money  and  goods. 

A  representative  of  this  journal  has  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Renter,  agent  for  Mr.  Miihlens,  tb  Cologne  per- 
fumer, who  has  opened  a  shop  in  New  Dond  Street  for  the 
purpose  of  advertising  his  goods. 

Cheap  sulphate  of  iron  has  of  late  been  obtained  rrom 
galvanising  "  pickle."  We  report  one  of  the  inconveniences 
of  the  industry,  a  Wolverhampton  firm  bavirjg  been  fined  for 
allowing  the  treated  "pickle  "  to  run  into  the  public  sewers. 

A  prosecution  of  grocers  in  Sligo,  under  the  Irish  Phar- 
macy Acts,  has  been  commenced  by  tbe  police  for  selling 
Fellows's  syrup,  which,  it  is  alleged,  thev,  not  being  phar- 
maceutical chemists  or  registered  druggists,  are  not  entitled 
to  sell. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  papers  were  read  on  the  volatile  oil  of 
Atherosperma  moschata  and  koumiss,  and  tbe  discussion 
on  Pharmacopoeia  revision  was  concluded.  We  report  the 
proceedings. 

A  "cutting"  chemist  near  tbe  Paris  Bastille  has  in- 
flamed the  ire  of  the  students  attending  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  who  have  demonstrated  n.-fore  his  shop,  held  an 
uproarious  meeting  at  their  college.  r;nd  exciied  the  sym- 
pathy of  Le  Temps  in  favour  of  the  persecuted  chemist, 
whom  our  Paris  representative  has  inierviewed. 

A  curious  case  under  the  Sale  of  F  >ud  and  Drugs  Act 
is  reported  from  Nottingham.  The  borough  analyst  there 
had  reported  that  a  certain  sample  of  laudanum  contained 
216  per  cent,  of  morphine  (B.P.  about  -754  par  rent.).  The 
wholesale  firm  who  supplied  the  laudanum  found  in  it  -872 
per  cent,  of  morphine.  Mr.  Otto  Hefner,  to  whom  the  de- 
fendant's sealed  sample  was  sent,  found  it  to  correspond 
with  the  B.P.,  and  the  Somerset  H»u-  chemists  reported. 
•600  per  cent. 
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Conducted  by  Rich  a  hp  J.  Moss,  F.O.S.,  F.I.O. 


All  communications  in  regard  to  this  "  Cornet  "  should  be  addressed  to  "  The 
Editor,  The  Ohemist  a>"D  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.," 
toilh  the  words  "  Corner  for  Students  "  on  the  left  top  comer.  No  other 
communication  whatever  should  lie  enclosed.  Same  and  address  must 
be  given  in  every  instance,  whether  a  nom  de  plume  is  used  or  not. 


The  Six  Months'  Competition. 
Ai>  briefly  reported  last  week,  Mr.  Walton  Porter,  of  White- 
haven, comes  out  at  the  top  of  the  poll.    As  the  result  of 
his  exercises  during  the  past  sis  months  he  has  obtained  an 
aggregate  of  560  marks.    Those  who  follow  him  are — 

W.  Tiltman  ["  Zirconium  "],  Harrow  Green,  N.W.,  549  ; 
W.  Harrington  ["  Belladonna "],  27  King  Street,  White- 
haven, 546. 

No  others,  except  "  John ''  (542),  came  up  to  540.  These 
figures  are  lower  than  those  obtained  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  when  Mr  W.  Tiltman  carried  off  the  aggregate 
prize  with  574  marks.  To  each  of  those  named  above  we 
present  a  certificate. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the  names  o£  ali  the  prize- 
takers  during  the  year.    They  are — 

"'Athey,  G.  H.   January,  1st  prize. 

Brown,  Alexander  ..  March,  2nd  prize. 

Churchyard,  A.  E.  ..  Jnne.  2nd  prize. 

CHeland,  A.  H   October,  1st  prize. 

~  Hare,  J.  A  1st  prize  in  Ma.ch  and  August;  2nd  prize  in 

July. 

Hedges,  W.  H  May,  2Dd  prize. 

~"Leighton,  A.  E  April,  1st  prize. 

Harsken,  W   February,  2nd  prize. 

~~  Fetter,  W  1st  prize  in  July;  2nd  prize  in  August  and 

September  ;  and  aggregate  prize. 

Hose,  J   April.  2nd  prize. 

Stephens,  S   November,  2nd  prize. 

Thorpe,  A.  M  January.  2nd  prize. 

'   Tiltman,  W  1st  prize  in  May  and  December;  2nd  prize  in 

September  ;  and  aggregate  prize. 

 Udale,  G.  W  February,  1st  prize. 

Vogt,  G  1st  prize  in  September  and  November ;  and  2nd 

prize  in  October. 
Wandless,  W.  H. .. June,  1st  prize. 

The  results  are  decidedly  satisfactory,  and,  considering 
that  several  gentlemen  continue  to  compete  after  they  have 
distinguished  themselves,  it  is  surprising  that  as  many  as 
sixteen  have  secured  one  or  other  of  the  monthly  prizes. 

Exeecises  foe  1893. 
We  shall  continue  the  "  Corner  "  on  the  present  lines  next 
year.  Each  month  first  and  second  prizes  of  books  will  be 
awarded  by  the  Proprietors  of  The  Chemist  and  Dbug- 
GIST;  who  also  offer  Mendeleefs  "Principles  of  Chemistry," 
or  Fresenius's  "  Chemical  Analysis — Qualitative  and  Quanti- 
tative,'' to  the  student  who  obtains  the  largest  number  of 
marks  in  the  "  Corner  for  Students  "  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year.  Competitors  will  please  use  the  same 
names  or  norm  de  plume  throughout  the  six  months.  Cer- 
tificates will  be  presented  to  those  students  who  seoure  first, 
second,  and  third  places  when  the  marks  for  the  series  are 
totalled.    The  following  is  Mr.  Moss's 

Repobt  foe  Decembeb. 
The  subject  of  the  last  exercise  was  a  mixture  containing 
75  parts  ammonium  alum,  15  of  potassium  chlorate,  and  10 


of  manganese  nitrate.    The  calculated  composition  of  100 


parts  was — 

Mn    1-92 

Al   -  4-55 

K  ..    _  4-78 

NH.    2-98 

C10s    10-22 

SO„    31-75 

N03  ..                              ..      ..  4-32 

H„_0    ..  39-48 


1C0  CO 

There  was  no  impurity  present  in  notable  quantity.  The 
number  of  packets  of  the  mixture  of  salts  sent  to  applicants 
was  ninety-two,  and  the  number  of  reports  received  sixty- 
five.  The  list  of  failures  to  be  recorded  this  time  is  larger 
than  usual,  the  number  of  omissions  in  the  detection  of  the 
several  constituents  being  as  follows : — Manganese,  32 ; 
aluminium,  2  ;  potassium,  2  ;  ammonium,  16 ;  chloric  radicle, 
31 ;  sulphuric  radicle,  0  ;  nitric  radicle,  56. 

It  is  remarkable  that  out  of  the  large  number  of  reports 
received  this  time  there  was  only  one  in  which  the  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture  were  correctly  reported.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  student  who  compiled  the  report,  it  was 
only  by  accident  that  his  result  was  correct,  so  that  he  does 
not  head  the  list. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  above  that  the  dif- 
ficult point  in  this  exercise  was  the  detection  of  the  nitric 
radicle.  The  difficulty  arose  entirely  from  the  presence  of  a 
chlorate  in  much  larger  quantity.  The  chlorate  was  de- 
tected by  more  than  half  of  our  correspondents,  but  very 
few  realised  the  fact  that  it  interfered  with  the  usual  tests 
for  nitrates.  Most  of  these  tests  depend  upon  the  reduction 
of  the  nitrogen  compound  from  a  high  to  a  low  state  of 
oxidation,  with  the  production  of  colour  phenomena.  The 
most  important,  and  the  most  familiar,  reaction  relied  upon 
for  the  detection  of  the  nitric  radicle  is  the  ferrous  sulphate 
test.  In  this  test  the  nitric  acid  is  reduced  by  the  ferrous 
sulphate,  and  the  nitric  oxide  produced  enters  into  com- 
bination with  the  ferrous  sulphate  present  in  excess  of 
that  required  to  effect  the  reduction.  The  compound  pro- 
duced is  the  dark- coloured  body  which  gives  rise  to  the  well- 
known  coloured  ring.  Now,  a  little  reflection  will  show  that 
a  reaction  of  this  kind  cannot  take  place  in  the  presence  of 
a  very  active  oxidising  agent  —  such  as  a  chlorate  — 
unless  its  quantity  is  relatively  small.  The  problem,  then, 
was  to  devise  a  method  by  which  the  nitrate  could  be  de- 
tected without  the  interference  of  the  chlorate.  A  method 
which  will  be  found  in  some  text-books  depends  upon  the 
decomposition  of  the  chlorate  by  ignition.  In  order  to  apply 
this  method,  it  was  necessary  to  mix  the  powder  with 
potassium  or  sodium  carbonate,  as  the  powder  possessed  an 
acid  reaction,  and  the  alum  present  was  partly  decomposed 
with  the  liberation  of  sulphuric  acid  on  ignition.  With  this 
precaution  the  method  worked  very  well ;  the  chlorate  was 
converted  into  a  chloride,  and  the  nitrate  into  a  nitrite, 
which  was  detected  by  any  of  the  ordinary  tests.  Perhaps 
a  more  satisfactory  method  was  that  depending  upon  the 
conversion  of  the  nitrogen  of  the  nitrate  into  ammonia.  To 
effect  this  change  the  aqueous  solution  of  the  powder  was 
boiled  with  sodium  hydrate  until  all  the  ammonia  present 
was  expelled.  On  slightly  cooling  the  liquid,  and  adding 
metallic  aluminium,  or  zinc  and  iron  filings,  there  was  a 
fresh  evolution  of  ammonia,  clearly  indicating  that  the 
original  solution  contained  either  a  nitrate  or  a  nitrite  ;  that 
it  was  not  a  nitrite  was  proved  at  once  by  Griess's  test.  This 
test,  which  is  now  extensively  used  in  the  analysis  of  water, 
depends  upon  the  yellow  colour  that  is  produced  when 
metaphenylene-diamine  is  added  to  an  acidulated  solution 
of  a  nitrite. 
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Markt  Awarded  for  Analyset : — 


W.  Tiltman  (1st  prize) 

90  j 

Ornum     ..  ., 

„  68 

Walton  Porter  (2nd,  and  special 

89 

Epsilon  .. 

..  67 

88 

(jee  . 

88 

87 

H.  Bowden        ..  •* 

87 

87 

86 

86 

85 

86 

_  60 

85 

85 

Belladonna         . .       . »  •* 

81 

D.  N.  Fullerton 

60 

83 

Moyhitt    ..       ..               . . 

82 

81 

KCy         ..  ^. 

..  57 

80 

C.  E.  Ashby 

H.  McL.  E.        ..  ~ 

79 

77 

76 

R.  B.  Carnegie    ..  .. 

75 

55 

75 

75 

E.  C.  Angel 

«  54 

F.  P.  A.  Tunbridge 

75 

75 

H.  P   ~ 

73 

72 

..  43 

70 

70 

A.  Lander . .       . .       _  M 

69 

Phenol  Phthalein 

63 

TO  C0RBESPONDENT3. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to  write 
at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select,  and  stating  how 
they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  act  gr«atly  exceeding 
half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  maybe  taken 
as  second  prize. 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
writers. 

W.  Tiltman. — Your  method  of  ignition  for  the  detection  of  the  nitrate 
was  quite  right,  but  the  production  of  a  nitrite  by  the  operation  should 
have  been  borne  in  mind. 

W.  Porter. — The  acid  character  of  the  mixture,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
action of  its  solution  with  litmus-paper,  should  have  been  considered 
before  igniting  it  to  convert  the  chlorate  into  a  chloride. 

Pepsine. — You  relied  upon  the  absence  of  red  fumes  when  the  powder 
was  ignited  as  a  proof  of  the  absence  of  a  nitrate.  The  production  of 
nitrous  fumes  is  due  to  the  reduction  of  the  nitric  acid  to  a  lower  oxide — 
a  reaction  you  could  not  expect  to  take  place  In  the  presence  of  an  excess 
of  one  of  the  most  active  oxidising  agents. 

H.  Bowden. — You  will  find,  if  you  try  the  experiment,  that  a  chlorate 
in  excess  prevents  the  production  of  the  brown  ring  ia  the  ferrous-sulphate 
test  for  nitric  acid. 

OoGito. — In  heating  the  powder  the  alum  was  partially  decomposed  and 
the  liberated  sulphuric  acid  more  or  less  expelled  the  other  acids  present. 
To  prevent  this  result  the  powder  should  have  been  previously  mixed  with 
an  alkaline  carbonate. 

Belladonna. — When  the  solution  of  the  mixture  was  warmed  with  sul- 
phuric acid  the  gas  evolved  was  distinctly  a  chlorine  compound :  it  bore  no 
resemblance  in  smell  to  any  nitrogen  compound. 

W.  Hood.— Compare  the  reactions  of  »  chlorate  with  strong  sulphuric 
acid  with  those  of  a  nitrate  similarly  treated,  and  observe  the  marked 
difference.  Very  little  chlorate  should  be  used,  as  there  is  risk  of  an  ex- 
plosion. 

Moyhitt.— With  strong  sulphuric  acid  the  original  powder  gave  a  very 
well  mark  ed  reaction  for  chlorates,  the  acid  turned  deep  yellow,  and  there 
was  a  strong  smell  of  chlorine  dioxide. 

O.  S.  R.— The  supposed  precipitate  of  silver  bromide  would  not  hav6 
been  produced  if  the  experiment  had  been  properly  performed.  Possibly 
it  wa3  sulphate  or  carbonate,  owing  to  a  sufficiency  of  nitric  acid  not 
having  been  added. 

Iodoform.— Some  more  distinctive  test  for  a  hypochlorite,  such  as  the 
action  of  the  solution  on  mercury,  should  have  been  tried  before  deciding 
that  it  was  present. 

H.  McL.  E— The  ammonium  present  was  verv  easily  detected.  It  is 
strange  that  you  did  not  succeed.  With  a  sufficiency  of  ammonium 
chloride  very  little  manganese  was  thrown  down  by  ammonium  hydrate. 


Possibly  yon  did  not  allow  sufficient  time  for  the  complete  precipitation 
of  the  manganese  as  sulphide ;  with  dilute  solutions  some  time  is 
required. 

T.  Brown. — The  question  you  ask  about  the  detection  of  a  nitrate  in  the 
presence  of  a  chlorate  is  answered  above. 

T.  K.— Your  supposed  calcium  citrate  was  in  reality  sulphate. 

Nemo.— Your  name  and  address  should  accompany  every  communica- 
tion. 

J.  Eose. — It  was  a  grave  omission  not  to  notice  the  stroDg  smell  o£ 
chlorine  dioxide  when  strong  sulphuric  acid  acted  upon  the  powder. 

Danwek.— It  would  appear  that  you  did  not  suspect  the  presence  of  a 
chlorate.   Some  of  the  reactions  were  like  those  of  a  bromide. 

A.  Lander. — Your  suspicion  that  another  acid  was  present  turned  out 
to  be  right.  A  lead  compound  could  scarcely  be  present  in  ever  so  small 
quantity  in  a  mixture  of  salts  so  readily  and  completely  soluble  in  water 
and  containing  a  sulphate. 

Brevity.— It  is  well  to  .be  brief,  but  not  at  the  cost  of  accuracy.  Your 
analysis  was  by  no  means  exhaustive.  You  showed  certain  substances 
to  be  present,  but  you  did  not  prove  that  they  were  the  only  constituent 
of  the  mixture. 

Ichabod. — A  salt  heated  with  other  substances  may  behave  very  dif- 
ferently from  the  way  it  behaves  when  heated  alone.  In  this  case,  owing 
to  the  presence  of  the  alum,  the  chlorate  was  submitted  to  an  action 
similar  to  that  with  free  sulphuric  acid  whenjthe  mixture  was  heated.  The 
text-books  you  mention  ought  to  suffice  for  your  purpose.  For  advanced 
work  the  last  edition  of  "  Fresenius's  Qualitative  Analysis  "  is  one  of  the 
best  books. 

Gloxoin. — You  must  be  careful  to  distinguish  charring  from  other 
changes  of  colour  on  heating.  The  change  you  observed  in  this  case  was 
not  in  the  least  suggestive  of  charring. 

Orexlv. — You  quite  overlooked  the  possible  presence  of  ammonium. 

Victory.— In  describing  your  test  for  ammonium,  you  say :  "  Heated 
with  CaO  and  moistened  with  H.O,  no  odour ;  absence  of  NH,."  It  doe3 
not  appear  at  what  stage  of  this  unusual  experiment  you  made  the  ob- 
servation that  there  was  no  odour  of  ammonia. 

F.  W.  G. — We  recommend  you  to  practise  the  analysis  of  mixtures  of 
salts  containing  about  1  per  cent.  o£  ammonium  until  you  can  detect  it 
with  absolute  certainty. 

Calcium.  —  The  smell  of  sulphur  dioxide  is  very  characteristic 
Chlorine  dioxide,  which  was  the  compound  evolved,  is  not  in  the  least  like 
it. 

S.  W.— The  greenish-blue  colour  you  observed  on  continued  heating  with 
sulphuric  acid  was  due  to  the  presence  of  manganese. 

G.  H.  H. — You  should  not  omit  to  give  a  summiry  of  your  results. 


Charge  of  Passing  Counterfeit  Coin. 
At  Westminster  Police  Court  on  Monday,  Thomas  Griffiths 
and  Annie  Murray,  otherwise  Griffiths,  aged  18,  were  charged 
before  Mr.  Sheilwith  uttering  counterfeit  coin.  On  Saturday 
night  the  girl  went  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  John  Bead,  chemist, 
of  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  and  tendered  a  counterfeit 
florin  in  payment  for  twopennyworth  of  cold  cream.  She 
remarked  that  she  was  short  of  coppers,  and  this  observation 
and  her  manner  led  to  the  coin  being  detected  and  broken. 
She  picked  up  the  pieces  and  left  the  shop.  Mr  Read 
followed  her  and  saw  her  meet  the  man.  He  watched  the 
couple  for  over  half  an  hour,  and  noticed  tbem  go  into 
public-houses  and  to  another  chemist's  shop.  Theie  the  man 
tried  to  pass  a  bad  two-shillirg  piece  He  was  then 
arrested.  The  girl  has  been  several  times  charged,  and  was 
only  discharged  from  the  Old  Bailey  last  week  for  a  Mint 
offence.  Directly  after  the  prisoners  were  taken  into  the 
police-station  a  counterfeit  floiin  was  found  on  the  pavement. 
Mr.  Sheil  committed  both  the  prisoners  for  trial. 

Another  Ether  Explosion. 
A  serious  explosion  occurred  at  the  surgery  of  Dr.  Alfred 
Averill,  in  Longton,  Staffordshire,  at  about  half  past  6  on 
Monday  evening.  The  doctor  was  dispens-ing  tome  medicine 
for  his  patients,  and  while  pouring  sulphuric  ether  into  a 
phial  from  a  Winchester  quart  he  upset  the  liquid  near  the 
tirpplace.  The  ether  became  igcited  and  a  loud  explosion 
followed.  The  house  was  shaken,  and  the  bottles  in  the 
surgery  shattered  into  fragments  ;  the  windows  also  were 
bmken  and  the  room  was  totally  wrecked.  The  docror  was 
found  with  his  clothes  in  flames,  rolling  about  on  the  floor. 
His  eldest  son  rushed  into  the  room,  and  with  great  presence 
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of  mind  ripped  the  clothes  ofi  his  father's  body  and  saved 
him  from  being  burnt  to  death.  Dr.  Averill  was  very  badly 
injured  about  the  head,  face,  and  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  is  in  a  precarious  condition.  The  son  was  also  injured 
in  the  hand. 

Grocers'  Seidlitz-powders. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Canterbury  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, held  on  December  14,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  sub- 
mitted two  specimens  of  seidlitz-powders  which  had  been 
submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  (Mr.  S.  Harvey)  for  analysis, 
who  reported  that  in  neither  case  were  there  ingredients 
present  such  as  would  result  in  producing  the  medicament 
required.  It  was  explained  that  the  powders  were  obtained 
from  certain  grocery  establishments  in  the  town,  and  that 
they  did  not  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  stated  that  as  soon 
as  the  powders  were  pronounced  below  the  standard  they 
were  withdrawn  from  sale.  It  was  directed  that  letters  of 
warning  be  sent. 

The  Manager  of  tbe  City  School  of  Chemistry. 

An  application  was  made  on  Tuesday  in  the  Westminster 
County  Court  for  the  committal  of  Mr.  Williams,  the 
manager  of  the  City  School  of  Chemistry,  to  Holloway  for 
the  non-payment  of  monthly  instalments.  Plaintiff  said  the 
defendant  received  a  salary  of  1602.  a  year  as  manager  to  this 
school.  The  defendant  said  plaintiff  knew  nothing  about 
his  means.  His  salary  was  2002.  a  year,  and  he  had  two 
orders  against  him  of  22.  a  month  each.  He  would  pay  32. 
down.  His  Honour  made  an  order  for  the  payment  of  22.  a 
month. 

Football. 

Sheffield  College  of  Pharmacy  v.  School  of  Medicine. 
Played  at  Sheaf  House  on  December  14.  The  Medicals 
scored  four  goals  in  the  first  half.  After  changing  over  they 
scored  again,  but  subsequently  two  goals  were  credited  to 
the  Poarmaceuticals.  College  of  Pharmacy  team : — Drabble, 
Eyre,  Wark,  Jones  (captain),  Campsall,  Dixon,  Robinson, 
Norwood,  Exell,  Dalkin,  and  George. 

A  Chemist's  Aversion  to  Vaccination. 

At  Horncastle  Petty  Ssssions,  'on  Saturday,  John  Aston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Horncastle,  wa?  summoned  for  not 
complying  with  a  magisterial  order  upon  him  to  have  his 
two  children  vaccinated.  Defendant  did  not  appear,  and  a 
fine  of  5s.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

H.  H.  Warner  &  Co. 

The  adjourned  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders 
of  H.  H.  Warner  &  Co.  (Limited)  was  held  on  Wednesday  at 
the  offices,  5a  Coleman  Street,  E  C.  Mr.  T.  W.  Boord,  M.P., 
presided. 

The  Chairman  said  the  meeting  had  been  adjourned  be- 
cause some  of  the  shareholders  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
proposed  dividend  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  half- 
year. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Warner  said  that  at  the  previous  meeting 
he  protested  against  the  dividend  recommended  being  de- 
clared, and  he  went  at  length  into  figures  to  show  that  the  busi- 
ness was  capable  of  paying  a  much  larger  dividend.  He  stated 
that  in  the  three  years  the  company  had  been  in  existence 
174,0002.  had  been  expended  in  cancelling  debentures  and  in 
building  up  a  reserve  and  suspense  account,  including  the 
11,0002  carried  forward,  which  he  considered  was  an  injus- 
tice to  the  ordinary  shareholders.  During  seven  years  prior 
to  the  company  being  formed  the  business  made  a  profit  of 
618,0002.,  and  at  that  time  the  cures  had  not  been  introduced 
into  Fiance,  Switzerland,  or  England  to  any  great  extent. 
The  net  profit  during  these  seven  years  did  not  amount  to 
less  than  51,0002.  a  year.  He  therefore  considered  that  it 
was  unjust  that  in  three  years  65,0002.  should  be  carried  to 
a  reserve  fund,  and  that  78,5372.  of  debentures  should  be 
cancelled,  especially  as  they  had  twenty  years  to  pay  off 
those  debentures.  The  capital  of  the  company  was  550,0002., 
and  during  the  three  years  the  company  had  been  in  exist- 
ence the  net  profits  had  amounted  to  one-half  of  the  capital, 
and  therefore  he  insisted  that  it  was  unfair  to  the  ordinary 
shareholders  not  to  pay  a  larger  dividend. 

Mr.  Quinton,  who  followed,  said  th    the  company  was  in 


a  position  to  pay  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  instead  of  the  10  per 
cent,  the  board  recommended.  4 
The  Chairman,  in  reply,  declared  that  the  business  was- 
not  capable  of  paying  a  larger  dividend  than  10  per  cent. 
The  accounts  showed  that,  after  providing  for  a  10-per-cent. 
dividend,  there  was  very  nearly  the  same  amount  of  un- 
divided profit—  namely,  11,0002. — to  be  carried  forward,  a? 
there  was  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  other  avail- 
able funds,  except  the  20,0002.  held  in  suspense.  The  reason 
why  the  20,0002  had  been  carried  to  suspense  was  because 
Messrs  Turquand,  Youngs  &  Co.  (their  auditors)  had  called 
their  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  stocks,  plant,  advertising 
materia',  &c,  stood  at  the  same  figure  as  they  took  them  over 
at  when  the  company  was  formed,  and,  therefore,  it  might, 
have  a  less  value,  or  no  value  or  all,  and  ought  to  be  written 
off.  The  auditors  further  went  on  to  say  that  they  would 
refuse  to  sign  a  certificate  to  append  to  the  report  unless  they 
dealt  with  that  item.  They  informed  Mr.  Warner  that  if  he 
wanted  a  larger  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and  would 
guarantee  to  tbe  extent  of  20,0002  any  deficiency  that  might- 
be  found,  they  would  recommend  a  larger  dividend.  Mr. 
Warner,  however,  did  not  see  his  way  to  do  that,  and  they 
could  not  recede  from  their  position.  In  the  prospectus, 
profits  were  estimated  at  119,8712.,  and  Mr.  Warner  was  so 
sanguine  that  they  would  reach  that  amount,  or  nearly 
reach  it,  that  he  made  an  agreement  that  he  would  take 
no  salary  as  managing  director  until  the  profits  reached 
117,0002.  The  first  y  ear's  trading  showed  a  profit  of  105,0002  , 
the  second  year  84,6122.,  and  the  third  year  78,3682.,  so  that 
he  had  received  no  salary.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that 
the  goodwill  had  diminished,  and  on  this  account  they  had 
established  a  reserve  fund.  The  debentures  had  been  can- 
celled out  of  spare  capital  they  had  in  hand.  The  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  but  a  subsequent  motion  for  there-election 
of  Mr.  Boord  as  a  director  was  defeated. 

Elopement  of  a  Chemist's  "Wife. 
Alexander  Powesland,  26,  a  tall,  good-looking  fellow,  and 
Beatrice  May  Mill  ward,  30,  an  equally  tall,  good-looking,  and 
smartly-dressed  married  woman,  giving  an  address  at  Eonis 
Road.  Stroud  Green,  were,  at  the  North  London  Police  Court 
on  Saturday,  charged  with  being  concerned  toe'tether  in 
stealing  money  and  goods  to  the  value  of  about  2002.,  belong- 
ing to  the  husband  of  the  female  prisoner,  Mr.  Rowland  Donne 
Millward,  chemist  and  druggist,  lodging  at  Florence  Road, 
Hornsey.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that  Mr.  Mill- 
ward  had  been  in  business  in  Newark,  but  had  sold  his  busi- 
ness, and  he  got  his  money  for  it  in  a  draft  from  the  Notting- 
ham Bank,  which  he  wished  transferred  to  the  London  and 
North- We-tern  branch  at  Upper  Street,  Islington  He  was 
going  into  the  country  to  manage  a  business  for  a  week,  and 
gave  his  wife  instructions  to  present  the  draft,  but  she  got  a 
brother-in-law  to  cash  it.  The  elopement  happened  in  this 
fashion.  Mr.  Millward  and  his  wife  went  together  on 
December  12  to  Regent  Circus,  and  she  left  him  to  go  to  a 
retiring-room  He  waited  for  her  nearly  an  hour,  and,  as  she 
did  not  return,  he  went  home.  He  then  discovered  thar.  the 
doors  of  his  rooms  were  locked,  and  that  the  male  prisoner 
(who  had  lodged  next  door  to  him  in  Newark  for  two  years) 
had  removed  about  402.  worth  of  his  goods.  Mrs.  Millward 
had  told  a  servant  that  he  would  do  this.  When  the  pd-oners 
were  arrested  the  detective  searched  the  male  prisoner  ;  he 
found  1352.  in  bank-notes,  132.  10*.  in  gold,  and  13s.  6d  in 
silver,  all  of  which  prisoner  said  belonged  to  Mrs.  Millward. 
Mr.  Mead  remanded  the  prisoners  for  a  week,  and  allowed 
bail— the  woman  in  1002.,  and  the  man  in  2002. 

Daring  Burglary. 
The  premises  at  31  Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  were  thoroughly 
overhauled  by  burglars  on  Saturday  night  last.  The  ground 
floor,  occupied  by  Messrs.  Hatrick  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale 
druggists,  being  entered,  the  safe  was  forced  open,  and  a  cash- 
box  with  money  and  goods  to  the  value  of  502.  were  taken,  a 
desk  beirjg  also  wrenched  open  ;  the  books  and  papers  were  all 
strewn  on  the  floor.  From  other  offices  in  the  same  buil<1irjg 
over  5002.  worth  of  property  was  stolen.  City  firms  should 
be  on  their  guard. 

Theft  of  Condys  Fluid. 
At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  Wednesday  last,  before 
Mr.  Horace  Smith,  William  Bro  wn,  packer,  and  John  Dare, 
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.grocer  and  oilman,  were  again  brought  up  on  remand  and 
charged  with  having  stolen  and  received  large  quantities 
of  Condy's  fluid,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Condy  &  Mitchell 
(Limited). 

George  Gillies,  convict,  again  examined,  said  that  when 
he  sold  the  ten  gross  of  Condy's  fluid  to  Boot's  Pare  Drug 
Company  he  was  travelling  for  Messrs.  Armour,  of  Tooley 
Street.  The  prisoner  Dare  supplied  the  goods,  and  he  subse- 
quently told  witness  that  he  had  received  a  cheque  from 
Boot's,  and  paid  him  his  commission.  Witness  further 
said  he  sold  ten  gross  to  Messrs.  Hodder,  of  Bristol,  which 
Dare  supplied  at  6s.  9d.  a  dozen.  He  received  payment  from 
Messrs.  Hodder  in  the  form  of  a  cheque,  which  he  endorsed 
and  handed  to  Dare.  After  witness  was  in  custody,  he  sent 
to  Dare,  who  came  to  see  him  at  Newgate.  He  advised 
Dare  to  draw  out  any  money  he  might  have  in  the  bank,  and 
Dare  replied  that  he  had  none  there.  Dare  said  he  had  seen 
Arthur  Peace,  who  told  him  that  Inspector  Davidson  had 
traced  a  fifteen-gross  lot  sold  to  Messrs.  Borden  &  Plumb. 

Cross-examined,  witness  said  that  Brown  was  present  at 
all  the  transactions,  and  acquiesced  in  them.  He  paid  the 
money  for  the  fluid  to  Peace  in  the  presence  of  Brown.  No 
hope  was  held  out  to  him  if  he  gave  evidence  in  this  case 
that  his  sentence  would  be  shortened.  He  first  had  transac- 
tions with  Dare  about  four  or  five  years  ago.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  Condy's  flaid  bad  been  sold  to  Dare  until  he 
saw  Inspector  Davidson's  list,  nor  had  he  received  any 
money  for  what  he  sold  to  Plumb.  He  wrote  the  letter 
now  produced  from  Newgate  as  to  invoicing  the  goods  on 
Dare's  billheads. 

Be- examined  :  He  was  arrested  at  the  instance  of  Messrs. 
Newbery  &  Sons,  and  after  that  on  the  charge  of  Messrs. 
Burgoynes.  Daring  those  two  charges  he  wrote  to  Dare, 
who  refused  to  assist  him  in  any  way.  When  Condy's  case 
arose  he  did  assist  witness.  He  wrote  the  letter  as  to  in- 
voicing the  Condy's  fluid  on  Dare's  billheads  at  the  instance 
of  the  latter  at  Newgate.  Witness  proposed  to  head  it 
"  Birmingham,"  as  he  was  there  near  the  time  when  Boot's 
/order  was  executed.  He  wrote  the  letter  to  screen  Dare  as 
much  as  possible,  as  he  thought  that  he  was  sure  to  be  arrested 
later  on — in  Condy's  matter.  D;re  thanked  him  subse- 
quently for  the  letter,  and  promised  to  help  him  when  he 
came  out  of  prison.  Witness  was  to  receive  all  above  5s.  per 
dozen  on  the  goods  he  sold  for  Dare. 

Frank  Bower,  insurance  agent,  of  Goswell  Road,  said  he 
knew  the  prisoner  Dare  and  Gillies.  The  latter  had  obtained 
policies  on  his  own  life  and  those  of  his  family.  Dare  told 
witness  that  he  had  seen  Gillies  in  Newgate.  Subsequently 
Dare  told  him  he  had  been  to  see  Gillies  at  Wormwood 
Scrubbs  prison. 

Cross-examined:  Gillies  asked  him  to  address  letters  to 
him  at  47  Spencer  Street,  and  when  he  called  at  that  address 
he  sometimes  saw  Gillies  in  the  shop. 

Thomas  Walker,  checker  at  the  Great  Western  Railway's 
depot,  Smithfield,  deposed  to  receiving  ten  casks  from  Dare 
on  February  25  last. 

W.  H.  Francis,  carman,  said  that  on  February  25  last,  at 
■the  instance  of  his  employer,  he  took  his  van  to  Turnmill 
Street.  Two  men  went  with  him,  but  he  did  not  recognise 
either  of  the  prisoners.  His  van  was  loaded  there  with  ten 
casks,  and  betook  them  to  the  Great  Western  Railway  depot 
at  Smithfield.  The  two  men  went  with  him.  On  the  way 
to  the  railway  depot  the  labels  on  the  casks  were  changed  for 
others  by  the  two  men. 

Police- Sergeant  Stephen  Mulrooney  said  he  had  known 
Dare  for  abont  ten  years.  He  bad  kept  the  shop  in  Spencer 
Street  about  two  or  three  years.  On  November  13  last  he 
accompanied  Inspector  Davidson  to  Spencer  Street,  and  told 
Dare  who  the  inspector  was. 

Detective  Frederick  Holmes  said  he  arrested  Brown  on 
November  12,  and,  in  answer  to  the  charge  then  made,  Brown 
said  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  He  was  present  the  day 
after  at  the  arrest  of  Dare.  The  witness  Francis  pointed 
out  to  him  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Condy  &  Mitchell  as  the 
place  from  where  he  took  the  van-load  of  casks  to  the 
Great  Western  Railway  depot. 

Adjourned  to  Friday,  December  23. 

„       Poisoning  of  a  German  Chemist. 
For  some  time  past  a  German  Jew,  named  Arnold  Rodstein, 
has  carried  on  a  chemist's  business  at  13  Lady  Lane, 


Leeds,  as  "  The  German  Drug  Stores."  Mr.  Rodstein  was 
a  man  of  58,  and  during  his  residence  he  got  together 
a  lucrative  business,  and,  being  a  steady  man,  he  held 
a  good  position  among  his  fellow-countrymen.  Of  late, 
however,  Rodstein  has  not  been  in  the  be3t  of  health, 
and  his  friends,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  week, 
noticed  a  marked  change  in  his  demeanour.  On  Wednes- 
day of  last  week  he  left  his  shop  for  a  walk,  and  about  an 
hour  afterwards  he  was  found  in  a  state  of  stupor  in  the 
North  Street  Recreation  Ground.  He  was  taken  to  the 
infirmary,  where  he  died  within  twelve  hours  from  opium 
poisoning. 

Boots  (Limited). 

The  Nottingham  Daily  Express  has  devoted  a  column  of 
its  space  to  a  description  of  a  new  shop  which  Boots 
(Limited)  have  opened  at  Pelbam  Street,  Nottingham,  and 
to  their  business  generally.  The  new  shop  is  devoted  to 
stationery  and  drugs,  and  the  latter  department  is  wholly 
fitted  up  with  mahogany  inlaid  with  carved  butternut,  giving 
an  ivory -like  appearance,  and  relieving  the  sombre  and  heavy 
effect  which  mahogany  alone  would  have  produced.  The 
fittings  were  made  at  the  company's  own  workshop,  and  the 
decorations  in  the  glasswork  and  on  the  walls  were  likewise 
executed  by  the  firm's  men.  At  night  the  electric  light 
makes  the  premises  very  bright  looking. 

In  a  Pickle. 

At  the  Wolverhampton  Stipendiary's  Court  on  Wednesday, 
Adolphe  Crosbie  (Limited),  chemical  manufacturers,  were 
fined  20''.  and  costs  in  ono  case,  and  ordered  to  pay  the  costs 
in  seven  others,  for  permitting  waste  acids  to  flow  from 
their  works  into  the  Corporation  sewers.  The  Town  Clerk 
said  the  defendant  company  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting,  dealing  with,  and  utilising  "  waste  pickle  "  from 
galvanising-works.  After  treating  the  pickle  the  waste  was 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  sewers,  with  startling  and  highly 
injurious  results. 

A  Chemist  Sent  to  the  Old  Bailey. 

A  Walworth  chemist  named  Robertson,  in  business  a 
75  Basb  Street,  was  committed  to  the  Old  Bailey  from 
Lambeth  on  Wednesday,  charged  with  feloniously  receiving 
a  gold  watch,  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  by  Walter  Mitchell, 
a  lad  of  20.  It  is  alleged  that  Robertson  pledged  a  gold 
watch,  and  when  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stance by  the  police  he  said  he  "  swopped  "  watches  with  a 
stranger  in  a  public-houBe.  Four  diamond  rings,  a  gold 
chain  with  a  Zl.  piece  attached,  and  a  diamond  pin  were 
found  in  his  safe. 

Christmas  Holidays. 

It  is  understood  that  a  large  number  of  wholesale  houses 
in  the  drug  and  chemical  trades  will  be  closed  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  December  26  and  27.  The  following  have 
sent  us  explicit  notices  to  this  effect,  but  we  hope  they  are 
only  samples  of  the  bulk  : — 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hnnburys  (efflces  and  works). 
Messrs.  Blondeau  &  Cie. 
Messis.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
Messrs.  B.  Ciawshaw  &  Co. 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson. 
Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke. 

Messrs.  John  Bichardson  &  Co.,  Leicester  (Limited). 
The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited). 

The  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  will  likewise  be  closed  from  Saturday,  at  1  p.m.,  till 
Wednesday,  at  9  a.m. 


Jrisjr  jtitos. 


Registered  Druggist  Examinations 

are  intended  to  be  held  (in  accordance  with  the  order  made 
at  last  Council)  in  both  Dublin  and  Belfast  next  month.  The 
last  day  for  applying  for  admission,  in  both  cases,  will  ba 
Thursday,  December  29. 
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Prosecuting  Grocers  for  Selling  Pellows's  Syrup. 

Messrs.  Robinson,  Ferguson  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  Sinclair  & 
Co.,  both  grocers  in  Sligo,  have  been  prosecuted  by  the  local 
Constabulary  authorities,  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  for  selling 
and  retailing  a  poison— to  wit,  "  Fellows's  Sj  rup,"  which  is 
stated  on  the  label  and  circular  to  contain  strychnine — they 
not  being  registered  druggists  or  pharmaceutical  chemists. 
The  cases  were  heard  by  the  local  magistrates  on 
December  12,  and  adjourned  at  the  request  of  the  Con- 
stabulary officer  until  December  19,  when  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  were  represented  by  a  solicitor.  Both  cases 
were  again  adjourned  for  a  week. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemists  Wanted. 

There  is  at  present  a  great  demand  in  Dublin  for  assistants 
holding  the  licence  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  some 
firms  having  been  unsuccessfully  advertising  in  the  Irish 
papers  for  the  past  month.  While  some  employers  are 
willing  to  give  a  fair  salary,  others  advertise  for  "  a  first- 
class  man  "  and  offer  him  from  601.  to  70Z.  a  year  outdoors. 
It  is  also  the  practice  for  employers  to  refuse  to  consider  an 
application  from  an  assistant  while  he  is  employed  else- 
where, so  that  an  assistant  has  to  run  the  risk  of  a  period  of 
idleness  if  he  wishes  to  improve  his  position  or  make  a 
charge  of  employers. 

Resisting  the  Inspector. 

A  food  and  drug  inspector's  life  is  not,  apparently,  a 
happy  one,  judging  by  a  case  which  came  before  the  Dublin 
police  magistrates  on  Monday  last,  in  which  it  appeared  that 
Inspector  Moyers,  while  purchasing  a  sample  of  suspected 
goods,  was  set  upon  by  the  proprietor  of  the  "  selected  "  shop 
who,  assisted  by  his  shopman,  literally  kicked  the  unhappy 
"  sampler  "  into  the  street.  This  is  a  novel  way  of  resisting 
1  he  application  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.    Sent  for  trial. 

Young's  Wight-light. 

Messrs.  YouDg's  extensive  oil  and  chemical  establishment, 
Talbot  Street,  Dublin,  was  last  week  seriously  damaged  by  a 
fiie  which  broke  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  con- 
flagration was  observable  a  long  distance  off. 

The  New  Lord  Mayor. 

Councillor  Shanks,  a  well-known  figure  in  Irish  chemical 
circles,  was  on  Monday  last  formally  elected  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin. 

From  Gay  to  Grave. 

While  Mrs  Leonard,  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard,  proprietor  of  the 
Medical  Hall,  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  was  enjoying  a 
dramatic  performance  at  the  Gaiety  Theatre  last  week  she 
was  observed  to  fall  suddenly.  When  taken  up  and  brought 
to  Mercers'  Hospital,  alongside  the  theatre,  she  was  dead. 

The  Late  Mr.  H.  M".  Draper's  Residence. 

Messrs.  Battersby,  Dublin,  have  "knocked  down"  the 
residence  of  the  late  Mr.  Draper,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Temple  Eoad,  for  1,6202.    Mr.  Figgis  was  the  buyer. 


Dissolution  of  Partnership. 

On  December  31  the  partnership  existing  between  Messrs. 
J.  P.  Kay,  W.  K.  Glover,  and  H.  G.  Kay,  trading  as  Davidson 
&  Kay,  Aberdeen,  will  expire  by  effluxion  of  time.  Mr. 
W.  K.  Glover,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  the  retiring  partner, 
entered  the  employment  cf  the  firm  as  an  apprentice  in 
1870,  and,  after  obtaining  experience  in  London  and  on  the 
Continent,  he  returned  to  Aberdeen  in  1880  to  join  the  firm, 
of  which  he  has  since  been  a  managing  partner.  Mr. 
Glover  has  now  resolved  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
medicine. 

Antiseptics  v.  Typhoid. 
Dr.  Anderson,  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  Dundee,  has 
published  the  results  of  some  observations  he  has  made  at 
King's  Cross  Hospital  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  by 
means  of  salol.  The  property  of  this  salicylate  in  splitting  up, 
when  brought  into  contact  with  the  alkaline  juices  of  the 


intestines,  into  salicylic  acid  and  phenol  is  taken  advantage 
of  in  securing  an  antiseptic  condition  of  the  intestinal  tract, 
destroying  the  specific  typhoid  poison,  and  preventing  its 
reproduction.    He  prescribes  a  mixture  of — 

Salol   ..       ..    3ij-  3ij- 

Cklorodyn.  (P.B.)  Hi  160 

Lac.  bismuthi  (Symes)   Jij. 

Aquae  ad   ;viij. 

Sig.  :  For  adults,  3tv.  every  two  hours  ;  six  to  fourteen  years  of  age( 
3ij.  every  two  hours  ;  under  six  years  of  age,  3j.  every  two  hours. 

The  chlorodyne  and  bismuth  are  added  to  check  irritable 
symptoms  and  tendency  to  diarrhoea  and  vomiting.  Dr. 
Anderson  claims  salol  as  specific  for  this  disease. 

Carbolic-aoid  Poisoning. 
Last  week  three  women  in  Dundee  were  engaged  at  the 
"  laying-out"  of  the  body  of  an  acquaintance,  and  to  help 
them  with  the  work  they  bad  a  "  wee  drappie."  By  mistake 
one  of  them  picked  up  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  and  drank 
some  of  it.  "  Oh,  I'm  pooshioned,"  was  her  immediate 
cry.  "  Gae  'wa',  ye  stupid,"  was  the  reply  of  one  of  them  ; 
"  it's  guid  whisky.  Let's  see  the  bottle."  So  saying,  she 
took  the  bottle  from  the  other  and  swallowed  some  of  the 
contents.  She  also  yelled  out  about  poison,  and  both  of 
them  were  seen  to  by  a  doctor.  One  had  to  be  sent  to  the 
Infirmary,  where  she  died. 

Edinburgh  Infirmary. 

Last  week  the  managers  of  the  Edinburgh  Royal  In- 
firmary appointed  Surgeon  Major-General  S.  A  Lithgow, 
C.B.,  M.D.,  B.Sc.  (Public  Health),  Edin.  University,  superin- 
tendent of  the  institution,  in  place  of  the  late  Deputy- 
Surgeon-General  Fasson.  The  new  superintendent  is  by 
birth  a  Scotsman,  and  is  59  years  of  age.  He  entered  the 
army  in  1855,  and  has  had  a  distinguished  career.  There 
were  thirty-nine  applicants  for  the  post. 

Lady  Medicals  in  Edinburgh. 

The  Scotch  Colleges  have  decided  that  the  forty  beds  which 
have  been  set  aside  in  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary  for  female 
medical  students  are  not  enough  for  proper  clinical  instruc- 
tion, eighty  being  the  number  required  by  their  regulations. 
The  ladies  will  have  to  return  to  the  Leith  Hospital,  where 
there  are  over  a  hundred  beds. 


BRITISH   PHARMACEUTICAL  CONFERENCE. 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  on  Thursday,  December  15. 
Present : — Dr.  Attfleld  (Vice-President),  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  R. 
H.  Davies  (Treasurer)  ;  Messrs.  W.  Martindale,  A.  W.  Gerrard, 
and  A.  H.  Mason  ;  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ransom  (Hon.  General 
Secretaries)  ;  and  Mr.  Johnson  (Assistant  Secretary). 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Bolton  (Hon.  Local  Secretary> 
respecting  the  time  for  holding  the  meeting  of  the  Conference 
at  Nottingham  next  year.  It  was  found  impossible  to  fix. 
the  exact  date,  and  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Louis  Siebold,  F.I.O.,  F.C.S.,  was  reappointed  editor  of 
the  "  Year-book,"  and  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out  his  work  during  the 
current  year.  It  was  thought  that  greater  expedition  might 
have  been  employed  in  printing  the  "  Year-book  "  for  1892> 
and  the  Secretaries  were  requested  to  communicate  with 
Messrs.  Butler  &  Tanner  on  the  subject. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Tbeasueee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ransom,  it  was  resolved  that  the  salary  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  be  raised  from  402.  to  452.  per  annum. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  approaching  departure  from 
England  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason,  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Chair- 
man, seconded  by  the  Tbeasuber,  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  : — 

That  the  Executive  Committee  desire  to  record  on  the  minutes  their 
appreciation  of  the  services  to  the  committee  of  one  of  their 
number,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason,  F.C.S.,  F.R.M.S.,  who  will  shortly  be 
leaving  England,  and  they  offer  to  him  their  best  wishes  for  his- 
success  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mason  replied,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
frequently  be  able  to  visit  England  in  the  future. 
Six  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership. 
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{From  our  Parit  Correspondent.} 


The  Davy  Medal. — The  award  of  this  medal  to  M 
Baoult  is  giving  great  satisfaction  in  Paris.  MM.  Cailletet 
Lecoq  de  Boisbaudran,  Friedel,  and  Berthelot  have  formerly 
received  the  medal. 

The  Death  is  announced  of  M.  Justin  Palangie,  late 
assistant  director  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France.  At 
the  funeral  last  week  M.  Charles  Buchet  and  others  testified 
to  the  many  valuable  qualities  of  the  deceased. 

Fluobio  Ethees. — M.  Meslaus  has  succeeded  in  pre- 
paring fluoric  ethers  by  acting  upon  alcohol  with  anhydrous 
hydrofluoric  acid  in  platinum-lined  steel  apparatus.  M. 
Moissan  communicated  his  paper  on  the  subject  to  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  it  created  great 
attention. 

Annual  Meetings. — During  the  past  week  both  the 
Paris  Academies  of  Medicine  and  Sciences  have  held  their 
annual  public  meetings.  M.  Kegnaud  presided  at  the 
former,  and  the  customary  long  list  of  prizes  awarded  by  the 
Faculty  was  read.  As  usual,  a  certain  number  of  pharmacists 
participate  in  the  honours,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned 
M.  Biircber,  army  pharmacist,  and  professor  of  chemistry  at 
the  Val  de  Grace  Hospital,  for  a  work  on  hygiene.  The 
Academy  of  Sciences  gave  its  award  for  chemistry  to  M. 
Bouchardot,  and  the  Desmazieres  prize  for  botany  fell  to  M. 
Pierre  Viala. 

The  Law  on  Phabmaceutical  Specialities. — The 
Paris  Court  of  Appeal  has  recently  given  judgment  in  a 
somewhat  interesting  case,  in  which  a  manufacturer  of  a 
specific  against  drunkenness  claimed  that  his  preparation 
(called  "  Luperine  ")  was  not  a  pharmaceutical  speciality  in 
the  meaning  of  the  law.  The  defendant,  M.  Mouchet,  alias 
Luper,  in  1891  commenced  the  sale  of  "  Luperine  "  in  the  form 
of  a  powder,  its  component  parts  being  gentian,  calumba, 
and  quassia.  He  was  in  due  course  prosecuted  for  illegal 
practice  of  pharmacy,  and  the  Tribunal  of  the  Seine,  after 
hearing  the  evidence  of  MM.  Bourgoin  and  L'Hoste,  expert 
chemists,  gave  judgment  against  the  defendant,  inflicting  a 
fine  of  500f.  The  Court  of  Appeal  has  confirmed  the  finding 
of  the  lower  tribunal,  the  decision  being  based  principally 
on  the  fact  that  the  evidence  of  the  expert  M.  Riche  proves 
that  the  preparation  is  a  mixture  of  simple  drugs  in  the 
form  of  a  medicament.  This  decision  tends  to  prove  that  in 
France  any  concoction  of  drugs  having  a  therapeutic  action 
on  the  organism  is  a  pharmaceutical  preparation.  Conse- 
quently it  is  not  necessary,  as  is  sometimes  supposed,  that  a 
medicament  must  be  specified  as  a  cure  for  some  particular 
malady.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  seemed  that  the  question  to 
be  decided  by  the  Court  was :  "  Should  drunkenness  be 
considered  as  a  vice  or  a  malady  ? "  But  this  little  techni- 
cality was  avoided. 

How  they  Teeat  Cuttees  in  Feance. — From  time  to 
time  any  Paris  pharmacist  who  gives  way  to  "cutting" 
inordinately  does  not  find  his  path  in  life  altogether  without 
thorns.  The  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Bastille  had  an  experience  of  this  a  few  eveniDgs  ago. 
Upwards  of  150  students  of  pharmacy  assembled  before  his 
premises  and  noisily  manifested  their  indignation  at  the  low 
prices  he  charges.  No  damage,  however,  was  done.  This  is 
worth  noting,  as  on  a  previous  occasion,  some  two  years  ago, 
this  offending  member  of  the  craft  had  his  windows  and 
carboys  broken  during  a  similar  manifestation  of  students. 
In  course  of  a  short  conversation  with  the  representative  of 
The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist,  the  "cutting"  pharmacist 
spoke  somewhat  bitterly  of  his  competitors  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who,  he  says,  are  the  instigators  of  these  rabbles.  He 
added,  "  They  treat  me  as  a  renegade  and  traitor,  and  hope 
by  intimidation  to  force  me  into  charging  what  are  con- 
sidered tariff  prices.  But  they  find  me  stubborn,  and  con- 
vinced that  my  plan  is  the  right  one.  Besides  this,  I 
obtained  a  gratuitous  advertisement  by  the  action  of  the 
students ;  it  brings  business  and  a  certain  popularity."  He 
then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  question  of  so-called  "  com- 


mercial "  pharmacies,  which  have  an  increased  tendency  to 
spring  up  both  in  Paris  and  the  provinces.  Some  Paris  daily 
newspapers  have  espoused  the  cause  of  the  "  cutters,"  and  Le 
Temps  has  published  a  very  lengthy  article  pretending  to 
show  the  cost-price  of  various  chemicals,  medicaments,  &c. 
This  respectable  print  waxes  wroth  over  the  profits  made  on 
antipyrin,  laudanum,  sulphate  of  quinine,  &c.  But  it 
goes  quite  out  of  its  way  to  be  offensive  by  stating 
that  "  if  a  pharmacist  has  had  friends  to  lunch,  he  wid  often 
charge  customers  duriDg  the  afternoon  higher  prices  to 
cover  the  expense."  This  and  accusations  of  a  similar 
nature  are  freely  made.  The  usual  question  of  expensive 
studies  is  not  entirely  overlooked,  but  it  is  met  by  suggesting 
that  all  pharmacists  should  be  allowed  to  act  in  their  own 
way,  as  does  a  medical  man  or  surgeon.  Our  correspondent 
has  also  interviewed  several  of  the  English  pharmacists  in 
Paris  on  the  question.  They  seem  mostly  indifferent,  having 
all  the  business  they  want  at  Bond  Street  prices.  The 
proprietor  of  Roberts  &  Co.,  however,  had  a  humorous 
remark  to  make  on  the  subject.  He  mentioned  that  a  short 
time  ago  a  burly  man  with  a  big  voice  wanted  to  discuss  the 
matter  of  prices  with  him.  Being  busy,  the  genial  man  of 
pharmacy  said,  "  Look  here,  sir — just  step  into  my  laboratory 
and  make  up  your  own  medicine.  My  assistants  will  show 
you  the  right  bottles."  The  grumbler  replied  that  the  pro- 
posal was  not  serious.  "  It  certainly  is,"  was  the  reply,  "  but 
it  might  entail  you  a  heavy  fine  or  a  few  months  in  gaol." 
On  Sunday,  December  18,  the  students  held  a  mass  meeting 
at  3  p.m.,  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  to  protest  against  the 
allegations  made  in  Le  Temps.  Eight  hundred  students 
assembled,  and  the  proceedings  were  of  a  very  noisy  character. 
The  speakers  were  very  divided  in  opinion,  and  finally  the 
meeting  became  unmanageable.  At  this  juncture  the 
director  of  the  School,  the  popular  M.  Planchon,  was  sent  for. 
He  came  immediately  and  at  once  addressed  the  meeting, 
being  listened  to  in  respectful  silence.  Having  spoken  with 
much  warmth  against  certain  members  of  the  profession 
who  act  as  though  their  officiiies  were  grocers'  shops,  M. 
Planchon  invited  the  students  to  act  with  great  calmness. 
He  promised  that  the  committee  of  the  School  will  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  the  article  in  Le  Temps  rectified. 
M.  Planchon  was  loudly  applauded,  and  the  meeting  dis- 
persed amidst  an  altogether  indescribable  tumult. 


PARIS  SOCIETY  OF  PHARMACY. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  this  institution  was  held  at 
the  licole  Sup6rieure  de  Pharmacie  at  Paris  on  December  7. 
M.  Portes,  the  President,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were 
about  twenty  members  present. 

After  formal  business  had  been  transacted,  the  Pbesident 
read  a  note  from  M.  Ferreira  da  Silva  with  reference  to 
M.  Leger's  recent  communication  upon 

A  Test  foe  Cocaine. 

The  reaction  consists  first  of  all  in  treating  the  cocaine 
with  nitric  acid,  in  evaporating  it,  and  in  further  treating  the 
residue  with  alcoholic  potash.  There  results  from  this 
operation  an  agreeable  odour  that  is  due,  as  M.  B6ha!  has 
discovered,  to  benzoate  of  ethyl. 

M.  Legbb  replied  to  the  communication  of  M.  Ferreira  da 
Silva,  and  said  he  was  glad  that  his  deductions  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  well-known  Portuguese  chemist. 

M,  Pobtes  then  read  a  paper  upon 

Fobeign  Pepsins. 

He  first  of  all  alluded  to  the  methods  of  preparing  pepsin 
adopted  in  fifteen  different  countries,  and,  referring  especially 
to  the  pepsin  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  said  that  this 
product  was  apparently  the  essence  of  the  stomachic  mucus, 
though  in  reality  it  was  tbe  mucus  itself,  dried,  washed, 
and  pulverised,  that  constituted  the  greater  part  of  the 
English  commercial  pepsin.  He  then  added :  "  To  all  of 
these  different  preparations  there  are  corresponding  products, 
differing  not  only  in  appearance — for  this  would  not  be  of 
any  considerable  importance — but  in  physiological  activity, 
which  might  have  consequences  of  an  altogether  different 
character.  We  ought  not,  indeed,  to  forget  that  in  presepoe 
of  the  impossibility  of  standardising  pepsin  by  chenuoal 
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means,  and,  in  a  general  manner,  all  soluble  ferments,  it  is 
the  physiological  action,  our  only  criterion,  that  we  should 
not  for  a  moment  overlook."  The  President  farther  insisted 
on  the  necessity  of  the  pharmacist  employing  none  but 
pepsins  which  give  bright  solutions.  Reference  was  then 
made  to  the  natural  pepsin  which  ought  to  produce  a  real 
effect,  since  in  the  stomach  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
act  differently  from  what  it  does  in,  vitra  when  the  diges- 
tion is  brought  about  by  a  weak  hydrochloric  solution.  At- 
tempts were  now  beiDg  made  to  prepare  these  solutions.  The 
liquid  preparations  did  not  act  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
pepsin  from  which  they  were  derived.  The  solutions  were 
either  completely  inoperative  or  they  resembled  in  no  way 
rue  pepsins. 

In  support  of  these  assertions  M.  Portes  gave  an  analysis 
jf  a  pepsin  that  he  bad  been  requested  to  examine ;  the 
digestive  standard  [titre]  was  about  300 — that  is  to  say, 
1  gramme  could  digest,  under  the  trial  conditions  of  the 
French  Codex,  300  grammes  of  fibrin,  but  the  solutions 
had,  at  an  equivalent  weight,  a  standard  of  150  only.  The 
standard  of  an  insoluble  pepsin,  or  only  partly  soluble,  does 
not,  in  his  view,  imply  the  same  standard  for  the  soluble 
portion.  It  can  therefore  only  be  employed  after  a  great 
many  trials,  under  conditions  of  great  accuracy  and  care,  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  respective  titres.  This  was  why  so 
much  preference  was  shown  for  French  pepsins,  of  which 
the  titre  was  officially  determined,  of  which  the  mode  of 
preparation  destroyed  the  morbid  elements  that  all  animal 
products  not  haviug  undergone  desiccation  at  high  tem- 
perature might  still  contain,  and  of  which  the  filtered  solution 
had  precisely  the  digestive  product  of  the  "  pepsine  gene- 
■vatrice." 

After  this  communication  a  committee  meeting  was  held 
in  order  to  proceed  to 

The  Election  of  a  President 

for  1894,  and  of  a  secretary  for  1893.  M.  Boyraond,  of  Paris, 
was  chosen  President,  and  M.  Behal,  of  the  Ecole  de  Phar- 
macie,  and  chief  pharmacien  at  the  hospitals,  was  appointed 

Secretary. 


C{}£  W&mtn  Session;. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

The  North  British  Branch  held  its  second  meeting  of  the 
session  on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing 
presided,  and  in  opening  the  proceedings  made  reference  to 
the  loss  sustained  to  pharmacy  through  the  death  of  Mr. 
William  Ainslie.  Dr.  Ralph  Stockman  read  a  paper  en- 
titled, 

"  The  Action  of  Volatile  Oil  of  '  Atherospebma 
Moschata.'  " 

He  said  that  it  had  been  stated  in  an  Australian  medical 
journal  that  a  drop  of  the  volatile  oil  from  this  bark  was 
a  full  dose,  and  Bosisto  repeated  that  statement,  and  said 
that  two  drops  of  it  might  stop  the  action  of  the  heart.  He 
himself  thought  this  must  be  a  very  remarkable  volatile  oil 
if  it  had  such  action  upon  the  heart,  and  he  therefore  inves- 
tigated it  physiologically.  He  administered  some  of  it  to  a 
frog,  by  smearing  the  inside  of  a  glass  jar  and  placing  the 
frog  there.  Marked  symptoms  of  depression  of  the  central 
nervous  system  followed.  He  also  administered  it  to  rabbits, 
and  a  large  dose  of  1  drachm  by  the  mouth  produced 
stupor,  lasting  an  hour  or  two ;  3  drachms  caused 
death  in  twelve  hours.  In  mammals,  therefore,  as 
in  the  frog,  the  central  nervous  system  (spinal  cord 
and  brain)  was  affected.  He  had  himself  repeatedly 
taken  10-minim  doses,  and  had  been  unable  to 
observe  anything  different  in  effect  from  ordinary  oil 
of  sassafras  or  oil  of  eucalyptus.  It  possessed  antiseptic 
properties.  He  had  examined  the  bark  for  active  principles, 
and  found  a  substance  which  he  supposed  to  be  Zeyer's 
atherospermin.  It  appears  to  have  no  action  on  a  labbit, 
and  he  concluded  that  the  allegation  as  to  the  poisonous 
properties  of  atherospermin  was  not  well  founded,  and  that 
the  volatile  oil  simply  resembled  in  its  physiological  action 
other  volatile  oils. 


A  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Sharp,  M.B.Bdin.,  on  the 
life-history  and  physiological  chemistry  of 

Koumiss 

was  read  by  Mr.  Ruthebfobd  Hill.  The  paper  first 
described  the  changes  which  take  place  in  course  of  manu- 
facture. Dr.  Sharp  found  evidences  of  alcoholic,  acetic, 
lactic,  butyric,  and  probably  mucous  fermentations.  The 
author  then  referred  to  the  more  apparent  constituents 
of  koumiss,  such  as  casein,  alcohol,  acetic  and  succinic  acids, 
fat,  dextrose,  lactose,  mannite,  and  inosite.  The  physio- 
logical chemistry  of  koumiss  was  then  treated,  beginning 
first  with  the  alcohols,  which  the  writer  had  found  to  be 
ethyl,  butyl,  cinnamyl,  and  doubtful  evidences  of  methyl, 
propyl,  and  amjl  alcohol  Then  he  spoke  of  the  volatile  fatty 
acids—  e  g.,  acetic,  lactic,  butyric,  and  probably  propionic, 
also  urea,  leucin,  glycocin,  uric  acid,  pyrocatechin,  'indole, 
lacethin,  and  proteids.  It  is  obvious  from  this  long  list  that 
koumiss  is  a  more  complex  fluid  than  one  would  at  first 
suppose. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Gibson  said  he  had  no 
idea  that  so  many  fermentations  took  place  in  making 
koumiss.  He  thought  they  were  principally  confined  to  two — 
the  alcoholic  and  the  lactic.  He  hardly  thought  there  was 
butyric  fermentation,  because  it  would  yield  a  nauseous  pro- 
duct. Koumiss  was  very  difficult  to  make :  it  was  liable  to 
such  variations  in  yeast  and  temperature.  He  consid  ered 
that  it  was  in  good  condition  when  about  six  days  old. 

Mr.  Nesbit  said  he  rather  disbelieved  in  the  kind  of 
koumiss  that  Dr.  Sharp  referred  to.  The  real  koumiss  was 
made  from  mares'  milk,  the  casein  of  which  differed  from 
that  of  cows'  milk. 

Mr.  Gibson  remarked  that  the  cows'  milk  was  reduced  so 
as  to  resemble  as  nearly  as  possible  mares'  milk. 

Mr.  Abthue  said  that  koumiss  was  used  largely  in  the 
Rojal  Infirmary,  and  had  been  found  to  be  an  admirable 
remedy  in  cases  of  gastric  irritation.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  use  of  yeast  to  start  fermentation,  which  ought  to  be 
done  with  old  koumiss. 

After  remarks  by  Mr.  Lunan  and  Mr.  Hill,  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Sharp  for  his  paper,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman.  A  third  paper,  by  Mr.  T.  R. 
Carsewell,  on  "Animal  Charcoal  as  a  Deodoriser,"  was 
on  the  billet,  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chaibman, 
the  reading  of  it  was  left  over  till  the  next  meeting.  The 
discussion  upon 

Pbofessob  Charteris's  Paper 

on  suggestions  for  a  revised  British  Pharmacopoeia,  which 
had  been  adjourned  from  last  meeting,  was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  Lunan  said  that  lithia-water  should  be  retained, 
while  potash  and  scda  waters  should  have  a  uniform 
standard  lower  than  the  present  official  one.  Chloralamide 
should  be  added,  likewise  syrup,  hypophos.  co.  Liquor 
pepsin,  effervescing  citrate  of  caffeine  (2  grains  to  the 
drachm),  hydrobromide  of  caffeine,  effervescing  antipyrin, 
should  be  officially  recognised.  The  Pharmacopoeia  gave  as  the 
amount  of  water  to  be  added  to  liquefy  crystalline  carbolic 
acid  10  per  cent. :  it  would  not  keep  in  Scotland  with  this 
percentage,  and  required  12|  per  cent.  The  raising  of  the 
melting-point  of  carbolic  acid  might  effect  this. 

Mr.  Arthur  said  that  it  had  been  remarked  to  him  that 
there  was  no  need  for  a  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  as  no 
one  referred  to  it.  They  had  sufficient  books,  suoh  as  Squire's 
and  Martindale's. 

Mr.  Forret  said  that  Professor  Chatteris  had  recom- 
mended the  deletion  of  vin.  ferri  cit.  and  the  retention  of  vin. 
ferri,  but  he  thought  that  the  reverse  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Hill  suggested  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  have 
all  preparations  of  one  drug  placed  under  that  drug,  and 
redundant  preparations  of  drugs  should  be  deleted.  All 
manufacturing  processes,  except  such  as  were  conducted  in 
the  ordinary  pharmacy,  should  be  deleted,  and  the  space  so 
acquired  should  be  occupied  by  such  entries  as  a  list  of 
substances  containing  sodium. 

Mr.  Nesbit  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  giving 
instructions  for  making  every  separate  aromatic  water :  they 
should  merely  give  a  general  process.  The  same  remark 
applied  to  green  extracts. 

Dr.  Stockman  said  that  such  remedies  as  effervesoing 
antipyrin,  though  they  might  be  prescribed  by  medical  men, 
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should  not  be  encouraged.  It  and  caffeine  were  powerful 
remedies,  but  when  prescribed  in  teaspoonful  doses  patients 
were  apt  to  take  two  teaspoonfuls  or  even  more.  He  wanted 
to  know  why  neither  chemists  nor  doctors  ever  referred  to 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  always  spoke  of  Martindale  or 
Squire  ? 

Mr.  McLaren  said  that  in  Squire  or  Martindale  chemists 
found  everything  that  was  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  a  good 
deal  more. 

The  Chaibman,  in  closing  the  discussion,  said  that 
one  thing  which  complicated  the  situation  was  that 
every  man  attempted  to  get  into  the  Pharmacopoeia 
a  preparation  of  his  own,  which  he  advertised  and 
found  to  be  proStable.  Then  there  was  a  class 
of  patent  medicines,  as  to  the  definition  of  which  there  was 
at  present  some  dispute,  which  were  largely  advertised,  and 
there  was  a  desire  among  chemists  to  get  similar  prepara- 
tions into  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  moment  that  was  done  the 
original  manufacturer  ceased  to  advertise,  and  the  article 
became  a  drug  in  the  market.  With  regard  to  tinct.  chloro- 
formi  co.  he  believed  that  this  had  been  introduced  by  Sir 
Robert  Christison — at  least,  he  largely  prescribed  it — and  it 
seemed  as  if  it  was  being  retained  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  on 
that  account.  As  regarded  effervescing  preparations  they 
should  be  cautious  in  introducing  them,  as  many  of  them 
would  not  stand  the  test  of  time. 

Mr.  Hill  having  called  attention  to  the  museum  dona- 
tions, the  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

These  was  a  scene  in  Burlington  House  last  week.  On 
Thursday  night  there  was  a  ballot  for  the  election  of  fellows, 
and  amongst  those  seeking  admission  was  a  gentleman  who, 
it  was  alleged,  had  an  axe  to  grind.  The  unofficial  committee 
who  look  after  the  integrity  of  the  Society  knew  this  and  a 
few  days  before  had  issued  a  whip  calling  the  adherents 
together.  At  the  meeting  Mr.  Hehner  and  Mr.  Cassel  asked 
the  Chairman  to  read  the  gentleman's  certificate.  Mr.  Page 
objected  to  that,  and  stood  up  lor  the  applicant  (whose  cer- 
tificate he  had  signed),  and  when  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  had  gone  in  talk  the  ballot  was  reached.  The 
objectors  came  out  victorous — the  person  who  did  not  please 
them  and  two  others  were  blackballed.  Tea  and  coffee  came 
along  to  soothe  the  ruffled  feelings  of  the  fellows,  in  the 
shape  of  a  paper  on 

Caffeine  and  Theine, 

by  Professor  Dunstan  and  Mr.  W.  F.  J.  Shepheard,  the  com- 
munication comirg  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Eesearch 
Laboratory.  Physiologists  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
caffeine  derived  from  tea  and  that  from  coffee  are  not 
identical  in  action.  The  present  investigators  extracted  the 
alkaloid  from  both  sources,  prepared  the  aurochloride,  and 
found  that  in  each  case  the  hjdrated  double  salt  melted  at 
242  5°  C.  and  the  dehydrated  at  248  5°.  The  double  salt 
with  mercuric  chloride  melted  at  246°,  whether  made 
from  the  coffee  caffeine  or  the  tea  caffeine.  Obviously, 
therefore,  the  caffeines  are  identical,  and  any  difference  in 
action  must  be  due  to  impurities,  which  is  very  likely,  for,  as 
Mr.  David  Howard  pointed  out,  physiologists  were  perhaps 
not  aware  that  the  caffeine  and  theine  of  commerce  are 
obtained  from  the  same  source — tea.  Professor  Tilden,  who 
long  ago  experimented  on  the  iodine  derivatives  of  caffeine, 
also  joined  in  the  discussion.  After  this  the  fellows  had  an 
excursion  into  the  regions  of  constitutional  formulas,  where 
we  cannot  follow  them  this  week. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  musical  and  social  evening  was  held  in  the  Great  Russell 
Street  Rooms  on  Thursday,  December  15.  There  was  a  good 
attendance,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Mason  presided.  The  programme 
submitted  was  in  every  way  excellent,  and  the  members  gave 
their  Chairman  a  hearty  good-bye,  special  emphasis  being 
given  to  that  by  the  gay  decoration  of  the  room  with  flags, 
kc.    The  "  evening  "  was  an  exceptionally  good  one. 


BRIGHTON  ASSOCIATIONS. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Junior  Association  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Yates,  "Vice-President,  on  "  Seven 
Modern  Wonders."  The  seven  wonders  dealt  with  were  the 
steam-engine,  sewing-machine,  photography,  the  electric 
telegraph,  the  electric  light,  the  telephone,  and  the  spectro- 
scope. 

The  third  annual  ball  of  the  Brighton  Association  of  Phar- 
macy is  announced  to  take  place  at  the  Royal  Pavilion  on 
Wednesday,  January  11  next. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

The  seventh  meeting  of  the  present  session  was  held  on 
December  15,  when — 

Mr.  F.  Walker  gave  an  interesting  resume  of  the  know- 
ledge at  present  possessed  as  to  the  "  Kola-nut." 

Mr.  W.  Bailey  read  a  short  paper  on  the  "  Conditions  of 
Labour  in  Pharmacy."  In  regard  to  hours  the  author  con- 
cluded that  the  time  had  come  for  bringing  pressure  to  bear 
upon  employers  by  means  of  co-operation  among  assistants, 
"  and  as  the  hand  of  mutual  friendship  has  been  held  out  on 
the  side  of  the  assistants  with  no  resulting  success,  the 
situation  now  demands  that  some  sort  of  legislation  must  be 
advanced." 

Mr.  C.  Sproatt  took  as  his  subject  "  Eucalyptus  Oil3," 
and  spoke  of  his  experiences  of  the  various  varieties.  Ha 
has  conducted  a  number  of  experiments,  and  finds  that  the 
eucalyptus  oils  as  imported  into  this  country  are  as  a  rule 
genuine.    There  were  good  discussions  after  the  papers. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Mr.  Addison's  on  Thursday, 
December  15,  and  a  lecture  on  the  "  Fungi  "  given  by  Mr. 
Albert  Smith.  Illustrating  his  remarks  by  numerous 
diagrams,  the  speaker  classified  the  fungi  according  to  their 
modes  of  reproduction  Orders  of  each  class  were  taken, 
and  the  points  of  interest  enlarged  upon — as  in  the  yeast- 
plant,  the  potato  fungus,  and  the  rust  of  wheat,  working  up 
to  the  highest  forms  of  the  class,  the  Bandiomycetes,  where 
the  mode  of  reproduction  was  fully  discussed.  Mention  was 
made  of  the  fact  that  phosphorescent  fungi  belonging  to  the 
genus  Agaricus  occur  in  Brazil  and  also  in  certain  coal-mines 
in  Dresden.  At  the  next  meeting  a  paper  on  photography 
will  be  contributed  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Pryor. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
December  14.  There  was  a  muster  of  about  thirty  members, 
and  the  gathering  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley. 

After  passing  some  new  rules  and  by -laws,  a  discussion 
was  opened  on 

Mb.  C.  Thompson's  Scheme  of  Tebbitorial  Repre- 
sentation on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

This  was  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  C.  Thompson,  of 
Birmingham,  for  the  establishment  of  branches  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  throughout  Great  Britain.  In  order 
that  members  might  prime  themselves  for  the  discussion 
they  had  had  sent  to  them  in  advance  reprints  of  Mr. 
Thompson's  address  to  the  Midland  Counties  Chemists' 
Association,  in  which  the  scheme  was  expounded. 

The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Thompson  had  sent  the  address 
round  to  the  various  Associations  in  the  country,  and,  in 
view  of  the  importance  of  the  matter,  he  had  thought  it 
only  courteous  to  comply  with  his  request  that  the  matter 
should  be  brought  before  the  Manchester  Association.  The 
scheme  was  not  by  any  means  new,  but  some  novelties  were 
introduced  by  Mr.  Thompson.  It  seemed  to  him  that  Mr. 
Thompson's  proposals  wanted  a  good  deal  of  licking  into 
shape.  One  of  his  suggestions  was  that  the  funds  of  the 
Society  should  be  used  to  provide  a  room  in  each  of  the 
proposed  divisions,  and  that  a  further  grant  of  from  201.  to 
30Z.  a  year  should  be  given  to  carry  on  the  necessary  work. 
He  could  not  see  what  good  it  would  do  to  establish  a  room, 
say,  in  No.  13  of  the  divisions  suggested  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
which  included  Sutherland  and  Caithness,  Ross  and  Cromarty, 


894 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


[December  24,  1892. 


Inverness,  Aberdeen,  Perth,  and  other  places.  Where 
would  Mr.  Thompson  put  the  meeting-room  for  that  district  1 
No.  3  district  seemed  a  very  favourable  one  so  far  as  the 
proposed  meeting-place  was  concerned,  but  the  meeting - 
place  would  naturally  be  in  Manchester,  and  it  would  be  of 
very  little  use  there  to  people  so  far  away  as  Preston.  He 
doubted  very  much  the  feasibility  of  the  idea — in  fact,  he 
doubted  whether  the  expenditure  would  be  recouped.  Mr. 
Thompson,  at  Birmingham,  had  got  this  proposal  in  his 
mind,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  it ;  in  Man- 
chester they  had  one  gentleman,  at  all  events,  who  had  in 
his  mind  a  proposal  for  the  reform  of  the  company  law  of 
England,  which  at  present  formed  a  great  grievance ;  and  at 
Liverpool,  or  Leeds,  or  some  other  town,  another  gentleman 
might  have  some  other  plan  in  his  mind.  All  these  people 
were  pulling  in  different  directions.  It  had  been  suggested — 
and  he  thought  the  suggestion  a  good  one — that  the  local 
secretaries  of  the  different  centres  should  try  and  arrange  a 
conference  and  settle  which  proposal  should  be  taken  first. 
He  thought  Mr.  Thompson's  plan  of  representation  might 
easily  stand  aside  for  a  while.  It  was  a  matter  that  did  not 
call  so  loudly  for  reform  as  some  other  topics  they  had  had 
before  them  lately. 

Mr.  Harry.  Kemp  said  that  while  there  might  be  much  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  Mr.  Thompson's  proposal,  he  agreed 
with  the  Chairman  that  there  were  more  burning  questions 
than  this  before  the  trade.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  him 
(Mr.  Kemp)  Mr.  Thompson  suggested  a  conference ;  but  if 
they  were  to  have  conferences  for  one  subject  and  another, 
the  result  would  be  that  they  would  divide  their  strength. 
He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  let  Mr.  Thompson's  question 
stand  in  abeyance  until  more  pressing  and  critical  matters 
had  been  dealt  with.  He  was  inclined  to  favour  the  pro- 
posal that  representatives  should  be  appointed  by  the  people 
of  the  different  districts,  and  not  by  the  cumulative  vote  of 
the  country.  He  deplored  four  or  five  years  ago  that  an 
immensely  populous  centre  like  Manchester  should  have  no 
direct  representative  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  He 
did  not  know  whether  or  not  it  spoke  worse  for  them  as 
individual  chemists,  but  it  certainly  seemed  strange  that 
they  had  not  a  man  of  sufficient  intelligence  and  of  sufficient 
spare  time  to  represent  them  on  the  Council.  He  intended 
to  ask  the  Council  of  the  Manchester  Association  to  call  a 
conference  of  representatives  of  the  local  Associations  of  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  a  view  to  see  whether 
something  could  not  be  done — not  simply  talked  about,  but 
done — to  amend  either  the  Pharmacy  Acts  or  the  Company 
Acts,  which  allowed  an  unqualified  man  to  qualify  himself 
by  forming  a  limited  company.  To  his  mind  that  was  a  far 
more  pressing  matter  than  Mr.  Thompson's.  However  much 
he  might  lean  to  some  of  Mr.  Thompson's  proposals,  he 
thought  that,  taking  them  in  their  entirety,  much  good 
could  not  come  of  them  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Charles  Turner,  referring  to  the  proposal  to  give 
associates  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  membership, 
said  he  thought  those  who  had  qualified  themselves  for  the 
higher  branches  ought  to  have  some  privileges.  He  would 
be  willing  to  see  associates  in  business  become  members,  but 
it  was  to  be  remembered  that  some  of  them  did  things 
which  the  Society  would  hardly  consider  straightforward. 
For  example,  some  put  over  their  doors  the  letters  "  M.P.C.," 
others  called  themselves  "  PI.  chemists,"  and  on  the 
secretary  calling  their  attention  to  the  matter,  they  said 
that  what  they  meant  was  "  practical  chemist." 

The  Chairman  :  It  would  be  better  to  call  themselves  pb 
rather  than  pi  chemists. 

Mr.  Kemp  :  What  is  the  meaning  of  "  M.P.C"  ? 

Mr.  Turner  :  I  don't  know. 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  "  Member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Conference."   I  thought  everybody  knew  that. 

Mr.  Turner  said  he  knew  one  shop  where  that  was  stuck 
up  over  the  door,  and  the  name  under  which  the  business  was 
carried  on  did  not  appear  on  the  register. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Pidd,  it  was  stated  that  in 
order  to  have  Mr.  Thompson's  scheme  carried  into  effect  it 
would  be  necessary  to  go  to  Parliament  for  an  Act. 

Mr.  Pratt  regarded  Mr.  Thompson's  scheme  as  premature 
and  not  quite  workable  at  the  present  time,  although  he 
agreed  with  a  great  deal  of  it.  He  had  a  strong  opinion 
that  that  district  should  be  represented  on  the  Council  of 


the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  he  hoped  that  before  the 
next  election  in  May  something  would  be  done  to  bring  that 
about.  Until  lately  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  bis 
opinion,  had  not  represented  the  trade  properly  as  a  trade. 
It  had  been  quite  as  apathetic  as  the  chemists  of  the  count*y 
generally.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  it  now  seemed  to  be 
stirring.  If  that  were  so  there  would  soon  be  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  members. 

Mr.  Swinn  was  distinctly  in  favour  of  Mr.  Thompson's 
idea  of  district  representation.  Any  body  of  men  who 
attempted  to  act  in  concert  should  have  a  recognised  head, 
and  that  head  might  be  found  by  each  district  in  the 
representative  it  elected  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council. 
But  he  was  not  at  all  sure  that  Mr.  Thompson's  scheme 
would  conduce  to  the  end  he  had  in  view.  His  (Mr. 
Swinn 's)  idea  was  that  they  should  very  much  inorease  the 
number  of  local  secretaries.  It  was  surely  absurd  that  a 
district  like  Manchester  and  Salford  should  have  only  one 
representative  while  any  little  pottering  place  in  the  country 
could  appoint  one  of  their  number  local  secretary.  He 
suggested  that  each  division  that  sent  a  member  to  Parlia- 
ment should  have  at  least  one  representative  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  in  the  capacity  of  local  secretary.  He 
did  not  think  much  good  would  be  done  in  pharmaceutical 
matters  so  long  as  the  present  system  of  representation 
remained.  He  had  had  some  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Cross  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  had  urged  him  in  his 
capacity  of  Vice-President  to  briDg  the  matter  before  the 
Council,  and  he  was  hopeful  that  ere  long  something  would 
be  done  in  the  direction  he  had  indicated. 

In  reply  to  observations  by  Mr.  Wm.  Wilkinson, 

The  Chairman  said  the  Council  appeared  to  have  no 
objection  to  assistant  secretaries,  and  it  was  agreed,  he 
believed,  that  a  borough  like  Salford  certainly  ought  to 
have  a  local  secretary,  and,  perhaps,  also  an  assistant  secre- 
tary ;  but  it  was  thought  that  it  would  lead  to  complica- 
tions to  have  a  city  like  Manchester  split  up  into  various 
districts,  with  a  local  secretary  in  each.  It  might  be  pos- 
sible, however,  to  get  a  local  secretary  and  assistant  secre- 
taries for  the  city. 

Mr.  Blackrurn,  the  hon.  secretary,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry, 
said  he  thought  they  could  get  gentlemen  quite  willing  and 
quite  capable  to  act,  but  the  difficulty  was  to  make  an  amicable 
arrangement  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  As  he  under- 
stood, the  Society  was  willing  to  appoint  a  local  secretary 
for  Salford  and  an  assistant  local  secretary  for  Manchester, 
but  they  did  not  think  that  was  sufficient.  In  the  Manches- 
ter district  there  was  far  more  than  one  man  could  do  with 
an  assistant.  There  ought  to  be  at  least  six  assistant  secre- 
taries, among  whom  the  work  could  be  divided. 

Mr.  Wm.  Kirkey  said  he  considered  it  would  be  vain  for 
them  to  go  to  Parliament  at  the  present  time  for  power  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  Mr.  Thomp-on.  To  his  mind  Mr. 
Thompson  had  not  made  out  where  the  advantage  would 
come  in  of  havirig  one  man  from  each  district.  He  under- 
stood that  Mr.  Thompson  would  simply  have  the  chemists  of 
the  Manchester  district  vote  for  one  man  and  no  one  else, 
whereas  they  had  at  present  the  right  to  vote  for  fourteen 
men — for  Mr.  Thompson's  one  man  and  other  thirteen.  He 
thought  it  somewhat  unreasonable  to  expect  that  all  the 
chemists  and  druggists  on  the  register  would  flock  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a  large 
number  of  those  who  were  on  the  register  at  present  were 
nothing  but  drysalters,  and  to  expect  them  to  join  was 
somewhat  unreasonable.  Nothing  they  could  do  in  the  way 
of  altering  the  constitution  of  the  Society  would  induce 
these  men  to  join  ;  they  must  not  look  forward  to  a  millen- 
nium of  that  kind,  because  it  could  not  come. 

Mr.  Lane  said  there  really  was  district  representation 
now,  and  on  that  account  he  could  not  fall  in  entirely  with 
Mr.  Thompson's  scheme. 

Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  agreed  that  associates  in  business 
should  be  recognised  as  members.  The  associates  ougbt  to 
take  the  place  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  who  were  in 
business  before  1868. 

Mr.  C.  Johnstone  suggested  that  by  way  of  beginning  in 
a  practical  way  with  Mr.  Thompson's  scheme  they  should 
take  steps  to  bring  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  distriot 
nito  the  Manchester  Association.    For  this  purpose  they 


December  24,  1882.] 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST. 


895 


might  divide  the  district  in  the  manner  Mr.  Thompson  sug- 
gested the  country  should  be  divided. 

The  discussion  came  to  a  close  without  arjy  resolution 
beicg  passed. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  December  7.  On  the 
motion  of  the  President,  it  was  agreed  to  send  a  resolution 
of  condolence  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Ainslie, 
who  had  been  a  generous  supporter  of  the  Association.  Mr. 
Hugh  Keee  read  a  note  on 

Ste.  Feeei  Iodidi, 

in  the  course  of  which  he  stated  that  he  had  obtained  a  stable 
and  satisfactory  preparation  by  the  following  formula, 
which  is  based  on  the  formula  for  syrupus  ferri  sub- 
chloridi : — 

Bright  iron  wire  I  oz. 

Iodine   2  „ 

Citric  acid  80  gr. 

Distilled  water      ..       ..       ..       . .    13  fl.  oz. 

Refined  sugar  ..       . .    24  oz. 

Prepare  the  syrup  as  directed  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  finally  add  the 
citric  acid  previously  dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  the  water. 

The  Conditions  of  Laboue. 

The  Seceetaet  read  a  letter  from  the  London  Assistants' 
Association  asking  the  co-operation  of  the  Edinburgh  Asso- 
ciation in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  labour  matter.  It  was 
resolved  that  while  the  Association  regarded  such  matters 
as  outside  the  sphere  of  their  special  work,  they  cordially 
sympathised  with  the  London  Association,  and  wished  them 
all  success.  It  was  agreed  to  communicate  with  the  London 
Association  and  give  any  information  they  might  desire. 

Foe  Shhinking  the  Phaemacopceia. 

Mr.  Donald  McBwan  took  up  this  topic,  his  paper  con- 
sisting mainly  of  reasons  for  omitting  the  following  articles 
from  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  by 
Professor  Charteris  : — Acetum,  Argentum  2>urificatum,  Cala- 
mina  preparata,  Carbo  animalis  purificaius,  Carbo  ligni, 
Cataplasms,  Farina  tritici.  Glycerinum  tragacantha.  Lac, 
Mistura  scammnnii,  Lamella,  Liquor  arsenicalis,  Liquor 
arsenici  hydrochloricus  (a  solution  of  arsenic  in  water 
instead  of  these),  Liquor  ferri  acetatis  fortior,  Tinctura  ferri 
acetatis,  Tinctura  ferri  perchloridi,  Liquor  cinci  chloridi, 
and  Pterocarpi  lignum.  In  some  cases  substitutes  for  these 
were  proposed. 

The  discussion  of  Mr.  Donald  McEwan's  notes  was  ad- 
journed to  December  14,  when  it  was  resumed  by  the 
opener,  and,  when  he  had  spoken,  the  Chaieman  (Mr. 
W.  B.  Cowie)  said  many  articles  referred  to  by  Professor 
Charteris  were  largely  used,  and  he  could  not  agree  to  their 
deletion.  He  thought  very  important  and  useful  alterations 
might  be  made  by  altering  the  spirit-strength  of  the 
menstruum  in  the  case  of  many  tinctures  in  the  light  of 
Messrs.  Farr  and  Wright's  work. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Macpheeson  reminded  the  meeting  that  the 
Pharmacopoeia  is  not  a  pharmacist's  book,  but  a  list  of  pre- 
parations required  by  the  physician.  The  chief  aim  of  the 
pharmacist  should  be  not  to  decide  what  should  or  should 
not  b8  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  to  amend  and  perfect  such 
preparations  as  medical  men  prescribed.  The  Pharmacopoeia 
ought  to  be  concise,  but  it  must  also  be  comprehensive. 
Professor  Charteris  had  suggested  120  deletions,  but 
there  were  at  least  30  or  40  that  might  be  added  to  that 
number.  They  should  eliminate  redundant  preparations — 
such  as  the  three  red  syrups — of  which  one  was  enough. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Heney  thought  gentian  mixture,  carbolic  oil, 
and  Parrish's  and  Easton's  syrups  might  be  added  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  Sulphate  of  beberine  was  coming  into  use 
again. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  instead  of  giving  the  density  of  acetum 
scillse  it  would  be  better  to  have  it  made  up  to  a  definite 
volume.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  a  volumetric 
test — such  as  Sutton's  uranium  nitrate  one — for  concentrated 
phosphoric  acid.  The  tests  for  ether  and  chloroform  should 
be  revised.   For  the  unstable  citrate  of  caffeine  the  hydro- 


bromate  should  be  substituted.  There  should  be  an  ammo- 
mated  extract  of  ergot.  Cascara  extract  should  be  made 
by  percolation.  With  regard  to  extract  of  coca  it  was 
ordered  to  be  evaporated  on  a  water-bath,  and  this  was  ob- 
jectionable because  Hesse  had  shown  that  at  80°  C. 
cocaine  is  decomposed  in  aqueous  solution.  There  should 
be  a  glycerinum  acidi  borici,  which  was  largely  pre- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Hill  also  spoke,  and  Mr.  McEwan  replied . 


fiegof  Reports. 


The  Asthma-ctjre  Qdabeel. 

The  Geddes  v.  Stephens  case  was  resumed  on  Decem- 
ber 16,  in  the  High  Court,  before  Lord  Coleridge  and  a 
special  jury.  Mr.  W.  E.  Geddes,  it  will  be  remembered, 
carrying  on  business  as  the  Geddes  Manufacturing 
Company,  249  High  Holborn,  claims  damages  from  Mr.  T.  E. 
Stephens,  carrying  on  business  as  Dr.  W.  B.  Hair  &  Son,  at 
249i  High  Holborn,  for  alleged  malicious  prosecution  and 
false  imprisonment.  The  defendant  denies  malice  and 
pleads  reasonable  and  probable  cause.  We  have  already 
reported  the  previous  stages  of  the  action.  Counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  were  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Horace 
Avory,  and  Mr.  A.  Gill ;  for  the  defendant,  Mr.  Lockwood, 
Q.C.,  Mr.  Charles  Mathews,  and  Mr.  Scrutton. 

The  defendant's  case  was  continued. 

Miss  Laura  Butler  said  she  was  at  one  time  in  the  service 
of  Mr.  Geddes  at  45  Farringdon  Road,  as  a  clerk.  She  left 
his  employ  in  1890.  The  first  time  she  saw  Mr.  Stephens 
was  when  she  appeared  during  the  proceedings  at  Bow 
Street.  She  made  to  him  and  some  police  officers  written 
and  verbal  statements.  Afterwards,  on  February  11,  she 
made  a  further  statement  at  249^  High  Holborn. 

Sir  E.  Clarke  submitted  that  the  statement  could  not  be 
known  to  Mr.  Stephens  at  the  time  of  the  prosecution,  and 
therefore  there  could  be  no  justification. 

The  statement  of  Miss  Butler  was  then  read  by  Mr. 
Lockwood.  She  said  she  remembered  seeing  in  the  safe 
4,000  or  5,000  names  which,  Mr.  Geddes  told  her,  were  those 
of  asthmatics.  It  was  given  to  Miss  Pillow  to  hand  to  Miss 
Longworth,  another  employ  6,  to  copy  the  names  on  wrappers. 
Miss  Longworth  took  the  book  home,  and  she  and  her  sister 
copied  the  names,  after  which  the  book  was  returned  to 
45  Farringdon  Road.  She  afterwards  saw  the  book  in  a 
lower  room  being  burnt  by  Miss  Pillow  and  Mrs.  Press.  She 
said,  "  You  have  been  burning  that  book,"  and  they  said  that 
was  so.  Mr.  Geddes  had  no  books  of  his  own  customers 
containing  several  thousand  names.  Of  this  she  was 
positive.  She  knew  the  book  contained  the  names  of 
asthmatic  patients  because  the  wrappers  were  used  with 
asthmatic  pamphlets.  Miss  Longworth  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Geddes,  and  she  gave  him  a  receipt.  Witness  alsr  saw  a 
large  number  of  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Ormsb-  and  the 
manager  of  Dr.  B.  W.  Hair  &  Son  destroyed  at  45  Farringdon 
Road.  They  were  torn  up  by  Miss  Pillow  and  witness,  and 
were  thrown  away.  This  occupied  several  mornings.  She 
knew  there  were  others  at  High  Holborn.  When  the  case 
between  Dr.  Hair  and  Mr.  Geddes  came  on  Miss  Pillow  came 
to  her  to  see  if  she  would  give  evidence  for  Mr.  Geddes,  and 
offered  her  three  months'  salary  if  she  would.  Witness  said 
that  if  she  gave  evidence  she  would  have  to  tell  the  truth. 
In  1889  Mr.  Geddes  asked  her  to  go  to  Miss  Longworth  and1 
find  out  if  Dr.  Hair  &  Son  had  been  communicating  with  her 
about  a  book  of  names.  She  was  to  pretend  the  book  had 
been  lost,  and  that  was  the  reason  for  her  inquiring.  There 
were  many  letters  brought  from  Holborn  to  Farringdon  Road 
to  be  destroyed.  Witness  acted  on  the  instructions  of  Miss 
Pillow  in  tearing  up  the  letters.  Nearly  all  the  assistants 
at  Farringdon  Road  helped  in  wrapping  up  the  asthma 
pamphlets.  She  remembered  in  May,  1889,  going  to  Hair  & 
Son's  office  for  a  bottle  of  Dr.  Spencer's  asthma-cure  for  Mr. 
Geddes,  who  told  her  to  get  a  receipt  for  the  money,  which 
might  assist  him  in  bis  action. 

In  cross-examination  Sir  E.  Clarke  handed  a  letter  to 
witness  written  to  Miss  Pillow  by  her,  in  which  she  said  she 
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had  discovered  she  could  not  stay  away  from  business  for 
two  or  three  days  during  the  trial  or  she  would  lose  her 
situation.  The  object  of  tbe  order  for  Spencer's  cure  was 
to  find  out  if  Mr.  Stephens  was  selling  his  own  cure.  She 
admitted  writing  letters  to  Mr.  Geddes  while  he  was  in 
America  saying  that  she  had  found  out  that  the  names  of 
Geddes's  customers  had  been  copied  from  the  parcels  by 
Dr.  Hair  &  Son  and  pamphlets  condemning  Mr.  Geddes  had 
been  sent  to  those  customers.  To  find  out  if  this  were  so 
witness  purposely  addressed  some  parcels  wrongly,  and 
pamphlets  similarly  addressed  were  sent  out  by  Dr.  Hair 
&  Son.  Parcels  which  should  have  gone  to  Cockshead  were 
sent  to  Cocksedge,  and  to  a  Mrs.  Naylor  instead  of  a  Mrs. 
Taylor.  The  reason  witness  left  Mr.  Geddes's  employ  was 
that  a  young  lady  who  had  more  recently  entered  his  employ 
was  receiving  a  larger  salary  than  she  did,  and  that  witness's 
salary  was  reduced. 

George  Coleman,  formerly  housekeeper  at  249J  High 
Holborn,  remembered  on  one  occasion  the  closet  pipe  was 
blocked.  He  cleared  it,  and  found  the  obstruction  was 
caused  by  many  torn-up  letters  addressed  to  Dr.  Hair  and 
Mr.  Ormsby. 

In  cross  examination  witness  said  there  was  a  vrae  s  plate 
at  the  bottom  of  the  staircase  with  the  words  '■  Tne  Geddes 
Manufacturing  Co."  Witness  had  been  discharged  from 
-cleaning  the  Geddes  windows.  He  denied  that  one  night  he 
was  drunk  and  assaulted  Miss  Pillow  on  the  staircase,  and 
that  this  was  the  reason  Mr.  Geddes  discharged  him. 

Mr.  Thomas  Broad,  lithograph  printer,  of  Featherstone 
Buildings,  said  that  on  the  order  of  Mr.  Ormsby  he  printed 
10,000  circulars  "to  my  asthmatic  friends."  They  were 
delivered  at  Farringdon  Boad,  and  Mrs.  Geddes  paid 
witness. 

Cross-  examined,  witness  said  he  delivered  the  circulars 
according  to  Ormsby's  instructions. 

This  closed  the  case  for  the  defence,  and  thereupon  Sir  B. 
Clarke  proposed  to  recall  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
plaintiff,  to  rebut  statements  made  by  the  defendant's 
witnesses. 

Mr.  Lockwood  resisted  the  application,  because  if  it  were 
allowed  the  case  would  be  interminable. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  the  course  would  be  incon- 
venient, but  rather  than  anj  thing  should  be  kept  back  he 
would  allow  it. 

Mrs.  Geddes  then  went  into  the  box.  She  said  as  to  the 
bcoks  delivered  by  Mr.  Fraser,  they  were  handed  to  Mr. 
Ormsby,  who  took  them  away  with  him  to  America. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Lockwood,  she  said  Mr. 
Ormsby  told  her  he  had  been  abused  by  Mr.  Stephens  and 
his  son,  and  that  he  was  going  to  take  back  the  books  to 
Dr.  Hair.  She  denied  that  Ormsby's  object  in  going  to 
America  was  to  get  the  Hair  formula  for  asthma-cure. 

Mrs.  Press,  who  had  not  been  in  the  box  before,  was  now 
called.  There  was  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  she  ever 
went  crying  to  Mr.  Stephens  and  confessed  she  blacked  out 
tbe  letters  on  his  door,  and  say  iug  she  was  only  a  servant.  She 
did  r  ot  black  out  the  letters. 

Tha  Lord  Chief  Justice  :  Did  you  believe  Mr.  Stephens  had 
done  it  >  imself  ? — Well,  really,  my  Lord,  I  did.  (Laughter.) 

Miss  E.  Lorjgworth  said  it  was  not  true  she  told  Mr. 
Stephens  she  had  copied  names  and  addresses  out  of  Dr. 
Hair's  book.  She  never  said  she  had  assisted  in  tearing  up 
thousands  of  letters  addressed  to  Ormsby  and  Dr.  Hair  at 
Farringdon  Boad. 

In  cross-examination,  Miss  Longworth  said  the  book  she 
did  copy  names  from  had  the  word  "  asthma  "  or  "  asthmatics" 
upon  it.    There  might  have  been  1,000  names  in  the  book. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson  (nee  Longworth),  sister  of  the  last  witness, 
was  also  called.  For  some  time,  she  said,  she  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Vogeler  Company.  She  remembered  in  1888 
a  book  being  sent  to  her  sister  to  copy  out  on  wrappers  the 
names  and  addresses  contained  in  it.  She  should  say  there 
were  from  5,000  to  7,000  names. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Lockwood,  witness  said  that  on 
the  outside  of  the  book  was  the  word  "  asthma "  or 
"asthmatics."  The  Vogeler  Company  had  nothing  to  do 
with  asthma-cure.  The  book  was  not  a  new  one  but 
appeared  to  have  had  names  inserted  from  time  to  time. 
Either  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Geddes  gave  her  the  book  to  copy  wrappers 
from.   The  wrappers  contained  asthma  pamphlets. 

Mr.  Lockwood  then  addressed  the  jury  on  behalf  of  the 


defendant.  He  pressed  the  point  that  the  Vogeler  Company 
had  nothing  to  do  with  asthma-cure,  jet  a  book  containing 
the  names  of  asthmatic  patients  found  its  waj  to  Farringdon 
Boad.  That  book,  he  maintained,  was  the  one  taken  from 
Dr,  Hair's  office  by  Mr.  Ormsby,  and  which  he  bad  actually 
stolen.  .  The  object  of  the  Geddes  Manufacturing  Company 
in  establishing  itself  next  door  to  Dr.  Hair  &  Son  was  to  gain 
the  help  of  Ormsby  as  manager,  and  ultimately  the  possession 
of  the  book  of  names.  Conduct  more  heinous  than  that 
alleged  against  Mr.  Stephens  could  not  be  imagined.  The 
question  put  to  him  plump  was  whether  the  letters  found  in 
the  Geddes  letter-box  were  not  put  there  by  himself.  Prac- 
tically therefore,  he  was  accused  of  putting  an  article  in  a 
man's  pocket  and  then  calling  upon  the  police  to  arrest  the 
man  for  stealing  that  article.  Mr.  Geddes  had  entered  into 
a  nefarious  scheme  with  Ormsby.  Geddes  got  letters  in- 
tended for  Dr.  Hair ;  he  opened  them  and  took  down  the 
names,  and  if  there  was  any  money  in  the  letters  he  would 
write  back  sajing  that  the  firm  of  Hair  had  ceased  to  exist 
in  this  country,  and  asking  if  he  should  send  the  Ormsby 
cure,  which  was  much  better.  Mr.  Stephens  was  reasonably 
entitled  to  believe  that  his  correspondence  was  being 
tampered  with,  and  he  took  a  not  improper  course  in  laying 
an  information  before  a  magistrate.  As  to  the  search,  it  was 
not  true  he  had  played  a  match  against  time  in  order  to  gain 
the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Geddes  for  that  night. 

Sir  E.  Clarke,  in  replying,  admitted  that  tbe  question 
whether  Mr.  Geddes  used  Dr.  Hair's  books  was  important, 
but  it  was  not  directly  relevant  in  this  case.  Mr.  Geddes 
had  been  imprisoned  through  the  action  of  Mr.  Stephens. 
Was  Mr.  Stephens  therefore  to  be  absolved  from  paying 
damages  because  he  found,  through  reading  letters  which  he 
ought  not  to  have  read,  that  in  1888  a  book  went  from  Dr. 
Hair  to  Mr.  Geddes  instead  of  from  Dr.  Hair  to  himself,  and 
held  this  out  as  a  reason  he  should  not  be  punished  for  his 
action  in  1892 1  Who  in  the  world  could  say,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  the  jury,  to  whom  that  book  of  names  really 
belonged  ?  He  would  remind  the  jury  that  in  the  autumn  of 
1888  Mr.  Stephens,  in  order  to  avoid  the  results  of  a  prior 
civil  action,  made  over  all  his  property,  including  this  very 
book,  to  Dr.  Hair  in  America. 

The  learned  counsel  was  still  addressing  the  jury  when  the 
Court  rose. 

On  Saturday  when  the  case  was  called,  Sir  E.  Clarke  said 
he  had  a  very  bad  cold  and  had  completely  lost  his  voice,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  continue  his  address,  and 
he  asked  that  the  case  be  adjourned  till  Monday. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  be  was  extremely  sorry.  Once 
when  he  was  in  the  same  position  the  late  Lord  Cockburn  was 
good  enough  to  adjourn  the  case,  and  he  was  willing  that 
should  be  done  in  tbe  present  instance.  The  jury  expressed 
their  willingness,  and  accordingly  the  Court  at  once  rose. 

The  address  of  Sir  Edward  Clarke  to  the  jury  was  con- 
tinued on  Monday.  He  pointed  out  what  he  held  to  be  in- 
consistencies in  the  evidence  put  forward  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Stephens.  There  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  on  either 
side  to  show  that  a  book  belonging  to  Dr.  B.  W.  Hair  &  Son 
was  ever  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Geddes.  The  story  told 
about  the  test-letters  which  by  some  means  reached  Mr. 
Geddes  was  extremely  improbable.  The  suggestion  in 
respect  to  the  Von  Briiner  letter  was  that  Mr.  Geddes  had 
fished  it  out  of  Mr.  Stephens's  letter  box  and  then  sent  it 
round  to  Mr.  Stephens  after  reading  it.  Bather  would  the 
jury  believe,  he  thought,  that  Mr.  Stephens  had  himself 
placed  the  letter  in  Mr  Geddes's  box.  Even  if  Mr.  Geddes  had 
got  the  letter  he  bad  not  taken  the  address,  as  Mr.  Stephens 
believed  he  would.  Was  it  likely  Mr.  Geddes  was  rogue 
enough  to  steal  the  two  other  letters  and  fool  enough  to  keep 
them  in  his  possession  without  making  any  use  of  them  1 
The  learned  counsel  submitted  that  it  was  Mr.  Stephens  who 
laid  these  trap-letters  in  his  rival's  letter  box.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  search-warrant 
Sir  Edward  Clarke  described  as  most  cruel.  Mr.  Stephens 
knew  perfectly  well  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for 
the  charge  he  made  against  Mr.  Geddes.  Mr.  Geddes  had 
changed  his  address  from  249£  to  249  High  Holborn,  so  that 
the  correspondence  of  the  rival  firms  might  be  kept  apart. 
Mr.  Stephens  had  ransacked  the  private  letter-book  of  Mr. 
Geddes,  and  yet  he  could  show  no  trace  of  any  illegitimate 
rivalry.  On  the  other  hand  it  had  been  demonstrated  that 
Mr.  Stephens  was  guilty  of  illegitimate  rivalry,  for  after  a 
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clever  trap  had  been  laid  for  him  by  Miss  Batler,  he  got 
names  and  addresses  from  parcels  sent  out  by  tb.3  Geddes 
Manufacturing  Company  and  sent  libels  to  Mr.  Geddes's 
customers.  If  he  would  stoop  to  this  mean  expedient,  was 
it  not  likely  he  would  adopt,  a  like  expedient  of  dropping 
opened  letters  into  Mr.  Geddes's  letter-box  ?  The  action  he 
had  taken  was  actuated  by  private  malice  and  the  -hope  of 
personal  advantage.  Sir  Edward  concluded  his  speech 
amidst  considerable  applause,  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
strongly  denounced,  saying  that  the  coort  was  not  a 
theatre. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  summing  up,  said  the  case  was 
interesting  to  the  public  to  some  extent,  because  the  public 
dealt  in  the  wares  which  both  parties  sold.  Cariosity  was 
not  altogether  confined  to  the  customers,  and  even  an  old 
judge  would  like  to  know  why  the  Geddes  Manufacturing 
Company  established  their  business  at  249^  High  Holborn, 
where  Hair  &  Son  had  been  manufacturing  asthma- cures  for 
some  years.  London  was  a  large  place,  and  England  a  free 
country,  so  Mr.  Geddes  had  a  right  to  go  where  he  liked ; 
but  still  it  was  somewhat  curious  that  his  place  of  business 
should  be  at  the  same  address,  and  next  door  to  a  person 
dealing  in  the  same  medicine.  Again,  Mr.  Ormsby,  on 
leaving  the  employ  of  Hair  &  Son,  now  carried  on  by  Mr. 
Stephens,  and  taking  with  him  the  book  of  six  or  seven 
thousand  names,  went  across  the  staircase,  and  became  the 
trusted  servant  of  Mr.  Geddes.  The  names  in  that  book 
were  copied  into  another  boob  by  Mr.  Fraser,  and  the  two 
books  were  handed  over  to  Mrs.  Geddes,  and  Mr.  Geddes 
paid  Fraser  for  his  work.  That  book  found  its  way  to  45  Far- 
ringdon  Road,  where  there  was  no  business  whatever  carried 
on  in  asthma-cures.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Geddes  had  the 
book  at  Farringdon  Road,  where  it  had  no  right  to  be. 
Whether  a  man  who  did  that  came  into  court  with  entirely 
clean  hands  was  a  matter  for  the  jury  to  decide.  Mr. 
Stephens  had  complaints  about  orders  not  being  executed, 
and  along  with  the  book  going  into  his  rival's  possession, 
and  the  statement  that  a  closet- pipe  in  Geddes's  residence 
had  been  choked  with  letters  intended  for  him,  he  naturally 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  had  something  to  do  with 
orders  going  wrong.  No  doubt  if  his  windows  were  blackened 
over  by  his  rival's  orders,  Mr  Stephens  would  be  very  angry. 
If  the  law  had  been  a  little  overstepped  they  must  take 
into  consideration  what  effect  all  these  things  would  have 
upon  Mr.  Stephens's  mind  Turning  to  the  interpolation  of 
a  sentence  in  a  letter  dictated  by  Mr.  Stephens,  from  Mr. 
Geddes's  letters,  to  a  shorthand-writer,  his  Lordship  said  the 
matter  was  very  curious.  Was  Mr.  Stephens's  account  at  all 
satisfactory  ?  He  said  that  the  clerk  had  incorporated  an 
observation  intended  for  Mr.  Wontner.  Unfortunately,  he 
purported  to  remember  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Wontner,  and 
this  was  not  the  same  as  was  in  the  letter.  What  was  in 
the  letter  fitted  with  the  rest  of  the  letter ;  what  he  now 
stated  he  said  did  not  fit.  If  Mr.  Stephens  had  put  in  the 
words  intending  to  mislead  his  opponent,  he  did  an  ex- 
tremely discreditable  thing.  The  most  interesting  witness 
was  Miss  Butler,  who  had  really  given  evidence  on  both 
sides.  She  had  given  very  cogent  testimony  that  Mr. 
Stephens  was  not  above  misappropriating  addresses  from 
parcels  sect  out  by  the  Geddes  Company.  When  this  course 
was  being  pursued  he  would  not  say  it  was  a  case  of  Greek 
meeting  Greek,  because  he  had  a  great  respect  for  the 
Greeks ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  a  case  of  trader  against  trader 
trying  to  get  one  aoothei's  business.  If  Miss  Butler's 
statement  about  destroying  a  book  at  Farringdon  Road, 
and  tearing  up  many  letters,  were  true,  it  showed  on 
the  part  of  Mr,  Geddes  an  unfair  and  dishonest  attempt 
to  interfere  with  the  business  of  Hair  &  Son.  Although 
Miss  Batler  appeared  on  the  side  of  Stephens  now, 
there  was  nothing  really  inconsistent  in  her  story.  The 
question  for  the  jury  was  whether  the  defendant  had  been 
substantially  wronged  by  the  plaintiff  in  the  action;  that 
was  what  they  should  think  of  in  considering  damages.  As 
to  the  charge  of  theft,  if  Mr.  Stephens  was  convinced  Mr. 
Geddes  was  undermining  hin,  he  had  a  moral  justification 
to  do  what  he  did ;  but  if  he  put  forward  the  charge  for  the 
purpose  of  misleading  a  magistrate  and  to  crush  his  rival, 
then,  certainly,  no  damages  against  him  could  be  too  great. 
Now,  although  he  (the  Judge)  had  used  strong  observations 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Geddes,  he  had  no  high  opinion  of  Mr. 
Stephens.   Under  the  warrant  he  had  ransacked,  which  he 


had  no  right  to  do,  Mr.  Geddes's  private  letter-book  and 
picked  out  those  things  which  largely  made  up  his  present 
case.  Was  not  that  unjustifiable  and  immoral  ?  Was  it  not 
strong  evidence  of  bitter  feeling  1  Then  the  police  pro- 
ceedings were  launched.  Mr.  Stephens  was  guilty  of 
conduct  which  it  was  impossible  to  defend.  There  was  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides  against  both  parties.  If  the 
jurycame  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Stephens  was  justified 
in  his  action,  then  they  would  return  a  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant ;  but  if  they  believed  he  acted  maliciously,  then  they 
would  return  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  and  award  such 
damages  as  they  thought  proper. 

The  jury  were  absent  for  some  time  considering  their 
verdict.  They  found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  300Z.  damages. 
Judgment  was  entered  accordingly. 


The  "Lion"  Pills,  Ointment,  and  Tonic. 

On  Friday  in  last  week  Mr.  Warmington,  Q.C.  (wish  him 
Mr.  Little),  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Henry  James  Deacon,  of 
Beckenham,  applied  to  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  sitting  in  the 
Chancery  Division,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  Mr.  Edwin 
Burgess,  jun.,  of  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  from  using  or 
causing  to  be  used  the  words  "  Edward  Burgess,  Lion,"  or 
any  other  similar  words,  and  with  or  without  any  accom- 
panying device,  as  descriptive  of  any  ointment,  pills,  or  tonic,, 
brain  and  nerve  mixture,  in  or  upon  any  labels  or  wrappers 
affixed  to  or  used  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  such  pre- 
parations, calculated  to  represent  articles  of  the  kind 
mentioned,  and  manufactured  by  him,  as  the  manufacture  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  from  using  the  plaintiff's  trade-mark, 
No.  36,203,  or  representing  that  he  has  any  interest  in  the 
business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Edwin  Burg-  ss,  at  117 
High  Holborn,  as  the  manufacturer  and  vendor  of  the  said 
"  Lion  "  pills,  ointment,  and  tonic  medicine. 

Plaintiff,  the  learned  counsel  said,  was  the  purchaser  from 
the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  o£  Mr.  Edwin  Burgess,  the  origi- 
nator and  manufacturer  of  these  preparations,  with  whom 
defendant  worked  and  carried  on  the  business.  The  "  Lion  " 
trade-mark  was  registered  bv  Mr.  Burgess,  the  elder,  in 
January,  1835,  and  in  June,  1892,  he  was  adjudicated  bank- 
rupt. In  July  defendant,  who  had  been  a  managing  clerk 
in  his  father's  business,  wrote  to  the  Official  Receiver  offering 
first  51.  and  then  10Z  for  the  right  to  ui-e  the  "  Lion  "  trade- 
mark, but  this  was  refused  as  inadequate.  Defendant  then, 
advertised  the  preparations,  but  the  Official  Receiver  took 
steps  to  stop  it,  and  in  November  defendant  applied  for  the 
registration  of  a  label  with  the  words  "  E.  Burgess,  jun  ,"  but 
the  Comptroller  refused  to  proceed  with  the  application  on 
account  of  the  existence  of  the  trade-mark  in  question.  In 
November  last  the  Official  Rsceiver  wrote  to  defe  dant  calling 
on  him  at  once  to  discontinue  the  label  he  was  using  and  the 
words  "  Burgess's  Lion  "  pills,  ointment,  or  brain  and  nerve 
tonic,  on  the  ground  that  they  formed  part  of  the  proprietary 
rights  in  the  estate,  and  the  defendant's  preparations  were 
colourable  imitations  of  those  which  were  his  (the  Official 
Receiver'^)  property.  Plaintiff  purchased  the  goodwill  of 
the  business  at  117  High  Holborn,  and  also  the  trade-mark, 
from  the  Official  Receiver  for  601 ,  the  bankrupt  being 
described  in  the  assignment  executed  to  plaintiff  by  the 
Official  Receiver  as  the  manufacturer  and  vendor  of  the 
three  articles.  Defendant  had,  however,  in  similar  boxes  to 
those  used  bv  the  bankrupt,  but  without  the  "  Lion  "  mark, 
sold  pills,  ointment,  and  tonic  as  "  Prepared  by  E  Burgess, 
jun.,  manager  and  manufacturer  of  the  celebrated  remedies 
of  the  late  firm  from  the  commencement,"  and  adding,  "  No 
connection  with  any  other  firm  of  the  same  name  "  ;  and  he 
had  issued  a  bill  in  the  form  of  a  "  Spec  al  Notice,"  that 
"owing  to  the  cessation  of  the  business  conduced  by  the 
firm  of  E.  Burgess,  117  High  Holborn,  E  Burgess,  jun.,  who 
was  manager  and  manufacturer  of  the  Lion  '  pills  and  oint- 
ment for  the  firm  from  their  commencement,  has  opened 
business  at  59  Gray's  Inn  Road,  where  he  hopes  to  receive 
the  support  of  those  who  have  derived  benefit  from  their  use." 
"  None  nre  genuine,"  another  bill  stated,  "  unless  the  label 
bears  '59  Gray's  Inn  Road';  all  others  are  spurious  imita- 
tions." Since  the  commencement  of  these  proceedings  (Mr. 
Warmington  went  on  to  say)  defendant  har)  verbally  altered 
these  bills,  by  omitting  the  "  Lion "  picture,  and  adding 
"jun.,"  to  the  name  Burgess.  He  had  written  to  the  Che- 
mists' Association,  to  F.  Newbery  &  Sons,  and  others  that  the 
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preparations  made  by  the  plaintiff  were  spurious  imitations  of 
his  ointment  and  pills ;  and  he  had  advertised  in  the  Standard, 
newspaper,  informing  the  trade  that  he  was  the  only  manu- 
facturer of  the  ointment,  pills,  and  tonic,  as  supplied  by  the 
late  firm,  for  whom  he  was  manager  and  manufacturer,  and 
that  unless  59  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  appeared  on  the 
wrapper  they  were  imitations.  The  learned  counsel  put  in 
the  affidavits  of  Mr.  Shillcock,  of  Bromley,  Mr.  Bell,  and 
others,  to  the  effect  that  they  had  bought  what  proved  to  be 
defendant's  preparations,  believing  them  to  be  those  of  the 
original  manufacturer  and  vendor ;  and  he  submitted  the 
plaintiff  was  clearly  entitled  to  the  injunction  for  which  he 
asked. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Renshaw,  Q  C,  read  the  defendant's 
affidavit,  to  the  effect  that  ne  was  manager  and  manufac- 
turer of  the  "  Lion  "  ointment,  pills,  and  tonic  for  the  late  firm 
from  their  commencement,  and  made  them  for  his  father 
from  the  time  he  first  began  business.  He  had  never  known 
his  father  make  them  himself.  There  never  was  any  under- 
standing between  his  father  and  himself  that  he  should  not 
make  these  medicines  on  his  own  account ;  he  was  his 
father's  only  son,  and  he  left  him  entirely  free  in  the  matter. 
His  father  was  originally  a  hairdresser,  and  had  invented 
the  ointment  as  a  hair- restorer,  but  he  found  it  was  effectual 
in  curing  sores,  ringworm,  and  the  like,  and  when  he  (defen- 
dant) was  about  fiEteen  years  of  age  they  talked  together 
about  getting  up  a  special  business  for  the  sale  of  the  oint- 
ment. He  composed  and  issued  the  first  advertisement,  and 
saw  personally  to  the  registration  of  the  trade-mark.  He 
himself  introduced  the  pills  and  tonic,  and  no  one  else  ever 
knew  how  to  make  them;  his  father  himself  never  knew  how 
to  make  them.  His  father  was  now  suffering  from  softening 
of  the  brain,  and  was  quite  incapable  of  doing  aoy  business, 
and  deponent  believed  that  he  (defendant)  was  the  only 
person  who  knew  how  to  make  the  said  "Lion"  ointment, 
pills,  and  tonic.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  his  father 
being  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  the  Shet.ff  seized  uisstock-in- 
trade,  which  was  bought  on  defendant's  behalf;  the  shop 
in  Holborn  was  closed,  and  the  business  entirely  ceased. 
Not  imagining  that  the  business  would  be  ever  carrkd  on 
again,  he  set  up  business  in  Gray's  Inn  Road,  and  sold  the 
stock-in-trade — which  was  purchased  from  the  Sheriff — just 
as  it  was  bought,  except  that  he  struck  out  the  trade- mark 
on  the  labels,  as  he  thought  he  had  no  right  to  use  it.  The 
whole  of  this  stock  was  disposed  of  by  him  prior  to  June 
last.  He  had  never  used  his  father's  trade-mark  for  any 
articles  manufactured  by  himself  since  his  father's  bank- 
ruptcy. He  went  on  using  the  wrappers  purchased  from  the 
Sheriff,  but  was  careful  to  strike  out  the  trade- mark  and 
insert  his  own  name  and  address.  He  had  wrappers  of  his 
own  printed  early  in  November,  and  since  then  had  never 
used  his  father's  wrappers.  The  ointment,  pills,  and  tonic 
which  he  now  sold  were  identical  with  the  "  Lion  "  ointment, 
pills,  and  tonic  sold  by  his  father,  and  he  believed  no  other 
ointment,  pills,  and  tonic  were  identical  therewith.  He  had 
had  the  ointment  sold  by  plaintiff  analysed  by  a  chemist 
and  examined  by  a  physician,  and  had  ascertained  that  it 
was  not  the  same  as  his  manufacture.  In  the  beginning  of 
November  he  adopted  his  own  signature  as  a  trade- mark,  and 
on  the  23rd  of  that  month  took  the  same  for  registration  to 
the  Patent  Office  (trade- marks  branch),  and  had  since  employed 
that  trade- mark  and  that  only.  The  only  correspondence  he 
had  had  with  the  Official  Receiver  objecting  to  his  business 
was  that  which  he  put  in,  and  he  took  no  steps,  save  by 
such  letters,  to  prevent  deponent's  continuance  of  any  pro- 
ceedings. He  denied  that  his  preparations  were  colourable 
imitations  of  those  of  the  plaintiff,  but  claimed  that  they 
were  the  original  "  Lion  "  preparations,  and  that  plaintiff's 
were  colourable  imitations  of  them.  He  composed  the  bills 
of  which  plaintiff  complained,  and  had  used  no  others  ;  and  he 
set  out  the  six  recommendations  to  the  use  of  the  prepara- 
tions. He  had  never  represented  or  asserted  that  he  was 
continuing  the  businsss  of  the  late  firm  of  B.  Burgess,  and 
had  always  been  careful  to  show  that  the  medicines  other 
than  those  purchased  of  the  Sheriff,  were  his  owo  manufac- 
ture, and  that  his  place  of  business  was  in  Gray's  Inn  Road, 
On  November  21  he  called  wiih  his  manager  at  the  office  of 
the  plaintiff's  solicitor,  and  offered  to  undertake  not  to  use 
any  of  the  papers  of  the  old  firm,  but  reserved  to  himself  the 
right  of  using  his  own  name  and  the  proper  name  of  the 
three  preparations. 


On  this,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  it  seemed  to  him  the 
case  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  property.  Defendant 
said  that  what  he  sold  was  his  own. 

Mr.  Warmington  pointed  out  that  he  did  not  deny  the 
word  "  Lion  "  was  used,  and  that  passed  from  his  father  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  defendant  struck  out  the 
"Lion"  picture,  and  put  in  the  word  "  jun.,"  with  his 
Gray's  Inn  Road  add/ ess,  and  he  said  he  had  possession  of 
the  real  recipe,  and  so  on.  But  (added  his  Lordship)  the 
time  for  the  rising  of  the  Court  is  now  past,  and  the  case 
must  stand  over  till  to-morrow. 

On  the  resumption  of  the  case  on  Saturday,  with  ar> 
address  by  Mr.  Little  for  the  plaintiff,  and  on  Mr.  Renshaw 
rising  to  reply  for  the  defendant, 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  said  he  understood  that  the  injunc- 
tion as  to  the  use  of  the  trade- mark  was  not  now  asked  for, 
defendant  having  ceased  to  use  the  "  Lion."  Mr.  Renshaw, 
therefore,  need  not  deal  with  that  point. 

Mr.  Renshaw  said  the  plaintiff  had  proceeded  on  a  mis- 
conception of  the  law  though  there  was  the  point  that 
defendant  had  called  plaintiff's  spurious  imitations.  And 
so  they  were.  The  secret  of  their  preparation  was  locked  up 
in  two  breasts,  and  one  of  these  was  defendant's  father, 
who  was  ill  from  softening  of  the  brain,  and  not  likely  to 
recover.  If  there  was  any  deceiving  the  public  in  the 
matter,  it  lay  with  the  plaintiff  in  professing  to  sell  articles 
of  which  he  did  not  know  the  secret,  and  was  most  careful 
to  avoid  saying  that  he  knew  it.  In  support  of  his  con- 
tention that  plaintiff's  case  failed,  he  cited  a  case  which,  he 
held,  singularly  approached  all-fours  with  this — Cotton  and 
Gillard  (44  Law  Journal,  Chancery,  page  90),  bearing  upon 
the  sale  of  a  "sauce,"  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  assign- 
ment of  a  name  and  trade-mark  did  not  avail  against  the 
holder  of  the  secret  of  the  recipe.  That  was  the  case  here. 
Bssides  which,  he  (the  learned  counsel)  understood  that  if, 
as  here,  the  business  ceased  to  be  carried  on,  the  trade-mark 
went.  He  further  contended  that  defendant  had  a  right  to 
say  the  plaintiff's  preparations  were  spurious.  The  sales  of 
defendant  might  have  been  the  actual  goods  be  bought  of 
the  Official  Receiver,  and  would  have  a  right  to  sell ;  and 
at  any  rate  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  call  his  preparations 
"  Burgess's  Lion,"  because  he  was  not  possessed  of  the 
secret  of  their  make,  and  his  own  case  was  against  him. 
It  followed  that  plaintiff's  articles  were  spurious,  and  not 
genuine,  and  were  what  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the 
case  he  had  ciied,  called  a  sham.  Defendant,  he  submitted, 
had  come  into  court  without  a  case,  and  he  asked  that  his 
motion  should  be  dismissed  with  costs. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewich.  in  delivering  judgment  in  a  very 
few  words,  said  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  sold  preparations 
of  which  he  had  not  proved  his  knowledge,  but  indicated  his 
ignorance,  and  had  offered  as  a  genuine  medicine  that  of 
which  he  was  ignorant,  led  him  to  decide  that  he  was  not 
entitled  to  the  injunction  for  which  he  asked.  On  that 
ground  it  must  be  refused.  Costs  to  be  costs  in  the  action. 


Extraordinary  Discrepancies  in  the  Analysis  of 
Laudanum. 

On  Monday,  at  a  special  magistrates'  session  at  the 
Nottingham  Guildhall,  before  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Blain,  Mr.  Samborne  Cook,  chemist,  of  71  Beech  Avenue, 
Sherwood  Rise,  was  summoned  for  selling  laudanum  alleged 
to  be  of  a  deficient  nature,  on  June  30  last.  Mr.  F.  B. 
Harris  (from  the  Town  Clerk's  office)  supported  the  summons, 
and  Mr.  Fraser  appeared  for  the  defendant.  A  6  oz.  sample 
of  laudanum  was  purchased  at  defendant's  premises  (a 
branch  shop)  on  the  date  named,  by  Inspector  Old,  for  Is.  6d. 
According  to  the  Borough  Analyst's  certificate,  it  contained 
•226  per  cent,  of  morphine,  instead  of  754  as  prescribed  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

For  the  defence  it  was  alleged  that  the  laudanum  was 
sold  in  exactly  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  bought 
from  the  wholesale  house,  who  guaranteed  it,  and  to  whom 
the  full  market  price  was  paid.  That  firm  had  had  some  of 
the  same  laudanum  analysed,  and  their  report  was  as 
follows : — 

The  tinct.  opii  P.B.  submitted  to  us  contains  the  full  amount  of  rectified 
spirit.  The  percentage  of  morphia  i3  -872,  against  -754  (about)  of  the 
Brit.  Pharm,,  so  that  it  is  rather  over  the  Pharmacopoeia  streD-gth. 
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The  sealed  sample  (left  with  the  defendant  by  the  in- 
spector at  the  time  of  purchase)  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Otto 
Hehner,  public  analyst,  11  Billiter  Square,  B.C.,  who  certified 
thus : — 

I  hereby  certify  that  on  August  17  I  received  by  registered  post  from 
Mr.  S.  Cook,  76  Radford  Road,  Hyson  Green,  Nottingham,  a  sample  of 
laudanum  which  measured  about  2  oz.,  and  was  marked  "  Borough  of 
Nottingham,  Health  Department,  No.  69  ;  date,  June  30, 1892,"  and  sealed 
with  three  crowns. 

I  have  carefully  analysed  the  sample,  and  And  it  to  consist  of  genuine 
laudanum,  of  good  strength  both  as  regards  the  amount  of  alcohol  and  o 
morphia.  The  sample  corresponds  with  the  laudanum  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. Otto  Hehner, 

Public  Analyst. 

Subsequently  the  third  sample,  held  by  the  authorities,  was 
sent  to  Somerset  House.  The  analyst  there  certified  the 
sample  contained  600  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

The  Magistrates,  after  considering  the  case,  thought  it 
would  be  sufficient  if  defendant  paid  the  costs — 16s. 


The  Sale  of  Poisonous  Proprietary  Medicines 
in  Ireland  by  Grocers. 

At  the  Sligo  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  Sergeant  Pearce, 
local  inspector,  proceeded  against  Messrs.  J.  Sinclair  &  Co. 
and  Messrs.  Robertson  &  Ferguson  for  having  for  sale 
without  licence  medicine  containing  poison. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Fenton  appeared  for  the  defendants. 

Sergeant  Pearce  deposed  that  on  November,  3  by  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Registrar,  he  visited  the  shops  of  the  defendants 
and  asked  them  for  Fellows's  Syrup.  Neither  of  the  traders 
were  qualified  to  sell  it,  as  they  were  neither  registered 
chemists  nor  otherwise  qualified  to  dispense  anything  con- 
taining poison.  They  were  duly  cautioned  against  doing  so 
by  registered  letter. 

Mr.  Fenton  objected  to  the  registered  letter  being  admitted 
as  evidence,  and  declared  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Sinclair  that  such 
had  never  been  received. 

Sergeant  Pearce  :  Copies  of  this  notice  were  sent  round  to 
fifteen  or  sixteen  different  traders. 

Mr.  Fenton  :  How  will  jou  prove  that  ? 

Sergeant  Pearce  :  I  will  prove  it  by  registered  letter. 

Mr.  Fenton  objected. 

Sergeant  Pearce :  That  was  the  course  adopted  in  the 
City  of  Waterford,  where  a  woman  was  fined  51.  I  produce 
this  conviction. 

Mr.  Fenton  :  Show  me  this.  (Sergeant  Pearce  handed  the 
document.)  Mr.  Fenton  then  pointed  out  that  it  was  not 
legal  evidence  of  a  conviction,  beiog  merely  an  account  of 
the  case  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  their  irjdia- 
rubber  stamp  affixed  to  show  that  it  came  out  of  their  office. 
If  a  conviction  was  to  be  proved  a  duly  certified  copy  of  the 
magistrate's  order  should  be  produced.  He  further  added 
that  if  Sergeant  Pearce  proved  his  case  he  would  meet  him 
fairly. 

Mr.  Henn  (R  M.) :  I  would  not  take  that  document. 

Seargeant  Pearce :  I  am  now  going  to  prove  that  they 
must  be  licensed  to  sell. 

Mr.  Henn  :  Under  the  33rd  and  34th. 

Mr.  Carden,  D.I.,  R.I.C.,  said  that  Sergeant  Pearce,  as  the 
local  inspector,  had  been  directed  to  look  after  the  matter 
and  to  purchase  ingredients  containing  poison.  Mr.  Fenton 
denied  that  notice  was  served  upon  the  traders  by  registered 
letter. 

Mr.  Fenton:  I  object  to  the  registered  letter.  (To 
Sergeant  Pearce)  :  You  are  tryicg  to  prove  service,  which 
you  cannot.  But,  of  course,  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  notice 
to  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  Phillips  (a  magistrate) :  Are  the  bottles  marked 
"  Poison  "  ? 

Sergeant  Pearce :  No  ;  but  they  contain  poison. 
Mr.  Phillips :  He  may  not  have  known  that  it  contained 
poison. 

Mr.  Fenton:  I  will  show  you  that  we  did  not  do  it 
willingly. 

Sergeant  Pearce :  To  show  that  the  bottles  contain 
poisonous  ingredients — the  wrapper  says  that  it  contains 
poison. 

Mr.  Carden :  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  wrote  to  say  that 
if  the  magisi rates  were  not  satisfied  they  would  send  down  a 


qualified  man  from  Dublin  to  prove  the  existence  of  the 
poison.    I  am  only  telling  you  what  they  told  me. 

Mr.  Fenton :  I  object  to  Mr.  Carden  interfering  in  this 
case,  which  is  brought  by  Sergeant  Pearce,  who  is  the  duly 
qualified  person  under  the  Act. 

Mr.  Henn:  Can  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  swear  that 
the  bottle  contains  poison  1 

Sergeant  Pearce:  By  the  label. 

Mr.  Henn  :  What  do  you  call  the  label  ? 

Sergeant  Pearce  :  The  wrapper  with  which  it  is  wrapped. 

Mr.  Fenton  then  raised  a  question  as  to  the  informality  of 
the  summons,  as  they  did  not  set  out  what  poison  was  con- 
tained in  the  bottles.  (To  Sergeant  Pearce)  :  Tell  me  this, 
do  you  believe  that  Mr.  Siaclair  would  keep  this  if  he  was 
aware  that  he  was  liable  to  a  penalty  ? — I  believe  he  would 
not. 

Sergeant  Pearce,  in  reply  to  questions  by  Mr.  Fenton,  said 
he  was  proceeding  on  directions.  A  numoer  of  names  was 
given  him,  and  he  was  told  that  cautionary  notices  had  pre- 
viously been  sent  to  all. 

Mr.  Tighe  (a  magistrate)  asked  for  a  list  of  the  parties 
who,  it  was  stated,  had  been  cautioned  by  circular.  It 
having  been  given  to  him,  he  said  :  I  see  my  name  amongst 
these,  and  I  never  received  a  registered  letter. 

Mr.  Fenton  commented  on  the  manner  in  which  the  prose- 
cution had  been  brought,  and  said  that  under  the  Act  various 
poisons  were  referred  to.  Some  of  these  could  be  sold  by 
ordinary  traders,  so  that  if  "  Poison  "  was  marked  on  a  bottle  it 
was  not  sufficient.  In  every  medicine  there  was  some  poison, 
and  in  Fellows's  Syrup  there  was  an  infinitesimal  quantity, 
but  neither  of  his  clients  had  any  notion  that  it  contained 
poison.  He  further  raised  the  puint  that  the  summons  was 
informal,  and  gave  an  undertaking  that  his  clients  for  the 
future  would  not  sell  the  medicine.  On  these  grounds  he 
asked  that  the  prosecution  be  withdrawn. 
Several  Magistrates  supported  this  proposal. 
Sergeant  Pearce :  It  is  scarcely  in  my  power,  as  I  have  been 
directed  to  get  up  the  prosecution  by  the  Registrar  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  I  would  wish  first  to  communicate 
with  the  county  inspector. 

Mr.  Fenton :  That  is  very  fair.  You  will  report  that  I  offer 
to  turn  back  to  back. 

Mr.  Henn :  That  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  case  by  the 
Crown  the  traders  will  refrain  from  an  infringement  of  the 
Act. 

On  the  application  of  Sergeant  Pearce  the  case  was 
adjourned  for  a  week. 

The  case  was  resumed  on  Monday,  but  was  again  adjourned. 


Mr.  A.  D.  RAe  has  bought  the  business  lately  carried  on 
at  23  Fenchurch  Street  by  Messrs.  Hardy  &  Co. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  chemist,  7  Market  Square,  Hanley,  has 
acquired  new  premises  at  the  "  Phoenix  Pharmacy,"  10  Ton- 
tine Square,  Hanley. 

Mr.  G.  L.  Whitehouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ramsey, 
has  purchased  the  business  carried  on  at  Victoria  Street, 
Douglas,  by  Mr.  Bowman. 

Mr.  Robert  Watts,  President  of  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  has  decided  to  give  up  his  drug-business, 
in  order  to  allow  himself  time  to  study  for  a  medical  qualifica  - 
tion. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Godfrey  Downing 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Braintiee,  will  be  carried  on  by  his 
sons,  the  eldest  (Mr.  Samuel  Downing)  being  a  qualified 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Mr.  Walton,  trading  as  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Walton,  of 
Maidenhead,  has  lately  taken  the  imposing  building  which 
has  been  erected  next  "to  his  present  shop  in  the  High  Street. 
The  shop  is  a  very  large  one,  and  has  bean  handsomely  fitted 
up  in  mahogany  by  The  Chemists'  Association  (Limited),  of 
Curtain  Road. 
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DISINFECTGR" 
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N.B.— Fill  the 
Hole  once  or 
twice  a  week 
with  "  Sanitas- 
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"  SANITAS" 
EUCALYPTUS  DISINFECTORS" 

(PATENTED). 

An  Automatic  Appliance  for  Disinfecting 
the  Air,  and  Scentirjg  Rooms,  &c. 

Price  Is.  each. 

"SANITAS-EUCALYPTUS  OIL," 

For  charging  same,  &c,  in  Is.  Bottles. 

See  also  page  15  (bottom  folio ). 


THE  SANITAS  CO.  (LIM.) 

BETHNAL   GREEN,  E. 


SHOW  CARDS,  24  x  17  or  17  x  12, 
Sent  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom.^ 
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%{ 
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CACH 
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See  first  page,  facing  inside  of  front  of  cover,  of  first  issue  of  this 
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BODILY  PAIN 
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SIUCATED  CARBON 

FILTERS 


PATENT  SELF-AERATSNG 

MOVEABLE  BLOCKS 
WORKS.  BATTERSEA  LONDON.  S.W. 


1VE  XT  JVE  FOR  ID'S 

(FARRINGDCN    ROAD,   LONDON,  E.C.) 
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STARCH  POWDER 


fuller^Tearth 

(Light  Colour) 


FULLER'S  EARTH 
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cwt.  oarriage  paid ;  or  $i 
&  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 
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&  28  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  | 
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*  CARRIAGE   PAID  i 

To  Railway  Stations  within  the  radius  of  200  miles  from  London,  and  up  ] 
to  2a.  to  Stations  beyond,  on  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles. 


ELLIS'S 
TABLE 
WATERS 

Sole  Address:  R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  RUTHIN,  NORTH  WALES. 

London  Agents  :  W.  BEST  &  SONS,  Henrietta  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 


SCHWEPPE8 

GOLD  MEDAL  TABLE 

WATERS 

AS    SUPPLIED    TO    THE  QUEEN. 

In  Bottles  and  Patent  Syphons. 

51    BERNERS    STREET,    LONDON,  W 


"A  DISTINCT  ADVANCE  IN  mmm."-Medical  Press  and  Circular. 


THE   PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION. 

At  the  meetirjg  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  reported 
on  December  10,  an  interesting  discussion  was  raised  by  Mr, 
Storrar  on  the  arithmetic  paper  given  at  the  Preliminary 
examination  in  October.  He  specially  objected  to  a  question 
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on  Roman  numerals  and  to  one  on  stocks,  maintaining  that 
the  latter  went  beyond  the  requirements  of  the  published 
syllabus,  and  that  the  time  allowed  for  working  the  paper 
was  insufficient.  He  also  suggested  that  the  number  of 
marks  assigned  to  each  question  should  be  given. 

We  have  consulted  several  experienced  teachers  engaged 
in  preparing  candidates  for  this  and  similar  examinations, 
and  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical First  Examination  papers,  taken  as  a  whole,  compare 
most  favourably  with  the  equivalent  tests  of  other  examining 
bodies ;  that  the  standard  of  attainments  required  is  none 
too  high  ;  and  that  the  greatest  reliance  may  be  placed  on 
the  care  of  the  examiners  to  reject  no  candidate  unduly. 
The  numerous  failures,  so  frequently  remarked  on,  are  to  be 
attributed  to  hasty  and  insufficient  preparation  on  the  part 
of  many  examinees  rather  than  to  any  inherent  difficulty  in 
the  papers  set.  But  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  in- 
tending candidates  should  have  been  previously  informed 
of  what  will  be  required  from  them,  and  the  examiners 
should  not  be  allowed  to  travel  beyond  the  limits  laid 
down. 

With  regard  to  the  October  paper,  the  President  said  that 
the  attention  of  the  College  of  Preceptors  had  been  called  to 
the  matter,  and  a  reply  received  to  the  effect  that  the  ques- 
tions complained  of,  and  which  we  reprinted  last  week, 
were  considered  to  be  well  within  the  limits  of  the  regula- 
tions. From  this  opinion  we  beg  leave  to  dissent.  The 
syllabus  prescribes  :  — "  The  first  four  rules  (simple  and 
compound),  vulgar  fractions  and  decimals,  simple  and  com- 
pound proportion,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  British  and 
metrical  systems  of  weights  and  measures,"  and  we  delibe- 
rately affirm  that  no  intending  candidate  or  teacher  who 
had  not  perused  past  papers  would  ever  dream  that  ques- 
tions on  percentages  and  profit  and  loss,  which  are  inva- 
riably given,  much  less  problems  in  stocks,  which  were  in- 
troduced for  the  first  time  last  October,  would  be  included. 
We  do  not  object  to  their  presence  in  the  arithmetic  paper 
— far  from  it ;  but  we  would  suggest  that  for  the  future,  if 
such  questions  are  to  be  set,  in  order  to  remove  all  ground 
for  complaint,  it  should  be  distinctly  stated  in  the  regula- 
tions that  a  knowledge  of  these  rules  would  be  required.  The 
work  of  Standard  VII.  in  Board  schools  comprises  "  averages, 
percentages,  and  stock,"  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect 
that  our  apprentices  should  at  least  have  reached  this 
stage ;  but  they  ought  to  know  beforehand,  so  as  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  test. 

An  acquaintance  with  Roman  numerals  beyond  thousands 
is  of  no  practical  utility,  and  the  subject  is  not  noticed  in 
elementary  schools;  but  any  young  man  from  a  few  mo- 
ments' study  of  an  ordinary  text-book  would  have  learnt 
that  numbers  above  1,000  are  expressed  by  placing  a  lime 
over  the  letter,  which  signifies  that  the  number  is  increased 
a  thousand  times,  M  therefore  standing  for  1,000,000,  and 
MuiIC  for  1,102,100,  the  answer  to  question  1. 

In  our  opinion,  ample  time  is  allowed  for  the  arithmetic, 
especially  when  we  consider  that  nowadays  rapidity  as 
well  as  accuracy  of  calculation  should  be  cultivated,  and 
that,  as  the  President  was  careful  to  point  out,  candidates 
are  not  expected  to  answer  all  the  questions  given  in  each 
paper.  It  is  necessary  that  the  standard  at  which  they  are 
to  aim  should  be  high  ;  but,  as  in  most  other  examinations 
in  the  Universities,  Civil  Service,  or  elsewhere,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  aggregate  of  questions  proposed  is 
meant  to  be  above  the  best  man,  while  there  are,  at  the 
same  time,  questions  calculated  to  test  the  knowledge  of 
all.  Those  who  obtain  full  marks  for  half  the  questions  in 
each  paper  are  allowed  to  pass,  and  none  are  rejected  in 
single  subjects  who  have  gained  40  per  cent. ;  above  this 


point,  excellence  in  one  subject  being  allowed  to  atone  for 
deficiencies  in  another. 

The  number  of  marks  assigned  to  each  question  is  given  at 
the  examinations  in  mathematics  of  the  Science  and  Art 
Department ;  but  we  are  assured  by  teachers  that  this  is  a 
practice  by  no  means  worthy  of  imitation,  for  it  frequently 
happens  that  candidates,  in  their  eagerr  ess  to  obtain  high 
marks,  succumb  to  the  temptation  of  attacking  the  most 
difficult  questions  first,  with  the  result  that  in  too  many 
cases,  after  fruitless  efforts  to  solve  them,  they  have  no  time 
left  to  deal  with  the  simpler  ones. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  main  design  of  the 
examination  is  to  te3t  the  knowledge  of  the  candidate  in 
such  of  the  usual  branches  of  a  good  general  education  as  are 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  with  advantage  and 
success,  higher  and  more  special  studies  related  to  the 
profession  on  which  he  is  entering,  and  that  any  lowering 
of  the  standard  at  the  entrance  examination  would  in- 
evitably lead  to  a  serious  increase  in  the  percentage  of  re- 
jections at  the  Minor. 

What  the  Boards  of  Examiners  should  consider  in  the  first 
instance  is  the  advisability  of  revising  the  Preliminary 
examination  syllabus,  within  the  lines  provided  by  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  This  can  be  done  without  altering  the  examina- 
tion as  at  present  conducted,  and  the  fuller  information 
would  be  of  benefit  to  all  concerned. 


THE  OPIUM  MONOPOLY  IN  TURKEY. 

Foe  several  weeks  a  small,  but  apparently  influential, 
clique  of  financiers  have  been  endeavouring  to  obtain  from 
the  Turkish  Government  a  charter  which  would  put  into 
their  hands  the  complete  control  of  all  the  opium  produced 
in  the  Turkish  dominions — that  is  to  say,  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  that  portion  of  the  drug  which  is  used  for  pharma- 
ceutical and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  which  represents 
an  annual  wholesale  value  of  from  450,OOOZ.  to  500,0007.  As 
soon  as  we  received  information  of  the  project  we  wired  to 
our  correspondent  in  Smyrna  and  to  Mr.  Wrench,  the 
British  Consul  in  Constantinople,  for  information,  and  it  is 
in  a  large  measure  owing  to  the  promptness  with  which  our 
request  was  re -ponded  to,  and  to  the  great  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Wrench  in  supplying  us  with  particulars  of  all  the  steps 
taken  by  the  would-be  monopolists,  that  we  have  been  able 
to  keep  the  drug-trade  informed  on  a  subject  that  so  closely 
touches  its  interests. 

The  opium  growers  and  dealers  in  Turkey  continue  to 
protest  against  the  suggested  monopoly.  We  have  already 
announced  that  th<3  Constantinople  and  Salonica  firms 
interested  in  the  drug  have  presented  an  all  but  unanimous 
memorial  of  opposition,  and  it  is  now  recorded  that  a 
similar  document  has  been  telegraphed  to  the  Imperial 
Ohancellerie  in  Constantinople  by  the  Smyrna  dealers.  In 
the  vilayet  of  Aidin,  also,  where  a  good  deal  of  opium  is 
grown,  a  number  of  petitions  and  despatches  of  similar 
tenour  from  those  interested  in  opium -production  are  in 
course  of  preparation.  Meanwhile,  the  promoters  of  the 
Soaiete  Bermiere  de  1' Opium  continue  their  efforts,  and  have 
presented  to  the  Grand  Vizier  a  counter- memorial  traversing 
the  allegations  of  the  merchants.  The  English  and  French 
journals  published  in  Turkey  criticise  the  project  severely. 
They  point  out  that,  as  the  world  no  longer  depends 
exclusively  upon  Turkish  opium,  of  which  the  average 
annual  output  is  only  about  6,000  cases  against  5,000  (of 
better  average  quality)  produced  in  Persia,  the  Monopoly 
could  not  expect  to  squeeze  an  exorbitant  profit  out  of  the 
consumer  in  the  long  run,  and  would,  therefore,  have  no 
choice  but  to  bleed  the  grower,  who  wcui<-  simply  cease 
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cultivating  the  poppy  if  the  burdens  he  has  to  bear  were 
increased  to  any  extent.     Experiments  in  opium-growing 
have  lately  been  conducted  with  some  success  in  Greece, 
Bulgaria,  and  the  Central  Asian  provinces  of  Russia,  and 
their  originators  would  be  stimulated  into  greater  activity 
by  a  rise  in  the  Turkish  opium  prices.    The  Turkish  Imperial 
Treasury  could  hardly  hope  to  derive  greater  benefit  from  a 
Monopoly  than  it  does  from  the  present  s ystsm,  considering 
that  the  various  opium-taxes  in  Tarkey  already  average 
about  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  drug.    The  promoters 
of  the  Monopoly  profess  to  be  animated  by  patriotic  motives, 
and  to  aim  at  raising  the  standard  of  Tuikish  opium  rather 
than  at  their  own  commercial  profit.    The  Levant  Herald 
appears  to  think  that  there  is  much  room  for  improvement 
in  the  average  quality  of  opium  produced  in  Turkey. 
We  doubt  whether  that  view  is  correct.    The  admixture 
of  chaff  and  fragments  of  capsules  frequently  found  in 
Turkish  opium  is  certainly  the  result  of  carelessness  in 
the  collection  only,  and  not  of  any  deliberate  attempt 
at  fraud.    But,  whether  the  Turkish  opium  standard  could 
be  raised  or  not,  it  does  not  need  the  machinery  of  a 
syndicate  to  effect  improvements.    The  simplest  and  surest 
means  of  attaining  this  object  would  be  to  deal  with  growers 
of  opium  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr.  Oaillard  has  dealt  with 
the  silk-growers.    That  gentleman,  who  is  mnch  interested 
in  the  silk-trade,  a  few  years  ago  began  to  teach  the  seri- 
culturists  of  Broussa,  in  Asia  Minor,  how  to  conduct  their 
business  upon  scientific  principles.    Broussa  was  formerly  a 
famous  silk-growing  centre,  but  the  industry  had  fallen  into 
decay  altogether,  in  consequence  of  the  slatternly  way  in 
which  it  had  been  conductsd.    As  a  result  of  Mi-.  Oaillard's 
efforts,  however,  the  ancient  city  is  again  acquiring  a  high 
position  in  the  silk-market.    A  similar  course,  it  is  thought, 
would  do  much  for  the  opium  industry  also.  District 
schools  of  culture  would  cost  very  little.    These  schools 
would  provide  growers  with  the  best  quality  of  seed,  instruct 
them  in  the  best  methods  of  culture,  aad  hold  annual  com- 
petitive exhibitions  of  produce,  at  which  prizes  would  be 
awarded  for  the  best  samples.    Finally,  it  is  urged  that,  if 
the  opium  monopoly  be  granted,  other  fermiers  will  inevit- 
ably spring  up  with  requests  for  exclusive  rights  in  the 
carpet,  valonia,  fig,  and  nuigall  industries,  and  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  deny  them  what  has  been  granted  to  the 
opium  men.    There  appears  to  be  every  ground  for  hoping 
that  these  arguments,  backed  up  by  diplomatic  action,  will 
frustrate  the  efforts  of  the  clique  of  wirepullers,  and  that 
Turkey  will  besa?ed  from  sinking  to  the  depth  of  the  United 
States  in  the  matter  oE  exploitation  of  national  wealth  by 
syndicates  of  callous  capitalists. 


CONFERENCE  PROSPECTS. 
The  "Year-Book  of  Pharmacy  "is  now  being  distributed  to 
members  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference— at  least, 
we  had  a  review  copy  two  weeks  a*o,  which  is  three  weeks 
earlier  than  previous  lecord.  It  is  a  very  nice  volume  this 
year,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  that  the  editor  gives  front 
place  in  his  introduction  to  practical  pharmacy,  and  leading 
up  from  that  to  organic  and  inorganic  materia  medica  and  to 
pharmaceutical  and  general  chemistry.  The  subject-matter 
of  the  "  Year-Book  "  retains,  however,  the  old  order,  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  change.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
judge,  the  selection  of  matter  is  quite  up  to  the  average,  and 
the  volume  should  be  a  very  useful  one  to  the  members,  who 
we  may  add,  get  it  when  they  pay  their  subscription  (7*.  6d  ) 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  Conference  is  understood  to  have  come  through  a  some- 
what trying  ordeal  during  the  past  jear.    Indirectly  the 
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popularity  of  its  meetings  was  threatened  by  a  proposal  to 
hold  similar  annual  provincial  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  At  present  this  proposal  is  in  abeyance  rather  than 
abandoned,  and  it  would  be  well  for  the  members  of  the 
Conference  as  well  as  their  executive  to  keep  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  movement  well  in  view.   Of  the  legitimacy 
of  that  proposal  there  can  be  no  question.    The  Council  of 
the  Society  is  desirous  of  getting  into  touch  with  provincial 
members,  and  provincial  meetings  on  a  big  scale,  with  some 
of  the  picnic  element  thrown  in,  would,  in  a  measure,  meet 
the  case.    In  that  event  the  Conference  would,  we  fear, 
suffer  to  some  extent.    Many  of  its  leading  supporters  are 
loyal  adherents  of  the  Society,  and  if  any  choice  had  to  be 
made,  the  older  body  would  retain  their  support  should  the 
two  meetings  be  held  during  the  same  season  of  the  year. 
For  such  men  there  remains,  however  a  strong  connecting- 
link  in  the  "Year-Book."  The  three-and-twenty  volumes  which 
so  far  have  been  issued,  form  an  imposing  row  in  a  library 
and  a  monument  of  the  Conference's  usefulness ;  but  there 
is  yet  room  for  improving  the  "Year-Book"  in  itself,  and 
this  is  the  direction  in  which  the  executive  can  ensure  the 
continuance  of  the  support  of  pharmacists,  even  although  they 
are  already  well  served  by  weekly  journals.  The  first  direction 
for  improvement  is  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  time.  There  is 
little  credit  in  issuing  a  review  of  a  year's  literature  five 
months  after  the  year  has  closed,  or  an  official   report  of 
a  meeting  three  months  after  it  has  been  held.  Secondly, 
the  "  Year-Book  "  is  still  without  illustrations,  although  in 
many  cases  papers  are  mentioned  which  were  illustrated 
when  published.    Thirdly,  the  "  Year-Book  "  is  an  incom- 
plete record  of  the  yeai's  pharmaceutical  literature  iu 
respect  to  the  fact  that  it  contains  no  references  to  discus- 
sions, whether  oral  or  by  letter,  which  follow  the  publication 
or  reading  of  papers.    Two  examples  will  serve  to  illustrate 
this  point.    Mr.  Holmes  read  a  paper  on  "  A  New   Form  of 
Essence  of  Lemon"  last  winter,  upon  which  there  was  some 
discussion,  and  subsequently,  in  a  letter,  he  made  an  impor- 
tant correction  on  his  paper.     In    the    "  Year-Book " 
(page  174)  we  find  only  the  paper  referred  to,  so  that  the 
abstract  is  distinctly  misleading.    During  the  year  covered 
by  the  volume  there  was  a  highly  valuable  controversy  in 
regard  to  the  impurity  of  medicinal  chloroform.  Here 
again  the  Conference's  policy  of  neglecting  correspondence 
and  speeches  has  excluded  much  material  of  the  highest 
value  as  well  as  historic  interest.    The  examples  could  be 
considerably  extended,  but  these  suffice  to  show  a  direction 
in  which  it  is  possible  to  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
"  Year-Bouk."    The  improvement  could  be  effected  without 
adding  to  the  size  of  the  book,  by  making  shorter  abstracts 
of  papers  which  are  readily  accessible  to  investigators,  for 
whom  only  a  large  proportion  of  the  material  in  the  book  is 
useful.    These  remarks  are  not  intended  as  criticism  of  the 
work  as  done  at  present.    What  we  urge  is  extension,  and 
condensation  to  make  room  for  that  extension.    We  even 
suggest  that  Mr.  Siebold's  introductions,  admirable  though 
they  may  be,  are  to  some  extent  a  waste  of  space  in  a 
book  of  reference. 

Foe  pruritus  ani  a  calomel  ointment  (5j.  to  3vij.  of  vaseline 
or  lanoline)  is  often  very  effectual. 

Feench  Olive  Oil.— According  to  the  French  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  there  were  in  France,  in  1890, 
125,000  hectares  (about  315,000  acres)  under  olive-culture. 
These  produced  175  000  hectolitres  of  oil,  of  a  value  of 
30,000,000£.  The  Depaitmeat  of  the  Yar  has  also  the 
largest  area  under  cultivation.  Then  follow  the  Bouches-du- 
Rhone,  the  Alpes  Maritimes,  Corsica,  Vaucluse,  and  (he 
Gard.  '  In  Algeria  there  are  about  6,500.000  of  olive-trees, 
yielding  a  crop  worth  15,000,000f. 


TELE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


December  24,  1898.] 


THE   OfXHSMJST   AND  DRCGGIST 


903 


COMMENTARY. 


"It  is  the  Early  Bird,"  &c. — For  real,  attractive 
inventions  yon  have  to  go  to  the  United  States.  7hey  are 
brilliant,  fanciful,  and  daring  there.  It  was  a  mouse-trap 
that  started  Jay  Gould's  fortune,  but  there  is  a  man  some- 
where who  beats  him.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  in  the 
Washington  Patent  Office  an  application,  dated  some  forty 
years  back,  for  a  patent  for  a  trap  for  the  removal  of 
tapeworms  from  the  human  storrach  and  intestine  without 
medicine.  The  invent/oa  consists  of  a  non-corrosive  metallic 
trap,  whic'i  is  baited,  atlached  to  a  string,  and  swallowed 
by  the  patient  after  a  fast  sufficiently  prolonged  to  ensure  a 
healthy  appetite  on  the  part  of  the  worm.  The  worm  seizes 
the  bait,  whereupon  its  head  is  caught  in  the  trap,  which  is 
then  pulled  out  of  the  patient's  stomach  by  means  of  the 
string,  which  has  been  left  hanging  out  of  his  mouth ;  the 

hole  length  of  the  worm  is  supposed  to  follow.  It  needed 
the  genius  of  an  American  to  devise  a  thing  like  that. 

Scientific  Mysteries. —Sir  Henry  Roscoe  has  been 
entertaining  the  readers  of  Nature  with  his  views  on  chemical 
lecture  experiments,  in  the  course  of  which  he  remarks  that 
chemists  "do  not  require  the  expensive  and  delicate  instru- 
ments of  the  physicist.  With  glass  and  indiarubber,  as 
Liebig  said,  we  chemists  perform  all  our  mysteries.  Only 
in  a  few  cases— as,  for  instance,  when  we  want  to  hand  round 
wineglasses  filled  with  liquefied  oxygen  or  air,  or  when  we 
desire  to  show  our  students  free  fluorine  and  such  like 
things — does  the  apparatus  become  expensive  or  the  experi- 
ments troublesome.  All  the  ordinary  and  many  of  the 
extraordinary  experiments  detailed  in  the  book  may  be 
carried  out  with  little  cost  and  without  great  trouble."  The 
latter  is  a  very  appropriate  comment  upon  "Scientific 
Mysteries,"  but  Sir  Henry  applies  it  to  Mr.  Newth's  new 
book  on  "  Chemical  Lecture  Experiments,"  and  it  shows  how 
true  it  is  that  the  greitest  chemists  have  always  been 
superior  to  apparatus.  Dalton  with  his  old  ink-bottles  and 
stemless  wineglasses  formulated  the  atomic  theory,  and 
many  since  his  day  have  by  humb'e  means  added  materially 
to  chemical  philosophy.  It  is  the  little  men  who  are  great 
on  apparatus. 

"A  Silly  Prejudice." — This  is  the  heading  given  by 
the  Lancet  to  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  who  was  called 
in  to  a  child  aged  two  years,  who  was  collapsed,  pulse 
almost  imperceptible,  and  suffering  from  convulsive  spasm 
of  diaphragm.  There  had  been  diarrhoez  and  vomitiDg 
and  the  doctor,  concluding  that  there  was  irritation, 
administered  y1-  gr.  of  morphia  hjpodermically.  The  child 
slept  for  three  hours,  then  awoke,  and  went  from  one  convul- 
sive fit  into  another  until  it  died.  "  Owing  to  the  injection 
of  morphia  having  excited  some  prejudice  amorg  the 
uneducated  class  to  whom  the  child  belonged,  the  father 
expressed  some  dissatisfaction  at  the  treatment,  and,  an 
officious  policeman  stepping  in,  an  inquest  was  ordered,  to 
find  out  whether  the  child  died  of  morphia-poisoning.  The 
unanimous  verdict  of  the  jury  gave  the  causa  of  death 
according  to  the  correspondent's  certificate."  This  protest  is 
worth  keepiDg  in  mind.  A  tenth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  sub- 
cutaneously  is  an  excessive  dose  for  a  child  of  two  (sufficient  in 
many  cases  to  cause  death),  and  a  druggist  is  row  and  then 
censured  for  killing  children  suffering  from  diarrtcea  with  a 
tenth  as  much  as  the  Lancet  correspondent  succeeded  in 
persuading  a  coroner's  jury  to  be  harmless. 

Angelic  and  Tiglio  Acids.— In  a  recent  issue  of 
Nature  there  was  an  interesting  note  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Tutton  on 


"A  Remarkable  Case  of  Geometrical  Isomerism,"  which 
deals  with  angelic  acid  from  the  roots  of  Angelica  arch- 
angelica,  and  the  supposed  isomeric  acid  called  "  tiglic"  acid, 
from  Roman  oil  of  cumin.  The  note  is  based  on  a  dispute 
between  Professor  Wi&Hcenns,  of  Leipzig,  and  Professor 
Fittiar,  of  Strasburg,  both  of  whom,  workiog  under  similar 
conditions  in  everything  except  light,  failed  to  get  the  same 
results  in  an  experiment.  The  former,  working  in  the  dark, 
obtained  the  dibromide  of  angelic  acid,  which  is  not  formed 
in  direct  sunlight,  and  it  was  under  the  latter  condition  that 
Professor  Fittig  worked.  The  dibromides  of  the  two  acids 
differ  in  several  respects,  and  P/ofessor  Wislicenus  is  con- 
vinced that  the  two  acids  are  geometrical  or  stereo  isomers, 
the  difference  consisting  in  a  different  arrangement  of  their 
various  radicle  groups  in  space.  He  considers  it  probable 
that  the  nature  of  the  difference  may  be  represented  in  one 
plane  by  the  following  formula  :  — 

CH3-C-H  H— C— CH3 

II  II 
Cffj— U—  COOH         CH3— O— COOH 

Angelic  acid.  Tiglic  acid. 

Inoculation  by  "  Abrus  Precatorius." — The  handsome 
orange-and-black  seeds  of  the  Abru%  precatorius,  which  find 
so  much  favour  in  the  West  Indies  for  the  making  of 
necklaces  and  other  articles  of  decoration,  are  used  habitually 
by  the  "  chamars  "  or  native  hide-traders  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Calcutta  as  a  cattle-poison.  Whenever  the  market  price 
oE  hides  rises  high,  says  an  Indian  exchange,  cattle-poisoning, 
for  the  sake  of  the  animals'  hides,  increases.  The  trees 
yielding  the  seed  grow  abundantly  on  the  hillsides,  and  the 
poison  is  therefore  accessible  to  all.  The  "  kooch,"  as  the 
natives  call  the  seed,  is  pounded  and  kneaded  into  paste 
and  smeared  on  some  tiny  pegs  of  bamboo.  With  these 
little  pins,  so  poisoned,  the  cow's  hide  is  pierced  in  two  or 
three  places,  and  the  animal  dies  in  less  than  an  hour.  The 
assistant- surgeon  of  Jamni  states  that  the  symptoms  dis- 
played by  cows  poisoned  with  these  pins  (sootaric)  resemble 
those  of  snake-bite.  Administered  internally  the  seeds  are 
not  only  harmless,  but  it  is  even  said  that  they  will  render 
cattle  treated  with  them  proof  against  poisoning  by  kooch 
pin-punctures.  Experiments  are  now  being  conducted  by 
the  authorities  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  in  how  far  the 
reports  of  this  preventative  inoculation  are  true. 


The  old  Johannesburg  pharmacy  carried  on  for  the  past 
four  years  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Cooper  has  been  sold  by  valuation  to 
the  firm  of  O.  Rohrssen  &  Co.,  better  known  in  Kimberly  as 
P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.  the  valuation  being  made  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Dukes,  F.C.S ,  &c,  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State 
traveller  for  P.J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape  Town. 

Selling  Unstamped  Patent  Medicines — At  the 
Glasgow  Justice  of  Peace  Court  on  Thursday,  Mark  Fogeet 
Thompson,  homoeopathic  chemist,  Gordon  Street,  pleaded 
guilty  to  fourteen  separate  charges  of  having,  during- the 
past  three  months,  sold  to  Inland  Revenue  officers  patent 
meiicines  enclosed  in  wrappers  which  did  not  bear  the 
necessary  Excise  stamps,  thereby  rendering  himself  liable 
to  a  statutory  penalty  of  101.  for  each  offence. 

On  Mr.  Thompson's  behalf  it  was  stated  that  his  assistants 
sold  in  ignorance  patent  medicines  meant  for  free  distribu- 
tion amongst  dispensaries  and  hospitals  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  fiscal  counsel  said  that  out  of  forty-one  patent 
medicines  purchased  by  Inland  Revenue  officers  in  Mr. 
Thompson's  shops,  only  three  were  stamped.  Ten  com- 
plaints had  been  lodged  against  him,  and  these  he  had  com- 
promised. He  promised  not  to  commit  the  offence  again  ; 
but  he  did  so,  and  the  Inland  Revenue  found  themselves 
compelled  to  bring  this  prosecution  before  the  Court. 

The  Justices  imposed  a  fine  of  51.  in  each  case  (making 
7QI  in  all),  with  the  alternative  of  a  month's  imprisonment. 
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FAKE  WELL  DINNER  TO  MR.  A.  H.  MASON. 


ON  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Mason,  F.C  S.,  was 
entertained  to  dinner  in  the  Cafe  Royal,  Regent  Street, 
by  his  friends  in  the  London  drug-trade,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  leaving  for  New  York  City  to  take  up  the  secretary- 
ship of  his  firm,  Seabury  &  Johnson,  plaster  manu- 
facturers. Mr.  Charles  Umney,  of  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
presided,  and  the  vice-chairmen  were  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer, 

F.  I.C.,  Mr.  G.  Bult  Francis  (Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis),  and 
Mr.  G.  IS.  Taylor.  On  Mr.  Umney's  immediate  right  were 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Mason,  H.  S.  Wellcome,  and  T.  Howell 
Williams,  L.C.C. ;  on  his  left,  Messrs.  David  Howard  (Howards 
&  Sons),  J.  Morgan  Richards,  and  W.  H.  Fassett.  The  com- 
pany also  included  Messrs.  A.  Ball,  L.  J.  Bayley,  J.  B.  Boyle, 
R.  Bremridge,  E.  N.  Butt,  F.  J.  Cantwell,  T.  Christy,  f! 
Clarke,  S.  Cronk,  R.  Higgins  Davies,  T.  W.  Davies,  H.  Davis, 
Albert  Domeier,  S.  Drury,  F.  W.  Fletcher,  W.  H.  Francis, 
J.  F.  Fuerst,  J.  Fuerst,  H.  D.  Fuge,  S.  Gardiner,  A.  W. 
Gerrard,  W.  Glazier,  H.  Helbing,  J.  Hertz,  E.  M.  Holmes, 
W.  K.  Hopkin,  C.  Hunt,  L.  O.  Johnson,  G.  J.  Knight,  Peter 
MacEwan,  W.  Martindale,  H.  Baskerville  Mason,  J.  H. 
Mathews,  H.  Mathews,  A.  C.  Meyjes.  John  Moss,  H.  Rankin, 
E.  J.  Reid,  C.  F.  Rideal,  W.  J.  Ragerson,  A.  Sear],  w! 
Shepperson,    E.    B.   Stamp,    J.    Sudlow,   F.  Summers 

G.  S.  Taylor,  A.  A.  Tindall,  H.  Walker,  H.  P.  Want 
S.  J.  Weston,  T.  J.  Whifien,  E.  Melbourne  White, 
W.  Lloyd  Williams,  E.  N.  Wood,  and  A.  C.  Wootton.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  company  very  adequately  represented 


all  sections  of  the  drug-trade  in  the  metropolis — Miacing 
Lane,  the  wholesale  trade,  West-end  and  official  pharmacy, 
and  the  Anglo-American  stratum  of  London  commerce — and 
with  the  enthusiastic  and  harmonious  character  of  the  pro- 
ceedings from  beginning  to  end,  was  a  measure  of  the  popu- 
larity which  Mr.  Ma  son  has  acquired  for  himself  during  his  five 
years'  residence  in  London.  As  the  dinner  was  one  to  which 
the  press  was  not  invited,  we  cannot  go  into  details,  but 
may  mention  that  the  toast  of  the  evening  was  given  by  Mr. 
Umney  in  a  hearty  speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  men- 
tioned that  the  Presidents  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  many  others 
who  occupy  leading  positions  in  British  pharmacy,  had  sent 
their  very  good  wishes  to  Mr.  Mason,  and  on  their  behalf,  as 
well  as  on  the  part  of  those  present,  he  wished  Mr.  Mason 
"God  speed"  in  his  higher  and  more  onerous  woik  in  the 
States.  Mr.  Mason  effectively  and  feelingly  responded.  The 
only  toast  following  on  the  list  was  "  Our  Business  Relations 
with  the  United  States,"  given  by  Mr.  David  Howard  in  an 
outspoken  free-trade  speech  sparkling  with  humour,  and  to 
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this  Mr.  H.  S.  Wellcome  responded  with  friendly  criticism 
of  Mr.  Howard's  views,  and,  on  behalf  of  Americans,  assured 
Mr.  Mason  that  he  would  find  many  many  friends  among  his 
kinfolk  in  the  States. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  there  was  some  excellent 
music,  the  arrangements  for  which  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Tyrer,  and  a  humorous  science-monologue  by  Mr.  Sudlow. 
The  Chairman  mentioned,  in  respocding  to  the  toast  of  his 
health  (volunteered  by  Mr.  Mason),  that  the  arrangements 
for  the  evening  had  been  made  by  Messrs.  R.  Bremridge, 
G.  S.  Taylor,  and  A.  C.  Wootton. 


CHRISTMAS  NUMBERS. 


So  Christmas  has  come  round  once  more.  May  it  be  a  merry 
one  for  all !  Some  of  our  subscribers  give  us  a  taste  of  what 
they  do  at  this  season  to  speed  the  old  year  and  welcome 
the  new,  and  we  have  before  us  a  few  examples  which  others 
might  like  to  hear  of.  Perhaps,  too,  there  are  many  more  in 
the  trade  who  have  Christmas  numbers  of  their  own  ;  if  so, 
they  may  entrust  her  Majesty's  Post  Office  with  copies  to  us, 
and  we  suggest  exchanges  between  chemists  themselves. 


From  Mr.  F.  W.  Doubleday,  Dorking  :  An  almanack  and 
diary  of  184  pages,  with  local  directory,  entertaining  reading- 
matter,  "  things  in  season  "  and  recipes  (invaluable  to  house- 
wives), reference  tables,  health  hints,  cash  pages,  and  a  very 
good  selection  of  advertisements.  It  is  an  almanack  full  of 
smart  ideas.    Size,  small  8?o  ;  covers,  azure  paper. 


From  Mr.  John  Mills,  Chester:  "A  History  of  Lavender 
and  the  Preparation  of  Lavender-water."  This  is  a  good) 
example  of  how  new  life  may  be  thrown  into  such  an  old 
friend  as  lavender-water.  Mr.  Mills  has  written  an  interest- 
ing 16  pp.  booklet  about  lavender,  which  even  droggists  will 
appreciate,  and  feel  after  readiDgr  it  that  they  would  like  to 
sample  his  lavender.  Mr.  Mil's'  apparently  reads  his 
Chemist  and  Dktjggist  in  the  way  that  it  should  be  read 
— viz.,  with  an  eye  to  business. 


From  Mr.  Arthur  J.  Watson,  Mill  Lane,  West  Hampstead : 
Drawing-room  calendars  for  1893.  Bevelled-edge  glass 
plaques  with  an  oval  photograph  of  the  Mill  Lane  or  of  the 
Heath  Street  pharmacy  in  the  centre,  encircled  by  a  wreath 
of  monthly  calendars  printed  in  chocolate  ;  stands  by  itself 
or  may  be  hung  up.  This  is  a  "notion"  which  should  please 
the  high  culture  of  Hampstead. 


W  From  Mr.  Keith  Longstaff,  Hilton  Terrace,  Falham  Road  : 
"  How  to  make  Syrup  of  Gold."  Another  of  Mr.  Longstaff's 
quaint  old  English  circulars,  containing  several  facsimiles 
of  genuine  ancient  MS.  reoipes,  and  others  of  aChattertonian. 
character. 


From  Mr.  H.  Helbing,  63  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.  : 
No.  xii.  'of  the  Pharmacological  Record  is  handed  to  us  as 
"  A  Christmas  Number."  It  is  an  account  of  a  malt-extract 
investigation  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Passmore  and  the  publisher.  We 
have  read  it,  and  have  been  interested,  for  the  Record 
deals  with  the  subject  in  several  respects  in  a  novel  way, 
and  makes  some  useful  suggestions  for  the  B.P.  authorities. 
We  take  it,  however,  that  this  is  the  main  thing  in  th  e 
Record : — 

The  comparison  shows  that  the  Kepler  Extract  of  Malt  is  an  excellent 
preparation,  which,  although  closely  approached  by  other  products  in  one 
or  the  other  respect,  asserts  its  greit  superiority  when  all  the  factors  are 
taken  into  consideration. 

We  may  refer  to  the  analytical  process  on  another  occasion. 

A  Mississippi.LPhaemacy  ,Act,  whic  h  has  recently  been 
passed,  prohibits  the  sale  of laudanum,  unless  by  doctor's 
prescription. 
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Woolston's  Drug  Company  (Limited).— Registered  by 
Messrs.  Jordan  &  Sons,  of  120  Cbaacery  Lane,  London. 
Capital  1,000? ,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  purchase  or 
otherwise  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  a  dispensing 
chemist,  patent- medicine  vendor,  medical  herbalist,  drug- 
merchant,  general  store  keeper,  and  tobacconist,  now  or 
lately  carried  on  by  Solomon  Woolston  at  19  Pontefract 
Street,  Leeds.  The  shares  are  subscribed  mainly  by  members 
of  the  family.  Mr.  Solomon  Woolston  is  appointed  mana- 
ging director.  Registered  office,  19  Pontefract  Street, 
Leeds. 

Rosalia  Co  (Limited). — Capital  1,000?.,  in  10?.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  dealers  in  Rosalia,  and 
other  soaps,  powders,  cream,  dentifrice,  &c,  carried  on  at 
170  Sloane  Street,  London,  and  to  carry  on  the  same,  and  deal 
in  chemicals  and  drugs,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are : — 
J.  Brinsmead,  18  Wigmore  Street,  W.,  pianoforte  manu- 
facturer; E.  W.  Brinsmead,  6  Eaton  Villas,  N  W.,  piano- 
forte manufacturer  ;  J.  S.  Browne,  170  Sloane  Street,  lamp- 
dealer  ;  Sarah  E.  Browne,  same  address ;  J.  H.  Zelley.  123 
Cheyne  Walk,  S.W.,  salesman  ;  G.  B.  Browne,  43  Southbrook 
Road,  Lee,  gentleman  ;  G.  Browne,  93  Wigmore  Street,  W., 
gentleman  ;  and  J.  Butcher,  8  Inkerman  Terrace,  Kensington, 
merchant's  clerk.  There  shall  not  be  more  than  four  nor  less 
than  two  directors,  and  the  first  are  G.  Browne,  E.  Brinsmead, 
and  J.  8.  Browne.  Remuneration  to  be  determined  in  general 
meeting.    Registered  office,  170  81oane  Street,  London. 

Natubal  Food  Company  (Limited). — Capital  6,000?., 
in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  undertaking  of  the 
Natural  Food  Company,  carried  on  at  8  and  10  Southall 
Place,  and  the  business  of  patent-food  manufacturers,  carried 
on  by  P.  Tyrer,  at  70  Long  Lane,  Bermondsey,  and  to  carry 
on  business  as  patent-food,  &c,  manufacturers  in  all  or  any 
of  its  branches.  The  first  subscribers  are : — Peter  Tyrer, 
Bexley  Heath,  Kent,  chemist,  3,000  shares  ;  J.  W.  Shirley, 
105  Whitecross  Street,  London,  menthol-cone  manufacturer, 
1  share;  P.  W.  Snow,  7  Lansdowne  Road,  Tottenham, 
bank  clerk,  100  shares ;  W.  E.  Snow,  7  Great  St.  Thomas 
Apostle,  E  C  ,  solicitor,  100  shares  ;  Leonard  G.  Thompson, 
73  Stamford  Hill,  N.,  salesman,  1  share;  H.  F.  Snow, 
Woodlands  Hcddesdon,  Herts,  civil  engineer,  2,797  shares  ; 
T.  R.  Allinson,  4  Spanish  Road,  London,  1  share.  There 
shall  not  be  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  directors.  The 
first  are  T  R.  Allinson,  P.  Tyrer,  and  H.  F.  Snow.  Qualifi- 
cation 100?.  Remuneration  to  be  fixed  by  the  company  in 
general  meetirjg.  Registered  office,  7  L>ong  Lane,  Bermondsey, 
London. 


DEATHS. 

Beemneb. — At  7  Victoria  Road,  Torry,  Aberdeen,  on  De- 
cember 16,  Jessie  Ann  Sutherland,  the  beloved  wife  of  James 
Bremner,  chemist,  Lossiemouth  and  Torry. 

Downing. — On  December  8,  Mr.  Joseph  Godfrey  Downing, 
pharmaceutical  chemist  and  wioe  merchant,  of  High  Street. 
Braintree,  aged  68.  Mr.  Downing  settled  at  Braintree  in 
1848.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Braintree  Corn  Exchange 
Company.  To  the  poor  he  was  a  generous  friend,  and  he 
subscribed  freely  to  all  local  charities  and  institutions. 
Mr.  Downing  leaves  a  widow,  three  sons,  and  a  manied 
daughter. 

Hodgkin. — On  December  19,  at  12  Dynevor  Road,  Rich- 
mond, Surrey,  in  her  28th  year,  Grace  Woodland,  the  beloved 
wife  of  John  Hodgkin  (of  Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams.) 

Sotjbeiean. — We  greatly  regret  to  have  to  announce  the 
death  of  M.  Jean  Leon  Soubeiran,  professor  of  pharmacy 
at  the  University  of  Montpellier,  France,  who  succumbed, 
after  a  brief  illness,  on  December  15  M.  Soubeiran  was 
born  in  Paris  on  November  27,  1827,  of  an  old  Southern 
Protestant  family,  connected  through  many  of  it3  members 
with  the  city  of  Montpellier.  M.  Soubeiran's  father  was  an  emi- 
nent pharmacist,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  also 
connected  with  the  pharmaceutical  profession  through  other 
relatives,  among  whom  was  the  late  Profesfeo^Regnault.  In 
1854  M.  Soubeiran  obtained  from  the  Paris  Kcole  de  Phar- 


macie  the  diploma  of  "  Pharmacien  de  Premiere  Classe,"  and 
a  few  years  later  he  became  a  doctor  of  science  of  the 
University  of  his  native  city.  The  young  scientist  applied 
himself  particularly  to  microscopical  investigation,  and 
wrote  a  number  of  treatises  on  subjects  pertaining  to  his 
favourite  branch  of  science.  His  publications  on  zoology 
also  were  very  numerous,  and  included  papers  on  the  adder- 
poison  (adders  were  so  common  in  some  French  departments 
as  to  constitute  a  veritable  plague),  on  leeches,  cn  pisciculture, 
&c.  The  sulphurous  springs  of  the  Pyrenees  and  the 
special  botanical  features  of  the  soil  where  these  springs 
occurred  were  also  minutely  investigated  by  him.  As  a 
pharmacologist  M.  Soubeirair  is  known  by  bis  papers  on  the 
acclimatisation  of  cinchona  in  the  East  Indies,  on  gums, 
honey,  rhatania,  saffron,  cod-liver  oil,  and  cochineal.  In 
1867  M.  Soubeiran  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  the 
report  on  the  materia  mediea  section  of  the  Paris  Exhibition 
of  that  year,  and  in  1874  he  published  a  standard  work  on 
Chinese  materia  medica.  In  the  same  year  M.  Soubeiran 
was  appointed  professor  of  pharmacy  at  the  University  of 
Montpellier.  He  filled  that  position  until  his  death  with  un- 
tiring zeal,  devotion,  and  urbanity,  making  numberless 
friends  among  his  students  and  others  with  whom  he  came 
into  contact.  The  large  concourse  of  people  which  lined  the 
streets  through  which  the  late  Professor's  funeral  cortege 
passed  testified  to  the  affection  in  which  Jean  Leon 
Soubeiran  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  M.  Soubeiran 
had  been  presented  with  several  foreign  decorations  in 
recognition  of  his  scientific  merits.  He  was  for  many  years 
a  reader  of  this  journal,  and  occasionally  contributed  short 
notes  to  its  columns.  M.  Soubeiran  was  married  to  an 
EDglish  lady,  who  survives  him.  At  the  time  of  bis  death 
be  had  nearly^fimshed  a  work  on  "  The  Mineral- waters  of 
Europe." 


MR.  FRED  BDRBIDGE. 

We  here  give  a  likeness  of  the  late  Mr.  Fred  Burbidge,  of 
the  firm  of  Burgoyne,  Burbidges,  Cjriax,  &  Farries,  who 
died  on  December  12.  The  deceased's  funeral,  which  took 
place  at  Sarrat,  near  Rickmanswortb,  on  December  17,  was 
attended  by  a  very  large  number  of  friends.    About  sixteen 


of  the  employes  of  the  Coleman  Street  firm  were  present, 
and  there  was  a  strong  muster  of  the  late  Mr.  Burbidge's 
acquaintances  among  the  cricketing  aid  other  sporting 
sections.  The  engraving  given  above  could  not  be  completed 
in  time  for  oar  last  issue. 
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Mb.  Robert  Bubnabd,  chemical  manufacturer,  has  been 
made  a  J.P.  of  the  County-Borough  of  Plymouth. 

Mb.  Phil  Abmoub,  the  principal  of  Armour  &  Co., 
Chicago,  arrived  in  London  on  Wednesday.  Before  leaving 
Chicago  Mr.  Armour  made  a  gift  to  the  city  of  a  splendid 
five-storey  building  (to  be  called  the  "  Armour  Institute"), 
for  manual  training  in  science  and  art,  together  with  an 
endowment  of  $1,400,000  to  maintain  the  establishment. 
He  is  an  exceedingly  generous  marj,  and  his  staff  in  Tooley 
Street,  S.E.,  esteem  him  highly. 

Db.  0.  R.  A.  Weight  communicates  to  the  Journal  of 
the  Chemical  Society  a  brief  biographical  note  regarding  the 
late  Mr.  Charles  Thompson,  F.I.C.,  F.C  S.,  whose  death,  on 
October  8,  from  a  cancerous  affection  of  the  throat,  has  been 
much  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  Thompson 
received  his  chemical  education  in  the  first  instance  in  the 
laboratories  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  Bloomsbury 
Square,  and  subsequently,  in  1881,  became  associated  with 
Dr.  Alder  Wright,  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  afterwards 
was  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  there.  For  about 
nine  j  ears  in  all  he  collaborated  extensively  with  Dr.  Alder 
Wright  in  several  branches  of  scientific  research,  including 
the  chemistry  of  soap-manufacture.  These  latter  researches 
led  in  the  spring  of  1890  to  his  being  offered  the  general 
management  and  scientific  supervision  of  Messrs.  Blondeau 
&  Cie.'s  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  "  Vinolia "  pro- 
ducts— a  post  the  somewhat  onerous  responsibilities  of  which 
he  ably  discharged  until  shortly  before  his  death,  when  the 
state  of  his  health  presented  his  attending  actively  to 
work.  We  understand  that  Mr.  H  Garnett,  ex-Bell  Scholar, 
has  succeeded  Mr.  Thompson  at  Blondeau's. 


Craft*  IMta. 

Messes.  Blondeau  &  Cie  are  making  a  special  Christmas 
offer  of  an  extra  7£  per  cent,  on  orders  for  Vinolia  soap. 

Me.  F.  C.  Schiffmann  has  come  to  Europe  from  America 
to  introduce  Dr.  Schiffmann's  asthma-cure  here,  and  has 
located  himself  at  68  High  Holborn.  He  offers  to  chemists 
special  sale  or  return  terms,  and  will  advertise  the  goods 
locally. 

Messes  Hatbick  &  Co.  (Limited),  31  Snow  Hill,  E.C., 
have  been  appointed  sole  agents  for  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  by  J.  Ell  wood,  Lee  &  Co,  surgical  instrument 
speciality  manufacturers,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  &c,  Cons- 
hohocken,  Pa.,  U.S.A. 

It  may  interest  those  who  photograph  and  those  who  deal 
in  photographic  materials  to  know  that  amidol  is  now 
supplied  in  cartridges.  Each  cartridge  contains  amidol  and 
sodium  sulphite  sufficient  to  develop  ten  half-plates.  They 
are  packed  in  boxes  of  six  cartridges,  and  the  retail  price  is 
2s  Qd.  per  box.  Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers  put  them  on  the 
market. 

Messes.  G.  &  R.  Stokes  (Limited),  of  Hanley,  the 
makers  of  Stokes's  patent  check-tills,  have  purchased  from 
Mr  A.  J.  Lyon  a  device  patented  by  him,  whereby  a  till- 
drawer  is  locked  at  the  point  where  it  is  left  by  the  last  user. 
This  device  Messrs.  Stofees  are  attaching  to  their  tills,  and 
the  arrangement  can  be  sent  to  those  who  already  have 
these  tills  in  use,  and  can  easily  be  attached.  Hitherto  the 
till  could  be  closed  to  within  half  an  inch,  and  then  reopened 
without  moving  the  registration-paper.  With  the  Lyons 
attachment  the  drawer  must  be  pushed  home  before  it  can 
be  reopened ;  consequently,  the  registration- paper  must  be 
moved.  Messrs  Stokes  have  also  increased  the  capacity  of 
their  tills,  strengthened  the  mechanism,  and  at  the  same 
time  increased  the  cash  discount. 


Catheter  Oil.— The  best  oil  for  anointing  catheters  is 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  castor  and  almond  oils,  to  which 
carbolic  acid  is  added  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  16. 


COLOGNE  IN  BOND  STREET. 


IF  anyone  wants  to  see  an  example  of  artistic  Germars 
shop-  fitting,  he  cannot  do  better  than  walk  down  New 
Bond  Street  ("  four  "  is  the  fashionable  hour),  and  step  into- 
No.  62,  where  Mr.  Ferdinand  Miihlens,  of  Cologne,  has  in- 
stalled his  agent,  Mr.  R.  J.  Renter.  The  shop  is  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  best  business-centre  and  the  most  delightful 
promenade  in  London,  as  the  upper  ten  thousand  know  it. 
It  was  at  Mr.  Renter's  suggestion,  we  believe,  that  Mr. 
Miihlens  stepped  in  front  of  all  other  makers  of  eau  de 
Cologne  by  opening  a  retail  shop  in  London,  which  means, 
really  and  truly,  the  adverti-ement  of  his  manufactures. 
In  that  light  the  shop  has  a  special  interest  to  chemists.  It 
is  fitted  up  most  handsomely  with  walnut  wall-cases,  inlaid 
with  satin  wood,  the  glass  is  heavy  and  bevelled,  the  interiors 
of  drawers  and  cases  finished  in  polish,  and  altogether  the 
style  from  the  window  right  back  to  Mr.  Renter's  office  is 
unique  amongst  West-end  shops. 

Subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist  may  know 
Mr.  Miihlens  best  as  the  maker  of  the  superfatted  medicinal 
soaps  devised,  and  supervised  in  manufacture,  by  Dr. 
Eichhoff,  assistant  to  Professor  Unna,  the  world-renowned 
dermatologist.  But  these  soaps  are  a  subordinate  part  of 
Mr.  Miihlens's  business.  A  hundred  years  ago — viz  ,  in  1792 — 
his  grandfather  and  a  Farina  started  in  Cologne  as  perfume- 
manufacturers,  and  it  is  this  business  which  is  now  carried1 
on  with  nineteenth-century  energy  by  the  grandson.  Eaude 
Cologne,  floral  essences,  and  toilet-soaps  are  the  staple  pro- 
ducts. Mr.  Miihlens  has  two  factories  in  Cologne,  others  in 
Vienna,  Riga,  and  New  York,  with  retail  establishments  in 
Cologne,  Odessa,  R'ga,  Vienna;  and  in  July  the  London 
house  was  opened.  In  a  conversation  which  a  representative 
of  The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist  had  with  Mr.  Reuter 
he  learnt  that  they  are  well  satisfied  with  the  business  which 
has  been  done  in  Bond  Street,  and  they  find  that  country 
business  has  been  increased.  The  4711  eau  de  Cologne, 
we  may  say,  has  a  blue- and- gold  label,  and  is  put  up  in 
several  styles  besides  the  very  familiar  patterns.  The  perfume 
is  one  of  great  delicacy  and  permanence,  and  commands  the 
highest  prices.  It  is  upon  the  quality  basis,  moreover,  that 
Mr.  Miihlens  is  appealing  directly  to  the  English  public, 
and,  with  Mr.  Reuter,  he  hopes  to  direct  a  volume  of  profit- 
able trade  into  chemists'  shops,  which  has  tended  to  go  else- 
where of  recent  years.  Speaking  of  floral  essences,  our 
representative  learnt  that  white  heliotrope,  white  rose,  tea 
rose,  violet,  and,  to  a  smaller  extent,  white  lilac,  are  the 
favourite  perfumes  just  now.  The  Duchess  of  Marlborougb 
uses  white  heliotrope,  and  buys  it  of  the  quintuple  strength 
in  6s.  bottles.  These  perfumes,  and  others  of  the  same 
class,  are  put  up  by  Mr.  Miihlens  in  elegant  style,  the  special 
quality  of  the  individual  odours  being  that  in  evaporating 
they  leave  no  residual  odour,  such  as  musk  or  civet — they 
simply  fade  away  into  an  etherial  lightness  of  the  original 
fragrance.  The  same  characteristic  applies  to  the  triple  and 
other  cheaper  essences,  which  only  differ  in  strength. 

The  variety  of  Mr.  Miihlens's  toilet-soaps  is  somewhat 
bewildering  ;  some  of  them  we  have  known  for  many  years 
— the  33-per-cent.  transparent  glycerine,  for  example — but 
we  learn  for  the  first  time  that  this  is  the  soap  which  the 
Czar  uses,  while  the  Czarina's  favourite  is  an  unscented  and 
unglycerinated  soap  of  the  same  appearance.  These  they 
get  from  the  Riga  establishment.  The  New  York  factory 
turns  out  large  quantities  of  transparent  white  rose  soap. 
We  have  had  occasion  to  examine  these  and  other  of  Mr. 
Miihlens's  soaps,  and  have  been  struck  with  the  purity  of  the 
soap-bases  and  the  richness  of  many  of  the  odours.  Like 
the  eau  de  Cologne,  they  are  all  designated  "  4711  "— 
Glockengasse  No.  4711  being  the  Cologne  address. 
"  Mr  Miihlens  determined  to  make  '  forty-seven  eleven ' 
familiar  to  everyone  in  Germany,"  said  Mr.  Rauter,  "  so  he 
took  spaces  in  newspapers.  They  stood  blank  for  a  time, 
then  '  4711 '  appeared,  and  after  that,  as  everybody  wondered 
what  that  meant,  '  4711  eau  de  Cologne '  came  on  ;  and  so  he 
continued,  adding  or  altering,  until  '  4711 '  became  as  a 
household  word.  We  want  to  do  the  same  here ;  and  though 
we  may  go  about  it  in  a  different  fashion,  we  hope  to  do  it7 
and  that  the  trade  will  support  us."  The  ventuie  in  Bond 
Street  may  certainly  be  taken  as  an  earnest  of  that.  It  is  from 
this  address  that  the  wholesale  trade  is  also  directed. 
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^atfctffrg  Reports. 


Be  James  Wylie  &  Co.  and  James  Wylie  (only  known 
partner),  586  Govan  Street,  Glasgow ;  and  1  Qaeensberry 
Terrace,  Langside,  Glasgow,  SS.,  Manufacturing  Chemists. 

The  following  account  appears  in  the  application  for 
cessio  in  this  bankruptcy  : — 

Liabilities. 

£   s.  d. 

Bigg,  William  James  <  for  James  Baird),  Glasgow..       18  0 


Dalrymple,  George,  &  Co.,  „  ..  23  10  0 

Haldane,  R.  &  Co ,  „  M  22  16  0 

Huttou,  William  Rose,  >(  2    5  10 

Johnstone,  R.  (for  C.  Tennant  &  Co.),  „  . .  12  16  5 

Middleton  &  Kirkpatrick,  ,,  ..  58  6  9 

Moffatt,  James  (Trustees of),  „  ..  28  10  7 

Parrick,  Jas.G.,&  Co.,  „  ..  7  13  3 

Paterson,  Dnm'el,  „  ..  24  14  10 

Rent  and  taxes   25   0  0 


Assets. 
ZSl.  12«. 


He  Alfred  Ponsfohd,  Newton  Abbot,  Mineral-water 
Manufacturer. 

Me  T.  Andrew  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  of 
this  debtor  at  Exeter  Bankruptcy  Offices  on  December  9. 
The  statement  showed  liabilities  643Z.,  and  assets  161.  Debtor 
attributed  his  failure  to  want  of  capital  and  losses  in  con- 
nection with  his  chemist's  business.  He  commenced  business 
with  151.  borrowed  capital.  He  had  not  taken  stock  nor 
prepared  any  statement  of  his  assets  and  liabilities.  Dabtor 
said  he  did^not  become  aware  of  his  insolvency  uutil  a  week 
before  he  filed  his  petition,  but  the  deficiency  account  showed 
that  he  had  been  insolvent  for  a  considerable  period.  Pons- 
ford  said  that  in  order  to  work  up  for  his  examination  as  a 
chemist  he  had  to  go  to  London  two  or  three  times  at  con- 
siderable expense.  He  did  not  pass,  and  was  afterwards 
fined  50Z.  and  costs  for  practising  as  a  chemist  without 
being  qualified.  His  father  died  in  1882,  and  he  continued 
to  carry  on  the  business.  The  Official  Eeceiver  said  that 
according  to  the  statement  the  latest  debt  incurred  was  in 
1887,  and  yet  debtor  had  gone  back  five  years  beyond  that 
to  account  for  his  deficiency.  That  surely  was  not  right. 
Debtor  said  he  believed  he  was  in  a  state  of  insolvency  when 
he  commenced  business,  but  he  could  not  say  to  what  extent. 
The  usual  order  was  made,  and  debtor  was  requested  to 
prepare  a  cash  and  goods  account  for  the  last  two  years. 


Be  Alfred  Savory,  Brighouse,  Manufacturing  Chemist 
and  Dry salter. 

The  public  examination  of  this  bankrupt  came  on  at  the 
Halifax  Bankruptcy  Court,  on  Monday,  before  Mr.  Registrar 
Alexander. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Boocock,  who  appeared  for  a  creditor,  the 
debtor  alleged  that  the  firm  of  Alfred  Savory  &  Co.  owed 
him  100Z.  He  admitted  that  he  had  kept  back  various 
accounts  received  by  him  on  account  of  the  firm,  but  that 
was  for  wages,  travelling  expenses,  &c ,  due  to  him,  and 
which  he  was  unable  to  obtain  in  the  ordinary  way.  These 
sums  were  taken  under  the  advice  of  his  solicitor,  to  whom 
he  gave  particulars  at  the  time.  He  denied  that  he  had 
absented  himself  from  business  for  periods  of  from  thirteen 
to  fifteen  week?,  during  which  time  he  indulged  in  drink.  He 
admitted  having  intercepted  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Wood,  of 
Huddersfield. 

In  reply  to  his  own  solicitor,  debtor  said  he  considered 
that  accounting  for  the  money  he  had  collected  was  the 
same  as  handing  it  over.  He  had  a  lot  of  travelling  expenses 
and  other  disbursements,  which  he  incurred  with  the  firm's 
knowledge  and  consent.  He  had  not  had  access  to  the 
books  of  the  firm.  He  had  always  told  his  partners  when 
he  received  money  from  customers.  He  had  never  had  the 
slightest  intention  of  keeping  back  anything  from  his 
partners,  and  he  had  instructed  his  solicitor  to  communicate 


with  them  that  he  had  collected  certain  accounts,  which  he 
was  keeping  back  on  account  of  wages,  &c,  due  to  him. 

The  examination  was  adjourned,  and  the  debtor  wa? 
ordered  to  file  the  best  account  he  could  of  the  moneys  he 
had  received  and  disbursed  on  account  of  Savory  &  Co. 


Be  The  British  Cattle  Foods  Company  (Limited), 
London,  York,  and  Halt. 

A  public  inquiry  into  the  promotion,  business  transactions, 
and  liquidation  of  this  company  was  held  last  Wednesday,  at 
the  Lorjdin  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Emden. 
The  company  was  formed  in  the  autumn  of  1888,  with  a 
nominal  capital  of  100.000Z.,  to  aoquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  Myers's  cattle  spice  and  poultry  foods,  and 
to  amalgamate  therewith  the  proprietors'  rights  of  Foster  & 
Co.  and  Warren's  Patent  Food  Company.  The  purchase  price 
was  agreed  at  42 1181.  5s.,  payable  in  cash  and  shares,  and  as 
the  actual  amount  of  stock  appears  to  have  been  321.  only, 
the  balance  of  the  purchase- money  mu3t  be  regarded  as 
consideration  for  the  goodwill,  manufacturing  rights,  &c. 
A  winding-up  order  was  made  against  the  company  last 
January,  under  which  accounts  were  furnished  showing  a 
surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  604£  5s.  9d., 
and  a  total  deficiency  of  55,045Z.  14*'.  3d.  to  the  contri- 
butories. 

The  witnesses  called  included  the  promoter,  the  secretary, 
the  solicitor,  the  managing  director,  a  tormer  partner  in  Myers's 
business,  and  the  vendor  of  the  concern.  It  appeared  from 
the  examination  that,  with  a  view  to  inflating  the  values, 
orders  were  booked  for  2  000  tons  of  spices,  no  attempt 
being  made  to  execute  them.  The  value  of  the  business  was 
based  upon  testimonials,  medals,  and  press  notices  of  ex- 
hibits, no  books  of  accounts  being  produced  to  show  the 
amount  of  business  done.  Mr.  N.  Scottowe  Parker,  the 
vendor,  said  he  purchased  the  business  from  Mr.  Myers  for 
2,000/.,  and  he  had  invested  therein  a  farther  sum  of  1,900.'. 
He  estimated  the  business  turnover  at  32,000Z.  and  the 
profits  at  15.0C0Z.  per  annum.  A  statement  in  the  pro- 
spectus that  they  had  been  awarded  the  highest  prize  at  the 
Brussels  Exhibition  for  their  manufactures  was  incorrect, 
but  the  information  was  used  to  create  a  mild  sensation  and 
boom  Mjers's  foods  at  the  Agricultural  Show.  Mr.  Mac- 
dougall,  a  former  partner  in  the  business,  said  he  could  not 
confirm  the  last  witness's  statement  with  regard  to  the 
turnover  and  profits.  He  knew  the  mills  at  York  to  be  a 
mere  shanty,  and  that  no  business  of  any  magnitude  had 
been  transacted.  He  admitted  that  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Myers  he  signed  the  deed  by  which  the  property  was 
transferred  to  the  company,  and  that  he  did  so  with  the  full 
knowledge  that  he  was  dealing  with  a  sbaky  affair.  The 
Official  Receiver  reported  that  Mr.  Mjers  was  at  present 
in  Toronto,  and  unable  to  attend  in  Londjn  unless  his 
expenses  were  sent  out  to  him.  The  learned  Registrar 
said  it  would  be  for  the  Official  Receiver  to  consider  what 
steps  could  be  taken  to  secure  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Myers, 
no  provision  being  made  in  the  Act  for  the  examination  of 
witnesses  The  inquiry  was  closed,  subject  to  the  production 
of  certain  books  to  the  Official  Receiver. 


THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Orders 

Aked,  William  (trading  as  Aked  &  Pott),  Macclesfield,  mineral-water 
manufacturerer. 

Bates,  Henry  Baker,  St.  Helens  Junction,  Lancashire,  physician  and 
surgeon. 

Adjudications. 

Bates,  Henry  Baker,  St.  Helens  Junction,  physician  and  surgeon. 

Walker,  Walter,  Filey,  Yorkshire,  assistant  to  aerated-water  manu- 
facturer, i       j  f 
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THE  MANUFACTURE  OP  CARBONIC-ACID 
GAS  BY  BREWERS. 


THE  first  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
Brewers'  and  Distillers'  CO„  Company  (Limited)  was 
held  on  December  14,  at  the  offices,  16  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 
Mr.  H.  Seton  Karr.  M  P.,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
directors,  presided.  The  report  of  the  directors  for  the  sixteen 
months  ending  November  7,  1892,  stated  that  the  company 
was  registered  in  J aly,  1891,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  from 
Prof.  Tichborne  and  others  their  patents  and  patent-rights 
for  methods  and  appliances  for  the  collection  and  utilisation 
of  carbonic-acid  gas  given  off  during  fermentation,  The 
report  went  on  to  state  that  the  directors  erected  an 
installation  in  London  to  show  the  system  in  actual  working, 
and  it  had  been  inspected  by  a  large  number  of  brewers, 
distillers,  and  others.  The  opinion  was  almost  unanimous 
that  the  process  was  thoroughly  practical.  One  London 
firm  bad  recently  instructed  the  company  to  erect  a  plant 
for  them,  and  negotiations  were  in  progress  with  numerous 
other  brewers  and  distillers.  There  was  every  prospect  that 
before  long  a  highly  satisfactory  and  remunerative  business 
would  be  done. 

The  statement  of  affairs  showed  that  the  capital  subscribed 
was  114,536/.  10s.,  including  101,750/.  issued  as  fully  paid 
up,  and  the  creditors  were  sundries,  rent,  &c,  accrued, 
261/ .  and  directors'  fees  aecrutd,  632/. — making  a  total  of 
115,429/*  On  the  other  side  was  by  patent  and  patent-rights, 
cash  9,000/.,  and  fully-paid-up  shares,  101,750/  ;  patent-fees, 
257/. ;  plant  and  machinery,  728/.  5s.  6d. ;  expenditure,  in- 
cluding salaries  and  law-costs,  1,323/.  Is.  8d. ;  directors' 
fees,  1,532/.  4s.  4d. ;  less  royalties  on  sales  of  CO.,  up  to 
June,  28/.  18s.  9i. ;  transfer-fees,  4/.  17s.  6d.  ■  debtors, 
2/.  10s.  lOd  ;  and  cash  at  bank,  870/,  13s.  4^.  -making  a 
total  of  115,429/.  19s.  5d. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
that  during  the  year  the  company  had  taken  out  patents  in 
Austria,  Hungary,  the  United  States,  Canada,  Belgium,  Italy, 
India,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand.  They  had  had  many 
difficulties,  a?  th.9ir  plant  was  only  fixed  in  a  small  brewery 
where  brewing  only  took  place  at  intervals.  It  was  a 
success  there,  and  would  be  a  complete  success  anywhere 
eke.  Many  business  men,  experts  and  brewers,  had  been  to 
see  this,  and  all  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  it. 
Messrs.  Mann,  Grossman  &  Paulin,  for  whom  a  plant  had 
been  erected,  would  probably  take  over  the  plant  on  very 
good  terms  to  the  shareholders  of  that  company.  Their 
negotiations  took  time,  and  brewers  were  very  conservative, 
but  the  board  thought  they  had  made  very  good  progress. 
Negotiations  were  going  on  in  some  countries  for  the  sale  of 
the  patents,  and  applications  had  been  received  as  to  the 
sale  of  the  foreign  patent-rights,  as  they  really  thought  that 
the  company  would  have  enough  work  to  do  in  England 
alone.  They  had  a  very  large  field  for  operations,  and  they 
were  assured  of  success.  This  CO,  was  the  only  thing  that 
the  brewers  allowed  to  be  wasted,  and  they  were  the  first 
persions  to  try  and  make  use  of  it.  It  had  been  stated  that 
300,000  tons  of  CO,  gas  was  wasted  every  year,  and  that  was 
what  they  proposed  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Rawlings,  the  managing  director,  seconded  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report,  and  said  the  erection  of  small  machinery 
had  given  them  a  good  idea  of  the  cost  and  power  of  the 
machines,  and  they  were  now  working  the  best  possible 
system.  They  had  tried  it  with  mineral  waters  and  found 
that  soda-water  would  keep  a  lorjg  time  if  made  by 
their  collected  gas,  and  they  had  tested  it  with  beer 
also.  Many  tenders  for  plant  had  been  sent  out,  and 
they  expected  to  gat  a  nr.mber  of  orders  from  them. 
Messrs.  Mann  &  Co  were  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  raising  beer  with  carbonic-acid  gas.  They  would  very 
soon  be  putting  do  wn  a  large  plant  in  a  large  London  dis- 
tillery. Daring  the  last  year  he  had  been  trying  to  find  out 
what  were  the  existing  fields  for  this  gas,  and  he  found  that 
the  demand  was  considerably  larger  than  he  expected.  It 
was  used  in  the  cool-storage  trade  and  very  largely  in  the 
bread  trade,  but  the  present  price  was  almost  prohibitive, 
and  he  felt  there  was  a  large  outlet  for  this  product.1  The 
directors  had  an  offer  that  they  should  fix  plant  at  a  brewery, 
and  the  brewers  would  supply  the  gas  to  neighbouring 


chemists  who  were  makers  of  mineral  waters.  That  w38 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the  board.  One  small  brea^ 
company  in  London  used  a  ton  of  the  gas  every  week,  an** 
they  had  agreed  to  use  their  gas  as  soon  as  they  could  supplv 
it.  He  was  sure  that  before  they  next  met  they  would  have 
sold  several  of  their  patents  at  high  prices.  Last  year'8 
working  showed  no  profits,  but  the  directors  had  worked 
hard  to  introduce  the  company's  patents  into  the  breweries. 
He  was  a  large  shareholder  in  the  company,  and  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  position  it  was  now  in.  He  should 
like  the  manager  of  Messrs.  Mann,  who  was  present,  to  say 
what  he  thought  of  the  plant  which  had  been  fixed  at  the 
tap  of  his  firm. 

Mr,  A.  A.  Tindall  said  the  last  speaker  had  said  he  was 
satisfied,  but  he  was  not.  What  did  the  work  of  the  year 
consist  of?  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  consisted  in  the 
directors  putting  1,500/.  in  their  pockets  and  showing 
receipts  amounting  to  28/. 

The  Chairman  said  that  was'not  so.  They  had  only  drawn 
900/.,  and  the  other  600/.  was  stated  to  have  accrued,  but  it 
had  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Tindall  failed  to  see  what  had  been  done  for  the 
money.  The  managing  director  no  doubt  ought  to  be  paid, 
but  he  did  not  think,  when  the  company  was  doing  no  busi- 
ness, that  all  the  directors  should  have  their  fees.  They 
ought  at  least  to  wait  until  the  shareholders  had  got  some- 
thing out  of  it. 

Mr.  McHardy  (one  of  the  directors)  said  his  colleagues 
decided  six  months  ago  not  to  draw  their  fees  until  things 
were  better. 

Mr.  Tindall  was  glad  to  hear  that,  and  he  hoped  the  rosy 
statements  which  had  been  made  would  be  realised.  He 
was  sure  they  had  a  good  thing  in  the  patents. 

Mr.  Thorpe  said  the  plant  had  been  at  work  at  his  firm's 
brewery  for  about  two  months,  and  many  persons  had  seen  it 
and  were  thoroughly  satisfied  with  it.  An  important  thing 
to  consider  was  the  price  of  raising  beer  by  engines  and 
by  gas.  To  be  generally  used  the  cost  of  the  company's 
gas  must  not  be  more  than  it  now  was.  The  effect  of  the  gas 
on  beer  was  practically  to  produce  lager  beer.  Everyone 
knew  that  the  lower  beer  got  in  the  barrel  the  worse  it  got, 
but  by  the  use  of  this  gas  the  reverse  was  achieved — the 
lower  it  got  the  better  it  became,  and  the  more  exhilarating 
and  beneficial  to  the  consumer.  He  thought  the  company 
should  pay  particular  attention  to  finding  a  market  for  the 
gas.  If  they  could  show  a  ready  sale  for  it  they  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  getting  their  system  adopted. 

Mr.  Pontifex  wanted  to  know  what  had  become  of  Messrs. 
Guinness's  royalties,  as  that  was  made  a  great  feature  of  in 
the  prospectus ;  and  why  the  accounts  were  made  up  to 
November  on  one  side,  and  to  June  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Spence  thought  the  directors  ought  to  have  husbanded 
their  resources  more  than  they  had  done. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  said  the  criticisms  as  to  their  fees 
were  unwarranted.  Messrs.  Guinness  had  been  almost  all 
the  year  enlarging  the  plant,  and  that  was  why  the  receipts 
from  them  were  not  larger ;  and  as  they  only  made  up  their 
accounts  at  June  and  December,  the  company's  accounts 
could  not  include  anything  after  June 

Mr.  Tindall  contended  that  nearly  4,000/.  had  been  spent 
during  the  year  to  get  28/,,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  was 
extravagance. 

Mr.  McHardy  said  if  the  company  made  20,000/.  the 
directors  would  then  take  the  fees  which  had  accrued,  but 
until  they  earned  money  they  would  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Tindall  said  it  came  to  the  same  thing.  Although 
500/.  had  not  been  paid,  the  shareholders  were  liable  for  it. 

The  report  was  adopted.  Messrs.  Monkhouse,  Goddard 
&  Co.  were  re-elected  auditors,  but  no  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  Chairman. 


Digestion  and  Exercise, — From  experiments  made  by 
Herr  Rosenberg  on  a  small  dog,  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  digestion  goes  on  as  well  during  rest  as  during  exercise 

The  latest  Californian  discovery  is  a  "  hair-raising 
spring,"  the  waters  of  which  are  reputed  to  possess  the 
powers  of  curing  bald-headedoess.  Three  prominent  San 
Diego  physicians  vouch  for  the  efficacy  of  the  waters,  which 
they  describe  as  "  alkaline,  ferruginous,  sulphuretted,  and 
arsenical.'' 


December  24,  1898.] 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers : — It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this 
lection  are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  art  suitable,  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 

It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  rangtlef  quality 
%>try  aide. 


New  York. 

The  gradual  diminution  in  the  size  of  orders  noted 
last  week  continues  (writes  our  correspondent,  under  date 
of  December  14).  The  liveliest  interest  has  been 
aroused  by  a  second  advance  in  the  price  of  Alcohol, 
making  a  rise  of  20c.  per  gallon  within  five  days. 
This  advance  has  been  accepted  as  an  indication  that  the 
Cattle- feeding  and  Distilling  Company — otherwise  the 
"  Whiskey  Trust " — have  become  assured  of  their  ability  to 
control  absolutely  the  price  of  alcohol.  The  price  of  stock 
in  the  concern  has  also  boomed  lately,  and  there  is  a  ques- 
tion in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  trade  as  to  precisely  the 
relation  which  the  advance  in  price  of  alcohol  and  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  Trust  stock  bear  to  each 
other.  That  it  is  close  goes  without  saying.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  annual  report,  that  the  tax  on  alcohol 
be  increased  had  already  leaked  out  before  the  document 
was  made  officially  public,  and  much  stock  changed  hands 
on  the  strength  of  this  information,  which  was  freely  used 
by  the  Trust  people  to  boom  stock  in  their  Company.  As 
a  consequence  of  this  great  advance  it  will  be  necessary  to 
advance  quotations  on  all  strongly-alcoholic  preparations — a 
step  that  has  already  been  taken  by  some  manufacturers  of 
pharmaceutical  preparations.  The  change  includes  all  the 
products  of  alcohol,  as  ether,  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
collodion,  &c.  Chicle  gum  is  quite  active  at  advanc- 
ing price,  and  sales  are  reported  of  30,000  lbs.,  at  28c. 
to  30c,  while  for  further  supplies  30c.  to  32c.  is  quoted. 
Senega  is  about  staiionary,  as  neither  prices  nor  stocks  move  ; 
57c.  to  60c.  is  the  usual  quotation,  which  is  above  exporters' 
views.  There  is  no  Mexican  sarsaparilla  in  first  hands 
at  the  moment,  and  the  stocks  in  second  hands  are  well 
controlled.  Quotations  are  8c.  to  8£c.  for  Tuxpan  and  9c. 
to  9£c.  for  Tampico.  Honduras  sarsaparilla  has  been  quite 
active,  and  considerable  quantities  of  both  varieties  have 
been  shipped  to  Europe.  Some  inferior  Jalap  is  said  to  have 
been  sold  at  24c.  For  prime  quality — 30c.  to  32c.  is  asked. 
The  Chloral  hydrate  manufacturers  have  completed  a  sort  of 
combination,  and  prices  are  fixed  at  01  for  crude  and 
#1.05  for  crystals  in  bulk.  Some  business  has  been 
transacted  in  Cascara  sagrada  is  on  the  decline, 
and  sales  have  been  made  at  7c.  to  7£c.  for 
future  delivery,  paid  on  the  spot,  the  transactions  aggregating 
several  thousand  pounds*  There  has  been  no  marked  change 
in  the  market  for  HGH  Peppermint  oil.  Holders  want 
#2.52  to  #2.60,  but  there  are  no  buyers  of  moment  at  that 
figure.  One  of  the  speculative  holders  unloaded  a  pretty 
good  sized  stock  last  week,  so  it  is  now  said,  and  this  caused 
the  break  mentioned  then.  Quinine  is  selling  fairly  well, 
and  is  firmer.  Powers  &  Weightman's  new  departure  of 
selling  compressed  tablets  of  quinine  in  screw-capped  bottles, 
enclosed  in  cartons,  at  the  same  price  that  they  sell  the 
loose  crystals  in  1-oz  bottles,  is  attracting  a  good  deal  of 
attention  in  the  retail  trade.  Heavy  arrivals  of  Tonquin 
beans  have  caused  a  decline  of  $2, 5  to  #2  25,  at  which  they 
are  dull.  Mexican  Vanilla,  of  which  the  small  stock  is 
strongly  concentrated,  is  again  dearer. 


Gfoe  Xonfcon  flDarkets. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  December  22. 

Portuguese  Sulphate  of  Quinine. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  about  two  years  ago,  when 
the  relations  between  this  country  and  Portugal  became  un- 
pleasantly strained  over  the  now  almost  forgotten  Manica 
dispute,  public  opinion  in  Portugal  ran  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  emancipation  of  the  kingdom  from  dependence  upon 
British  goods.  We  mentioned  at  that  time  that  among  the 
projects  that  were  planned  was  one  for  the  establishment  of 
a  factory  in  Lisbon,  in  which  the  Portuguese-grown  cinchona 
from  the  Island  of  San  Thome  should  be  converted  into 
quinine.  Since  that  time  the  imports  of  San  Thome  bark 
into  London  have  considerably  increased,  but  it  would  seem, 
nevertheless,  that  quinine  making  in  Portugal  has  become  an 
established  fact,  for  Mr.  David,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  at 
a  social  gathering  mentioned  elsewhere,  stated  that  he  had 
recently  had  occasion  to  examine  a  sample  of  quinine 
manufactured  in  that  country.  Mr.  Howards' opinion  of  the 
product  was  not  flattering,  for  he  considered  the  specimen 
absolutely  the  worst  he  had  ever  come  across  in  his  ex- 
perience. 

The  Java  Cinchona  Plantations. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Java  Government  cinchona 
plantations  for  the  three  months  July — September,  which  has 
just  been  published,  states  that  the  abnormal  weather  of  the 
period  described  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  disease,  not  only 
among  the  young  trees,  but  particularly  among  the  nine  and 
fifteen  year  old  plantations.  The  disease  manifested  itself  in 
the  reddening  of  the  leaves  upon  the  young  shoots,  and  in 
root-cancer.  The  seed  did  not  ripen  this  season,  and  no  seed 
auctions  have  been  held.  Scarcity  of  labour  accounted  for 
the  smallness  of  the  bark  output  during  the  quarter  under 
review,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  employment  of  the 
regular  hands  upon  the  work  of  harvesting,  that  branch 
would  have  come  to  a  standstill  altogether.  The  new  mode 
of  harvesting,  first  adopted  in  1891  and  continued  this  year, 
consists  in  the  scraping  of  the  stems  and  branches  of  the 
smallest  trees  in  the  plantations,  in  order  to  limit  their 
growth,  and  thereby  to  afford  more  room  for  development  for 
the  heavier  trees,  the  bark  of  which  is  at  present  left  intact. 

It  is  possible  that  the  scarcity  of  labour  referred  to  in  this 
report  may  have  made  itself  felt  at  the  private  undertakings 
in  an  acuter  form  even  than  at  the  Government  plantations, 
and  that  therein,  rather  than  in  approaching  exhaustion,  lies 
the  reason  of  the  marked  diminution  in  the  Java  cinchona 
exports  which  has  been  observed  this  season. 

Concentrating  Sulphuric  Acid. 

'  Owing  to  the  excessively  high  price  of  platinum,  sulphuric" 
acid  manufacturers  are  now  seriously  turning  their  attention 
to  the  use  of  glass  vessels  for  evaporation  of  the  acid,  and 
several  improvements  upon  old  existing  apparatus  have 
recently  been  made  with  the  object  of  expediting  evaporation 
and  saving  heat.  In  the  apparatus  the  evaporating-vessels 
are  arranged  on  the  same  cascade  system  which  is  employed 
for  lixiviating  black  ash— i.e.,  there  is  a  terrace  of  the  vessels, 
the  weak  acid  going  into  the  top  one  and  descending  through 
each  of  those  below  it.  Arrangements  have  now  been  in- 
troduced for  carrying  the  acid  from  the  lip  of  the  one  vessel 
down  to  the  bottom  of  the  other,  and  it  is  possible  in  a  space 
of  12  feet  square  sto  have  the  plant  for  the  concentration  of 
30  tons  of  1850  acid  per  week.  The  acid  meets  with  an 
increasing  heat  as  it  becomes  concentrated,  and  the  waste 
gases  from  the  fire  and  the  vapours  from  the  acid-pans  are 
kept  separate,  so  that  the  former  are  used  to  do  the  initial 
evaporation  in  the  leaden  pans,  and  the  latter  are  passed 
through  an  ordinary  cake-filled  chimney.  The  process  is 
said  to  work  very  economically,  and  there  is  not  that  large 
initial  expenditure  which  is  necessary  under  the  platinum 
system. 


Acid  (Oaebolic). — The  threatened  combination  has  not 
been  realised  np  to  the  present,  but  prices  are  higher  all 
round.    For  liquid  carbolic  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  quota- 
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tions  from  the  makers ;  second-hand  holders  ask  from  Is  4<Z. 
to  1*.  6d.  per  gallon  for  95-97  per  cent.  Crystals  have  risen 
to  6d.  per  lb.  for  39°-40°,  and  b\d.  per  lb.  for  34°-35°,  but 
to-day  all  offers  are  withdrawn  by  the  manufacturers. 

Acid  (Citric). — The^e  are  buyers,  it  is  said,  for  January- 
March  delivery  at  l.s  5^d.  per  lb.    The  market  is  very  quiet. 

Acid  (Tartaric). — Very  dull  and  neglected.  Small 
second-hand  sales  of  foreign  crystals  (without  B.P. 
guarantee)  are  reported  at  lid.  per  lb.  Prices  run  from  that 
figure  up  to  Is  par  lb.  for  English  (B  P.)  from  the  makers. 

Anise — Chinese  Star-anise  is  offering  at  78s.,  c.i.f.  terms, 
for  December- January  shipment.  No  business  is  reported 
this  week.  Tae  spot  quotation  is  uncertain,  but  distinctly 
lower.   Fair  Russian  anise  has  sold  at  23s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  (Tolu)  is  quiet,  and  somewhat  easier  ;  Is.  2d.  to 
Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  has  been  accepted  for  good  quality. 

Camphor  (Crude). — The  market  is  very  firm.  Holders 
of  Japanese  camphor  on  the  spot  are  inclined  to  ask  180s 
per  cwt.  The  last  business  reported  in  Japan  camphor  has 
been  at  prices  rising  from  161s.  6d.  to  165s.,  c.if.  terms — 
December  January  shipment. 

Canary-seed. — Considerable  sales  (amounting,  it  is  said, 
to  1,000  bags)  have  been  made  on  the  spot.  Turkish  at  77s., 
and  Morocco  (Tangier)  at  80s.  per  464  lbs. 

Cardamoms — There  has  been  a  strong  demand  for  car- 
damom-seed at  higher  prices;  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid 
for  fair  quality,  and  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  is  now  talked  of. 

Caustic  Soda — The  statement  that  the  Alkali  Union 
have  decreed  the  temporary  cessation  of  manufacture  has 
not  affecte  i  the  prices  up  to  the  present.  The  quotation  for 
70-per-cent  white  is  still  102.  5s.  per  ton,  f  .o.b.,  Liverpool,  and 
for  60-per  cent.,  91.  to  91.  2s.  6d.,  same  terms. 

Chemicals  (Various).— The  following  are  some  recent 
alterations  in  prices:  —Reduced— Heliotropine  to  4s.  6d  per 
oz.,  Thymol  crystals  to  lis  per  lb.  ;  Advanced — Veratrine  to 
80s  per  lb. 

Chloral  Hydrate  continues  to  be  inquired  for  at  the 
recent  improvement  in  price. 

Chlorate  op  Potash  much  higher.  Business  has  been 
done  at  8jd.  per  lb.  for  January  delivery  (a  rise  of  Id.  per 
lb.  since  ten  or  twelve  days  ago),  and  for  immediate  de- 
livery 8§d.  per  lb.  is  required.  The  price  for  February- March 
is  l\d.  to  8d ,  and  for  April- December  7\d.  per  lb. 

Galls — China  galls  are  very  firmly  held,  and  rather 
scarce  on  the  spot.  For  fair  quality  55s.  to  56s.  per  cwt. 
has  been  paid.  The  price  for  shipment  is  from  47s.  to  49s. 
per  cwt.,  "c  i.f."  terms,  according  to  position. 

Gambier. — Block  gambier  is  dull  on  the  spot,  and  at 
auction  687  bales  block  sold,  without  reserve,  at  lower  prices, 
viz.  19s.  3d  to  19s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Ginger  has  kept  very  firm,  and  sales  have  been  made 
privately  at  53s.  per  cwt.  for  washed  Cochin. 

Glycerine  is  in  demand.  Holders  generally  ask  46s  per 
cwt.  for  double  distilled  German,  s.g.  1  260. 

Gum  Acacia. —  Ohatti,  especially  in  the  finer  qualities, 
is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  a  steady  tone  prevails.  There 
have  been  some  arrivals  of  Persian  gum  (so-called  "  in- 
soluble"; from  Bushire,  and  a  considerable  business  has 
taken  place  in  these  kinds,  both  on  the  spot  and  for  arrival. 

Gum  Olibanum. — Nearly  the  whole  of  the  stock  is  in 
second  hands  now,  and  there  is  very  little  of  fine  quality 
offering.  Toe  values  are  50s.  to  55s.  per  cwt.  for  fine  pale 
drop,  and  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  quality.  Holders  are 
very  firm. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — At  the  public  auctions  on  Friday 
last  several  parcels  of  newly-imported  Bagdad  gum  were 
offered  for  sale,  but  very  little  was  disposed  of,  holders'  ideas 
being  generally  exceedingly  high.  The  few  lots  sold  brought 
a  considerable  advance,  and  hog-gum  realised  an  improve- 
ment of  about  10s.  per  cwt.  Ordinary  and  medium  kinds  of 
tragacanth  gum  are  much  sought  after.  The  following 
prices  were  paid  at  the  auctions :— Fair  firsts,  121.  10s.; 
seconds,  III.  12s.  6d  to  121  ;  good  to  fine  thirds,  81.  10s.  to 
101.  5s. ;  lower  grades,  from  11.  15s.  down  to  51.  7s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 


Indigo. — Kurpah  indigo  has  been  in  good  demand,  and 
rather  extensive  sales  have  been  made  at  an  advance  of  Hd. 
and  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  last  pnblic  sale  rata*.  There  has  been 
no  business  in  Bengal  indigo. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  has  been  an  a-rival  of  11  bales 
from  Antwerp. 

Jalap. — Good  quality  is  scarce,  ani  held  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot  for  good  Vera  Cruz. 

Musk. — A  fair  amount  of  business  is  said  to  have  been 
done  at  advancing  prices.  Tonquin :  First  pile  pods— fine 
thin  blue  skin,  at  78s.  per  oz.  (we  hear  of  some  business  in 
exceptionally  fine  qualities  at  80s.  per  oz.) ;  third  pile — fine 
thin  blue  skin,  52s.  6d. ;  good  usual  skin,  30s.  per  oz. 

Oil  op  Bay.— Expressed  oil  is  again  dearer.  Trieste  is 
practically  cleared,  and  in  Londoa  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  is 
required.  Sales  of  parcels  for  prompt  shipment  are 
repotted  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod- liver). — Rather  easier.  Business  has  been 
done  at  67s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  terms,  for  best  non -congealing 
Norwegian,  and  the  same  quality  is  offering  on  the  spot  at 
68s. 

Oils  (Essential). — Unchanged.  Lemon:  standard  Mes- 
sina brands,  8s  3d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Menthol  steady  at  lis.  to 
lis  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  American  oil  of  peppermint 
(HGH)  is  held  for  lis.  6d.  per  lb  ,  but  there  are  no  buyers  over 
lis.  3d.  per  lb.  Star-aniie  oil  is  offering,  near  at  hand,  at 
5s.  9d.  per  lb.  c.i  f.  terms.  On  the  spot  6s.  3d  to  6s.  Hd  per  lb. 
is  still  asked,  hovever.    Toe  market  is  somewhat  easier. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  very  quiet  this  week. 
Besides  small  sales  of  second  druggists'  opium  at  7s.  6d.  per 
lb.,  we  hear  of  no  transactions.  The  following,  dated 
December  10,  is  from  the  pen  of  our  Smyrna  correspondent : — 
"  Early  in  the  week  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell  all  over  the 
interior,  which  caused  speculators  to  suspend  further 
purchases,  and  small  holders  became  anxious  to  realise. 
This  enabled  an  American  house  to  buy  20  cases  of  new 
manufacturing  talequale  at  the  equivalent  of  7s  6d. 
per  lb.,  f.o.b. ;  and  we  think  it  probable  that  we  are 
on  the  eve  of  a  further  decline.  The  market  closes  weak.', 
A  Constantinople  report,  dated  December  16,  says  : — "  The 
favourable  weather  which  has  prevailed  of  late  and  the 
almost  entire  absence  of  demand  have  had  a  depressing  effect 
on  the  market ;  prices  havo  receded  to  7s  Id.  to  7s.  8d.  for 
druggists'.  Soft  shipping  grades  have  suffered  less,  owing  to 
the  low  stocks  and  the  general  report  that  little  or  nothing 
has  as  yet  been  sown  of.  these  varieties.  Their  value  to-day 
is  8s.  5d.  to  8s.  lid.,  though  if  druggists'  kinds  continue  to 
give  way  soft  grades  will  probably  follow  suit  to  some 
extent.  It  is  generally  believed  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
deficient  autumn  sowings,  the  next  crop  cannot  be  large, 
while,  if  the  spring  and  winter  sowings  are  interfered  with 
by  unfavourable  weather,  is  may  be  considerably  below  an 
average. 

Orange-peel  is  very  scarce,  and  it  is  said  to-day  that  2s. 
per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  fine  cut  Malta  ;  this  would  make  a 
considerable  advance,  but  the  highest  figure  we  are  able  to 
trace  is  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver  is  dull,  at  61.  2s.  6d.  per  bottle  from  the 
importers,  and  6d.  less  in  second-hand. 

Quinine  slightly  firmer.  Small  transactions  are  reported 
at  9§<Z.  per  oz.  for  second-hand  German  balk,  and  it  is  possible 
to  buy  at  that  price  to-day. 

Shellac  is  steadily  advancing.  At  the  auctions  only  602 
cases  were  offered,  and  350  of  these  sold,  with  good  demand, 
at  an  advance  of  Is.  to  2s  on  Orange,  and  of  fully  2s.  per 
cwt.  on  Garnet  and  Button  lacs  Tne  following  were  the 
prices  realised: — Orange,  leddish  or  ASSL,  99s.;  broken 
livery  to  fair  bright  worked,  87s.  to  92s. ;  fair  pale  unworked, 
94s. ;  hard  block  to  bright  reddish,  82s.  to  89s.  per  cwt. 
Button,  unworked  seconds,  91s. ;  thirds,  88s. ;  fourths,  81s. 
per  cwt.  Garnet,  rather  curly  and  cakey  worked  AC,  82s. 
to  83s  ;  blocky  ditto,  80s.  to  81s.  per  cwt.  Sines  the 
auctions  92s  has  been  paid  for  good  bright  second  orange  on 
the  spot,  and  94s.  for  TN,  April  delivery. 

Soy. — China  soy  is  still  rising.  The  supplies  appear  to  be 
getting  very  concentrated,  and  sales  are  reported  at  Is.  9d. 
per  gallon  for  quantities. 
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PS?  Sugae  of  Milk  is  lower,  and  miy  now  be  had  at  61*.  6d. 
per  cwt.  for  good  white  crystals  or  powder. 

Tea.— In  spite  of  the  near  approach  of  the  holidays  the  tone 
of  the  tea  market  is  well  sustained  and  dealers  are  doing  a  fairly 
steady  trade  in  the  country.  The  trade  generally  is  bare  of 
Indians  and  Ceylons  under  10d.,  in  spite  of  the  buying  that 
has  been  going  on  this  month,  when  usually  little  business  is 
done.  On  the  other  band,  some  10,000,000  lbs.  have  come 
into  the  Port  of  London  within  the  fortnight  just  expiring, 
and  as  little  if  any  of  this  has  as  yet  been  brought  to  auction, 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  we  shall  see  very  heavy  sales  early  in 
January.  An  opportunity  may  thus  be  afforded  of  getting 
into  stock  at  rather  lower  rates  than  those  prevailing  to-day. 

Tonqtjin  Beans. — From  New  York  good  Angostura  beans 
are  being  offered  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  "  c.i.f."  terms. 

Tubmekic. — A  quiet  but  unaltered  market.  Madras 
finger  has  been  sold,  in  a  small  way,  at  30s.  to  32*  ;  and  split 
Cochin  bulbs  at  9s.  to  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Bengal  root  is  held 
for  23*.  to  24s.  per  cwt. 

Wax  (Japan). — Good  pale  squares  are  firmly  held  at  40s. 
per  cwt . 

White  Lead. — The  position  is  rather  firmer,  and  there 
has  been  a  fair  amount  of  business  at  the  recent  reduction 
in  value.  Good  foreign  (Dutch  process)  offars  at  151  bs.  per 
ton,  ex  ship.  English  is  nominally  held  at  16Z.  per  ton  by 
the  combination,  and  Garman  (precipitated)  offers  as  low  as 
13Z.  15s.  per  ton. 


THE  LIVERPOOL  MARKET. 

Aloes. — Thirty  boxes  of  good  Curacao  sold  at  auction  at 
13s.  per  cwt. 

Cascaea  Saqeada. — Fifty  bales  of  recent  import  were 
offered  at  auction,  and  bought  in  at  40s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  (Acacia) — There  has  been  much  more  inquiry,  and 
sales  have  been  made  of  Ohezirah  at  33s  6d.,  Soudan  sorts, 
hard  amber,  at  65s.  to  70s.,  acid  Senegal  at  49s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — The  new  Californian  is  beginning  to  arrive,  but 
extreme  prices  are  talked  of — 52s.  to  54s.  for  white.  Chilian 
is  moving  s'eadily,  and  prices  are  firm. 

Oil  (CAsroa)  —Steady  for  good  seconds  Ca'cuttaat  2~^d. 
ex  quay,  first-pressure  French  2\}d ,  and  second-pressure 
Zid. 

Qdillaia  has  recovered  from  the  recent  decline,  and 
171.  10s.  has  been  paid  for  several  parcels. 


Speemaceti. — More  business  passing 
and  sales  of  American  at  Is.  3%d, 


Chilian,  Is.  3d , 


THE  SMYRNA  OPIUM  MARKET. 

{Telegram  from  our  Correspondent.) 

Smyrna,  Thursday  morning. 

The  market  has  been  well  sustained  this  week,  and  closes 
steadily.  The  total  sales  since  last  Thursday  amount  to 
100  cases  fair  usual  kind  of  manufacturing  opium  at  the 
parity  of  7s.  5d.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna . 


THE    NEW    YORK    DRUG  MARKET. 
(Telegram  from  our  Correspondent.) 

New  Yoek,  Wednesday  night. 
The  decline  in  Cascara  sagrada  continues.  Sales  have 
been  made  this  week  at  the  rate  of  7c.  per  lb.  Angostura 
Tonquin  bean;  are  also  again  lower,  and  miy  now  be  had  at 
$1.95  per  lb.,  or  20c.  less  than  last  week  Hotchkiss  Oil  of 
peppermint  has  become  firmer ;  and  Mexican  Sarsaparilla  is 
likewise  very  steidy  on  the  spot,  but  there  is  no  confidence 
in  the  future  of  this  drug. 

Cymene  has  been  synthetised  by  L.  Ranter.  He  started 
with  parabromotoluene  and  a  fourth  of  its  weight  of  isopropyl 
iodide. —  Chem.  Centralhalle. 


BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  CONSULS'  REPORTS. 


Bbitish  West  Indies. 

More  about  *n        C011811'  Pierce's  district  (Trinidad,  &c.) 

Lime  'uicr  tbe  l'me-inice  industry  is  at  a  very  low  ebb. 
e  1  lce-  Durijjg  the  year  1890  (the  last  published 
statement)  none  was  exported  from  Tobago,  and  the  declared 
value  at  the  Custom  house  of  the  quantity  exported  from 
Trinidad  was  only  48Z.,  all  of  which  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

A  merchant  of  Poit-of- Spain,  who  is  interesting  himself 
in  the  industry,  reports  that  raw  lime-juice  is  prepared  with 
ripe  limes  picked  in  dry  weather  and  properly  selected. 
They  should  be  cut  and  pressed  as  soon  as  possible  after 
picking — the  juice  to  be  strained  and  put  up  in  airtight 
casks  immediately.  The  principal  markets  are  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  U.  States. 

Concentrated  lime-juice  is  made  from  all  qualities  of  lime3, 
whether  ripe  or  partly  rotten,  large  and  small  all  going 
through  the  mill.  The  juice  should  be  properly  strained  and 
allowed  to  settle;  then  boiled  in  copper  kettles  on  a  slow 
fire  until  it  has  reached  the  density  required — i.e.,  60°  Twaddle 
or  about  52°  Beaume.  Great  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
allow  the  juice  to  get  scorched. 

BULGAEIA. 

Th   Oft     t  *n  1890  the  rose  plantations  in  Eastern  Rou- 
p      T   '  melia  covered  an  area  of  2,698  hectares,  or 

dustrv'    6,664  acres>  the  yield  in  that  year  being  4'167 
m  rV'     kilos,  of  otto,  or  only  about  3j  lbs  per  acre. 

The  existence  of  the  plantations  seems  to  be  compromised  by 
the  fall  which  the  prices  of  the  essence  are  yearly  experienc- 
ing. The  majority  of  the  growers  are  so  much  discouraged 
with  it  that  some  of  them  intend  to  retire  from  the  industry 
altogether. 

Japan. 

Tl  N  said  ^ne  exPor';s  °^  camphor  from  Nagasaki  shows 
p  i  1  a  considerable  falling  off — viz.,  from  40,3831 
campnor      .n  1890  tQ  22j832^  in  1891 .  but  thig  ig  partly 

r  e'  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  quantity  is 
shipped  to  Kobe,  and  from  there  sent  to  the  United  States 
by  sailing  vessels  ;  the  duties  are  paid  in  Kobe,  the  camphor 
being  sent  from  Nagasaki  in  bond.  The  Japanese  methods 
of  adulteration  and  increasing  the  weight  by  moisture 
greatly  interfere  with  business  in  this  article,  leaving  foreign 
merchants  no  firm  basis  of  cost  upon  which  to  base  their 
calculations. 

p  ,  The  camphor  laurel  is  found  in  the  provinces  of 
amp  r.  rj»oga)  Hing'a,  and  Satsuma,  in  the  south  of  the 
country.  The  wood  is  excellent  for  shipbuilding,  and  large 
groves  of  the  trees  are  owned  by  the  Japanese  Government. 
The  gum  is  transported  in  junks  to  Hiogo,  but  no  reliable 
information  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion, nor  can  the  average  percentage  of  gum  ob'ained  from 
the  wood  be  ascertained,  the  only  foreigner  known  to  have 
visited  the  camphor  districts  having  declined  to  give 
information  on  the  subject. 

Camphor  is  found  alike  on  high  elevations  and  in  the 
valleys  and  lowlands.  It  is  a  hardy,  vigorous,  loDg-lived  tree, 
and  flourishes  in  all  situations. 

Many  of  these  trees  attain  an  enormous  size.  There  are  a 
number  in  the  vicinity  of  Nagasaki  which  measure  ten  or 
twelve  feet  in  diameter.  The  ancient  temple  of  Osuwa,  at 
Nagasaki,  is  situated  in  a  magnificent  grove  of  many  hundreds 
of  grand  old  camphor-trees,  which  are  of  great  age  and  size 
and  still  beautiful  and  vigoroup.  It  is  stated  that  there  are 
trees  at  other  places  in  Kin  Siu  measuring  as  much  as  20  feet 
in  diameter.  The  body  or  trunk  of  the  tree  usually  runs  up 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  without  limbs,  then  branching  out  in  all 
directions,  forming  a  well-proportioned,  beautiful  evergreen 
tree. 

Samoa. 

If  the  British  Government  oould  get  Mr.  Robert  Louis. 
Stevenson  to  act  as  consul  at  Samoa,  what  a  demand  there 
would  be  for  his  reports,  and  how  the  Stevenson  enthusiasts 
p  would  rave  about  the  master's  diction  in  regard 

™  '  to  copra,  which  is  the  principal  article  of 
export  1  List  year  the  declared  value  of  the  article  ex- 
ported was  25,160Z.,  or  more  than  double  of  1890. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

Always  send  your  proper  name  and  address:  v-  do  not,  publish  themunltsi 
you.  wish:  if  you  do  not,  please  use  a  distinctive  :iora-de-plume. 

Write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only:  and  devote  a  seprirate  piece  of  paper 
to  each  query  if  you  ask  more  than  one,  or  if  you  j.re  writing,  about  other 
matters  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  send  us  newspapers,  please  mark  what  you  Irish  us  to  read. 

Ask  us  anything  of  pharmaceutical  interest:  we  shall  do  ou~  best  to  reply, 

Before  writing  for  formula  consult  the  last  volume,  if  you  have  it. 

Liters,  queries.  &c,  will  be  attended  to  in  the  order  received.. 


Chemists'  Wives  and  Chemists'  Assistants. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  purpose  in  continuing  this 
disoussion.  The  letters  we  receive  are  little  else  than  repeti- 
tions of  those  already  published.  The  following  indicate 
the  character  of  them. 

185/26.  Bardolph  assures  us  of  his  preference  for  a  situa- 
tion in  a  bachelor's  establishment. 


186/30.  Gentian  has  read  "  A  Chemist's  Wife's  "  letter  in 
our  last  issue  with  disgust.  He  is  not,  he  says,  a  grumbling 
assistant,  bat  a  full-blown  "  boss,"  so  he  claims  to  speak 
from  an  independent,  platform.  "  Gentian  "  then  gives  some 
facts  from  his  own  experience,  and  criticises  "  Mrs. 
Chemist's  "  letter  in  detail.  He  concludes  :  " '  Mrs.  Chemist's  ' 
views,  though  delivered  with  much  spirit,  are  but  the  ex- 
pression of  an  individual  opinion,  and  I  am  not  highly  im- 
pressed with  the  individual.  The  opinions  of  those  human 
beings  who  see  nothing  but  good  in  themselves,  arid  nothing 
but  evil  in  other  people,  are  naturally  repulsive," 


186/70.  Videns  et  Gredem  favours  us  with  his  comments 
at  considerable  length  on  the  letters  of  "  A  Chemist's  Wife  " 
and  her  husband.  He  is  civil  towards  the  lady  and  gentle- 
man, but  we  do  not  find  any  points  in  his  letter  to  quote. 


Three  of  our  correspondents  plunge  into  poetry.  One 
(&.  C.  O.  182/62)  sends  us  eleven  verses  describing  the 
assistants  and  the  wives  of  the  future.  The  following  are 
specimen  stanzas : — 

Assistants  in  that  happy  time 

Were  all  well  bred  and  gents: 
No  winking  at  the  servant  maid — 

Oh,  no  I  they'd  far  more  sense* 

The  chemist's  wife  —a  lady  then, 

Perfection  of  her  sort- 
Assistants  didn't  treat  as  men 

Who  from  Seven  Dials  were  brought. 

To  patronise  assistants  then 

She  knew  she  never  dare, 
And  didn't  offer  once  a  week, 

As  a  treat,  a  penny  pear. 


Another  poem  is  only  nine  verses  long.  It  is  written  by 
"  an  assistant "  and  is  entitled  "  The  Desserted  Pharmacy." 
The  writer  appears  to  be  satirical  at  the  expense  of  his 
fellow-assistants  who  think  they  do  not  enjoy  enough  luxu- 
ries.   This  is  the  style : — 

"  Williams,  oome  here,  and  do  be  quick. 

Ah  yes  I  in  the  kitchen — that's  an  old  trick." 
"  Sir,  I  went  there  to  fetch  a  plate. 

Dessert,  by  the  way,  is  somewhat  late." 


Will  Power  contributes  eleven  verses,  the  joke  consisting 
in  the  chemist's  wife  offering  the  assistant  a  dish  of  fruit 


from  Pears'  Annual  as  dessert.  The  first  and  the  tenth 
verses  will  serve  as  specimens  of  the  workmanship : — 

Listen  to  a  tale  of  woe, 

Hearken  to  a  tale  of  strife  ; 
Mind,  I  don't  include  the  governor, 

But  it  is  his  precious  wife.. 
Now,  are  insults  such  a  store, 

Lightly  to  be  borne  1 
Brothers,  are  assistants  for 

A  chemist's  wife  to  scorn  ? 


188/68.  A  Minor  man  has  been  much  amused  by  the 
correspondence  on  this  subject,  but  he  thinks  most  sensible 
persons  will  agree  with  him  that  the  comfort  of  the  indoor 
assistant  is  not  likely  to  be  improved  by  such  cotrespondence. 
He  pities  the  chemist's  wife,  and  he  disputes  at  great  length 
the  opinions  of  "  Londinensis."  He  has  sometimes  made  silly 
remarks  to  the  servants,  he  has  never  flirted  with  the 
daughters,  but  he  does  now  play  at  whist  with  his  employer 
and  his  family. 


187/39.  Antipyrin  agrees  that  it  is  chiefly  the  assistant's 
fault  if  he  is  treated  otherwise  than  a  gentleman.  He  is 
fully  satisfied  with  indoor  situations,  and  is  certain  that 
"  Londinensis  "  is  wrong  as  regards  assistants.  Anyone  who 
has  served  an  apprenticeship  would  surely  know  how  to  seal 
a  cork,  spread  a  plaster,  or  silver  a  pill. 


188/25.  Cochlearia  is  sorry  to  see  "A  Chemist's  Wife " 
writing  in  such  caustic  terms  against  assistants,  and  he  ex- 
claims interrogatively,  "  When  she  condemns  the  assistants' 
knowledge  as  rotten  to  the  core,  surely  she  does  not  include 
us  all  ?  I  am  quite  well  aware  that  her  letter  is  perfectly 
justifiable  in  the  main,  but  to  include  all  chemists' assistants 
as  absurd  grumblers  is  unjust  and  unfair,  and  to  be  classed  as 
forgers,  liars,  drunkards,  and  thieves  is  repugnant  to  any 
sober-minded  person." 

We  are  rather  inclined  to  sympathise  with  the  sober- 
minded  person  in  this  respect.  It  would  be  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  most  of  us,  sober-minded  or  not,  to  be 
described  by  a  lady  as  forgers,  liars,  drunkards,  or  thieves. 


188/51.  6.  Relwof  wishes  to  explain  that  when  he  said  he 
felt  sorry  for  the  husband,  he  was  not  referring  to  the  wife. 
He  is  sure  any  man  would  be  proud  of  so  able  a  wife.  But 
he  is  still  of  opinion  that  "  Londinensis  "  is  to  be  pitied  ;  his 
experience  is  surely  unique.  Who  can  help  feeling  sorry  for 
a  man  who  has  so  little  knowledge  of  human  nature  as  to  be 
the  dupe,  time  after  time,  of  the  "drunkard,  the  thief,  and 
the  motley  crew."  It  was  the  exposure  of  the  business  capa- 
cities of  her  husband  by  "  A  Chemist's  Wife "  that  made 
Mr.  Relwof  feel  sorry  for  the  man. 


189/47.  Audi  Alteram  Partem  seems  astonished  that 
"  Chemist's  Wife  "  should  have  had  the  assurance  to  write  a 
second  time  after  being  so  completely  demolished.  "  The 
lady's  literary  talents,"  he  says,  "are  far  more  fitted  for 
making  out  her  weekly  washing-list  than  writing  letters  to 
The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist."  Further  on  he  adds,  "The 
lady's  husband  evidently  wrote  while  smarting  under  the 
criticism  of  her  letter  which  appeared  in  your  former  issue  ; 
but  it  would  have  been  a  little  more  courteous  on  his  part  to 
have  left  a  small  margin  for  competent  men,  of  whom  there 
are  some  in  the  trade,  although  they  may  not  have  found 
their  way  to  his  world-renowned  pharmacy." 


191/60.  An  Old  Hand  deals  with  the  really  important 
question  involved— namely,  the  alleged  deterioration  of  the 
modern  chemist's  assistant — more  seriously,  and  his  letter  is 
worthy  of  more  space.  He  thanks  the  "  Chemist's  Wife  "  for 
her  letter,  which  is  of  great  literary  merit.  It  is  many  years 
(he  proceeds)  since  I  was  an  assistant.  My  posts  were  indoor 
ones,  and  I  look  back  on  those  years  as  not  the  least  happy 
ones  of  my  life.  I  held  but  two  situations  ;  the  first  I  left 
with  regret,  the  second  brought  me  a  partnership  after  five 
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years'  service,  and  a  few  years  later  the  whole  business,  for 
my  paitDer  retired. ' 

Although  some  of  us  were  perfectly  happy,  there  were 
others  who  were  not  so,  and  their  unreasonable  complainings 
and  objectionaole  ways  were  so  disagreeable  that  I  decided 
I  would  never  have  indoor  assistants  could  I  help  it.  Suc- 
ceeding to  a  busiaess  where  never  fewer  than  four  assistants 
have  been  employed,  my  experience  as  principal  is  greater 
than  as  assistant. 

Daring  the  past  twenty- five  years  many  assistants  have 
come  and  gone,  amongst  whom  were  all  kinds  ranging  from 
excellent  to  vile,  including  every  kind  so  well  described  by 
"A  Chemist's  Wife"  and  "  Londinenois."  Years  ago  I  had 
little  difficulty  in  securing  men  who  fitted  my  work— seldom 
had  I  to  try  a  second  time;  but  as  time  passed,  good  men 
became  scarce,  and  the  scarcity  grows  with  time.  Now  I 
have  to  put  up  with  some  whom  formerly  I  should  have 
changed  before  the  expiration  of  the  trial  moott).  If  good 
is  to  result  from  this  discussion,  we  must  try  to  trace  the 
cause  of  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  things,  and,  if  possible, 
find  a  remedy.  The  commencement  of  the  scarcity  of  good 
all-round  men  was  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Poisons 
Act.  Many  of  the  best  men  left  the  trade ;  the  poor  ones, 
not  having  ability  to  strike  out  into  a  new  line,  remained. 
Another  cause  of  the  scarcity  is  that  chemists  with  first- 
class  businesses  have  ceased  to  take  apprentices,  conse- 
quently youths  enterirg  the  trade  get  into  small  buying  and 
selling  shops,  where  they  have  no  opportunity  of  gainiog 
either  technical  knowledge  or  manipulative  skill.  After  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  apprenticeship,  these  youths  enter 
a  pharmaceutical  school,  aul  by  application  and  good  teach- 
ing get  sufficient  knowledge  and  practice  to  pass  the  Minor. 
This  done  they  forthwith  advertise  for  a  senior's  post.  Now 
come  their  difficulties  and  their  master's  misery.  The  little 
knowledge  and  practice  gained  in  the  school,  which  first 
carried  then  over  the  pass,  is  of  very  little  use  in  actual 
practice.  They  understand  scarcely  anything,  bungle  every- 
thing they  touch,  are  afraid  of  asking  qaest  oas  lest  they 
expose  their  ignorance,  and  are  a  constant  darjger  needing 
incessant  supervision. 

My  opinion  is  that  this  uasatisfactory  state  of  things  will 
continue  so  long  as  aporentices  are  excluded  from  the  best 
businesses.  The  remedy  is  that  we  reopen  our  shops  to 
apprentices  and  train  up  for  ourselves  efficieDt  assistants. 


187/61.  Assistant  fails  to  penetrate  the  use  of  this  con- 
troversy in  which  no  remedy  is  broached.  What  is  necessary 
is  organisation.  Let  all  assistants  combine.  He  does  not 
agree  with  the  idea  of  both  chemists  and  assistants  uniting 
in  one  body.  If  employers  wish  to  form  a  combination 
amongst  them  elves  let  them  do  so,  but  it  is  essential  that 
assistants  should  form  a  separate  federation. 


188/47.  A  Sufferer  cannot  help  feeling  sorry  for  poor 
Mrs  Chemist,  although  there  are  some,  possibly  many,  who 
may  think  she  deserves  the  ignominious  pulverising  she  has 
received.  She  is  a,  typical  chemist's  wife  ;  she  wonders  why 
a  common  assistant  should  desire  a  soft  bed,  why  he  should 
presume  to  be  comfortable.  Let  her  look  more  after  the 
commissariat  department — dinner  punctually,  and  properly 
cooked — visit  the  assistant's  bedroom  occasionally,  and  see 
that  he  has  clean  towels,  a  mirror  on  which  he  cannot  write 
his  name,  drinking-water  that  is  not  a  month  old,  sheets  that 
are  more  white  than  black,  and  an  extra  blanket  or  two  in 
the  cold  season  ;  then  she  may  get  a  gentleman. 


Patent  medicine  Prescribing. 

A  correspondent  signing  himself  "  Wales  "  (139/29)  sends 
us  a  letter  written  by  the  proprietors  of  "  Clarke's  World- 
famed  Medicines,"  Lincoln,  to  a  patient  who  appears  to  have 
written  to  them  for  advice.  They  say  "  Have  duly  forwarded 
case  of  mixture  as  requested.  Take  according  to  directions, 
refrain  from  all  stimulants,  and  live  substantially  on  good 
plain  food.  Salt  meats  should  be  avoided,  also  tobacco 
except  sparingly.  Report  progress  when  finished."  (The 
concluding  sentence  is  mournfully  suggestive.)  Our  corre- 
spondent thinks  the  proprietors  ought  to  refer  customers  to 


retail  sources  of  supply.  We  can  imagine  the  answer  which 
they  might  make  to  this  complaint. 

Don't  Speculate  in  Iodine. 

173/41  B.  S.  writes  that  not  many  years  since  he  bought 
iodine  at  a  little  over  3d.  per  oz.  The  available  stocks  were 
then  a  mere  fraction  of  what  they  are  at  the  present  time, 
and  even  at  that  very  low  price  no  new  outlet  was  found  for 
the  article,  and  the  somewhat  increased  sales  at  that  time 
were  clearly  the  outcome  of  speculation  only.  If  there 
should  be  a  break  in  the  syndicate  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  would  be  a  regular  deluge  of  iodine  forced  upon  the 
market  for  sale,  and  it  would  become  quite  unsaleable. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Future. 

Sie, —  As  the  Society  stands  at  present,  it  appears  to  me, 
as  a  member,  a  very  badly  represented  body.  The  present 
members  of  the  Council  are  very  able  and  good  men,  no 
doubt,  but  they  do  not  set  forward  the  general  opinions  or 
interests  of  the  trade  at  large. 

Chemists  !  I  appeal  to  you  all,  as  a  middle-aged  member, 
define  it  as  you  like,  scientific,  professional,  or  trading,  we 
are  or  ought  to  be  one.  Let  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  be 
our  head.  None  but  chemists  or  men  following  that  calling, 
and  knowing  its  ins  and  outs,  should  have  anything  to  do 
with  it  as  regards  managing  it.  Its  clerks  should  be  junior 
chemists  or  senior  members.  Let  it  also  be  our  union,  and 
as  it  goes  by  vote,  it  is  in  our  hands  to  control ;  join  the 
Society  and  shape  it  to  your  liking. 

My  suggestions  are  : — 

1.  Let  there  be  not  less  than  one  member  for  each  town 
(all  chemists,  of  course),  each  one  having  a  vote,  and  one  to 
four  chemist  members  for  each  county,  as  some  counties 
have  large  towns. 

2.  Let  the  county  members  attend  two  or  four  meetings 
annually,  at  Bloomsbury  Square,  as  delegates,  or  what  you 
like  to  call  them. 

3.  From  these  county  members  elect  your  Council. 
Gentlemen,  when  these  lines,  more  or  less  doubtful,  are 

adopted,  we  shall  get  a  true  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  a 
real  interest  taken  in  all  business  matters. 
November  28  A  Chemist.  (176/30.) 


Syr.  Ferri  Iodidi. 
Sir, —  la  reply  to  -  Pharmacist"  (225/29),  I  should 
think  it  probable  that  he  used  too  much  heat  to  the  iron 
and  iodine.  I  made  some  yesterday,  and  the  solution  of 
iodide  of  iron,  after  boiling  with  the  quantity  of  syrup 
ordered,  was  a  clear  sea-green  when  filtered.  Only  a  little 
heat  is  required  to  cause  chemical  action. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Highbury,  Dec.  6.  H.  Graham. 


Old-time  Compounding. 

Sir, — Last  week  I  had  to  make  up  some  horse-powders 
from  an  old  farrier's  recipe-book,  and,  on  looking  over  it, 
came  to  a  fearful  and  wonderful  prescription  which  I  am 
glad  I  did  not  have  to  dispense.  It  was  evidently  a  recipe 
for  some  kind  of  "  oils."    I  give  it  exactly  as  copied : — 


Oil  of  anniseed   Gd. 

„    buckthorn  ..  Zd. 

„    rhodiam     ..    Zd. 

Bntyr  antimony  .  Zd. 

Oil  of  man   Zd. 

„    rat  M    3</. 

„    lime   ...      ..       ..  Zd. 

Toad's  powder  -      ..      «  Zd. 


I  have  heard  of  "  oil  of  man,"  but  what  are  "  oil  of  rat  * 
and  "  toad's  powder  "  ?  "  Oil  of  lime  "  is  an  instance  of  how 
words  get  corrupted  through  careless  writing.  On  looking 
back  I  found  the  recipe  from  which  this  was  evidently  a 
copy,  as  there  it  was  spelt  "  time." 

Yours  faithfully, 

Malvern,  Dec.  2.  L.  L.  Stroud. 


Sir, — I  recently  came  across  a  book  which  may  possibly 
be  the  origin  of  many  of  the  extraordinary  orders  which  are 
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from  time  to  time  presented  at  a  chemist's  counter.  The 
full  title  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  Horsekeeper's  Rsceipt  Book,  containing  the  art  of 
managing  a  team,  breaking  and  citching  Wild  Colts, 
managing  a  stone  horse  for  the  season,  and  savage  horses 
and  wild  colts,  with  Cares  for  the  Grease." 

[Here  follows  a  picture  of  a  horse.] 
"  Also  How  to  Prepare  Oiled  Seeds  and  Scents  to  make  a 
horse  mind  yon. 

"J.  W.  Savill,  Dunmow,  Essex.  1868. 
"Revised  by  a,  practical  Chemist"  [!!?]. 
In  this  precions  volume  occur  tbe  following : — 'Sullen- 
tine,"  "  Oil  of  Vidgio,"  "  Oil  of  Aaron,"  "  Tincture  of  Lyttee  " 
(tr.  canthar.  ?),  "  Hit  the  horse  on  the  Wallow?,"  •'  Put  some 
on  tbe  Dirtfin,"  and  many  other  equally  explicit  words  and 
phrases.  Yours  truly, 

An  "  Unpractical  "  Chemist.  (190/50.) 


The  Questionable  Post- cards. 

Mr.  A.  Honiatt,  35  Junction  Road,  received  the  following 
innocent-looking  letter  last  July,  accompanied  by  a  postal 
older  for  Is.  3d. : — 

12  Achilles  Road, 

Weft  Hampstead, 

30/7/91. 

Dear  Sir, — Tou  used  to  sell  an  excellent  "  Bitter  Tonic  "  when  I  was 
living  near  Junction  Road.  If  you  still  sell  the  same  thing,  please  send  me 
a  bottle  by  post,  as  I  live  too  far  away  to  fetch  it.  I  enclose  Is.  Zd.  for 
medicine  and  postage.  Yours  sincerely, 

A.  Woodward. 

The  article  was  sent,  duly  stamped,  as  sold  over  tbe 
counter.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  address  is  similar  to 
that  on  the  post  cards  we  have  previously  published,  but  a 
different  name  appeared. 


Mr.  G.  R.  Lawreiice,  Rhyl,  sends  us  the  following  post 
caid,  and  asks  if  it  corresponds  with  the  others  we  have 
received : — 

Will  Messrs.  Lawrence  &  Co.  kindly  favour  me  with  their  price-list  of 
their  special  remedies— saih  as  nerve-tooie,  for  the  hearing,  &c.  &c.  ? 

Youis  truly, 

(Rev.)  John  Davies. 

8  Clarmont  Ek.,  Shrewsbury. 


Stock  Labels  and  Medic. ne  stattp  Duty. 

Sir,— Our  printing  houses  seem  lax  respecting  the  liability 
or  otherwise  of  their  stock  labels.  Some  time  ago  I  ordered 
a  stock  label  "  Cod-liver  Oil  Emulsion  with  Hypopbosphites." 
I  was  assured  by  the  traveller  there  was  no  liability.  I  used 
tbe  label,  and  have  lately  paid  to  the  Inland  Revenue  a  miti- 
gated penalty  of  11 ,  as  the  label  referred  to  treatment  of 
scrofulous  and  consumptive  cases,  &c ,  and  spoke  of  the 
medicinal  properties,  &c.  The  house  say  '  tbe  label  is  liable 
to  stamp-duty."  On  asking  their  traveller  since,- he  distinctly 
asserts  it  is  "  not  liable." 

It  seems  to  me  the  study  of  the  liability  of  labels  is 
distinctly  the  province  of  the  printers,  who  should  offer 
distinct  warnirgs  with  liable  stock  labels. 

Yours  truly, 

Simul.  (190/47.) 

Eeturns. 

Sib, —  If  my  confreres  have  ps  much  worry  and  annoyance 
over  their  empties  as  I  do,  it  may  account  for  the  number  of 
young  baldheads  in  our  ranks.  I  never  fail  to  register  the 
facts,  get  signatures  of  carriers  and  invariably  advise  the 
house,  yet  the  amount  of  coriespocdence  necessary  before  I 
get  a  credit-note,  and  then  sometimes  sent  under  protest,  is 
almost  as  costly  as  the  value  of  the  returns,  with  great 
atnryance  in  the  bargain. 

Would  it  not  be  well  if  wholesale  houses  generally  were  to 
fasten  tallies  or  cards  on  the  irjside  of  lids  or  covers  with 
their  names  aud  addresses  on  as  well  as  on  the  address-label 
outside?  The  excuse  is  generally  the  address-label  had 
"  come  cfi."   The  slight  extra  trouble  to  th3  wholesale  house 
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might  save  the  retailer  a  good  deal  of  delay  and  vexation, 
both  of  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  wholesale  to  avoid. 

Yours  truly, 

Reconciled.  (19(747.) 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 

The  opinions  of  practical  readers  are  invited  on  subjects  discusui 
under  this  heading. 


171/36.  Kino. — Your  seniors  were  wrong.  Infus.  quassias 
cone.  (1  to  7)  was  prescribed,  and  ought  to  have  been  dis- 
pensed undiluted. 


Magnes.  Carb.  in  Mixtures. 

Sir, — The  following  prescription  was  handed  in  by  a 
customer  to  be  dispensed  : — 


Bism.  trisnit   fx.  80 

Hag.  carb.       . .       , .       . .       . .       . ,  9i j. 

Soda?  bicarb   Si- 
Acid,  bydrocy.  dil   Ttlxii. 

Aq.  ad   Sviij. 


When  mag.  carb.  is  prescribed,  is  it  the  custom  to  use 
m.  c.  pond,  or  m.  c.  levis.  1  I  ust  d  the  former,  and  a  com- 
plaint was  made  that  the  bottle  did  not  contain  nearly  so 
much  of  the  "white  powder"  as  when  made  up  in  Sheffield 
previously.  Nottingham.  (181/66) 


How  Much  Pot.  lodid.  P 
should  be  used  in  the  following  ?— 

Pot.  bromid  "^W. 

„  iodid.   q.s. 

Liq.  hydrarg.  perchlor.   3V.;- 

Aq.  ad     ..   Jviij. 

S. :  ?ss.  ter  die. 

Castor  (26/120.) 

[As  much  of  a  gr.  v.  to  Jj. -solution  as  will  re-dissolve  the 
precipitate  of  mercuric  ioarde. — Ed.  C.    B  ] 


An  Explosive  Powder. 

Sib, — I  don't  know  if  it  is  generally  known  amongst 
assistants  in  the  trade  that  chlorate  of  potash  and  tannin, 
when  mixed  together  in  a  mortar,  are  explosive,  but  having 
been  the  unfortunate  victim  of  a  rather  serious  accident 
resulting  from  that  operation,  I  thought  it  might  be  advis- 
able to  warn  others  of  tbe  danger  who  might,  in  a  hurried 
moment  commit  the  same  mistake  as  myself,  and  perhaps 
on  a  larger  scale.  Pot.  chlor.  5ij.  and  tannin  5  j.  were  ordered 
by  a  dentist,  which  the  patient;  was  to  mix  with  warm  water 
and  use  as  a  mouth-wash. 

December  14.  Junior.  (190/2.) 

[See  "The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  pp.  201,  202.— Ed. 
C.  #  Z>.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Consult Alpe's  "■Bandy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty"  in  regard  to  patent 
medicine  questions. 

General  information  regarding  the  laws  affecting  chemists  and  druggists 

is  printed  in  Thb  Ohbhists' and  Druggists'  Diary,  1893. 
For  stamp  duties,  licences.  Customs  regulations,  &c,  set  tht  Diary 


187/41.  Cinnamon  —Ask  two  or  three  of  your  principal 
creditors  to  meet  you  in  consultation. 


190/47.  Alive  is  a  diplomaed  dentist  and  chemist.  He 
has  two  shops.  He  has  a  manager  who  conducts  one  busi- 
ness while  "  alive"  looks  after  the  other;  but  they  change 
about.  Manager  is  not  a  registered  dentist,  but  be  is  a 
gocd  operator.  "Alive"  asks,  "Can  the  Medical  Council 
touch  such  a  case?"   Their  notice  to  e'entistp,  a  copy  of 
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which  we  published  on  December  3,  distinctly  implies  that 
"  Alive "  is  "  liable  to  be  treated  as  having  been  guilty  of 
infamous  or  disgraceful  conduct  in  a  professional  respect, 
and  to  have  his  name  erased  from  the  Dentists'  register.'' 
The  Medical  Council  are  advised,  we  supposed,  by  competent 
lawyers,  but  this  notice  of  theirs  seems  to  us  outrageous. 
The  Dentists  Act  does  not  prohibit  the  employment  of  un- 
qualified assistants  nor  the  practice  of  dentistry  by  un- 
qualified persons ;  but  tbe  Medical  Coancil  threaten  to 
gain  the  same  end  by  the  exercise  of  discretionary  powers  in 
this  arbitrary  manner,  thus  leaving  their  victim  with  only 
the  remedy  of  a  tremendous  lawsuit  if  he  objects. 

Not  Liable  to  Duty. — A  chemist  sent  the  following  label 
to  Somerset  House  and  was  informed  that  it  did  not  render 
the  pills  liable  :— "  McK.  &  R.  Capsuled  Pills.  Trade  mark 
registered.  Anti-rheumatic  or  Alterative.  McKesson  & 
Robbins,  manufacturing  chemists,  New  York."  Another 
similar  label,  but  with  the  words  "  Anti-diarrhcetic  or  Cor- 
rective," instead  of  "  Anti- rheumatic  or  Alterative,"  was 
also  marked  "Not  liable."  The  trade-mark  appeared  on 
both  labels. 


188/53.   Rmticus. — We  should  say  not  liable. 


193/39.  Bankrupt. — Where  there  have  been  mutual  credits 
between  a  bankrupt  and  a  creditor,  it  is  provided  by 
section  38  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act  of  1883  that  the  balance 
only  is  to  be  paid  or  proved  for,  as  the  case  may  be.  If  yon 
are  a  creditor  you  are  entitled  to  set  off  the  debt  due  to  you 
and  prove  for  the  balance. 


191/74.  Ely. — Where  more  money  is  paid  than  is  actually 
due,  the  question  whether  it  can  be  recovered  back  depends 
whether  the  money  was  paid  under  a  mistake  of  law  or  a 
mistake  of  fact.  Money  paid  under  a  mistake  of  law  cannot 
be  recovered  back,  but  money  paid  under  a  mistake  of  fact 
can  be  so  recovered.  In  your  case  the  amount  overpaid  to 
the  assistant,  being  merely  a  clerical  error  in  the  cheque, 
can  be  recovered.  The  best  way  will  be  to  sue  for  it  as 
money  overpaid  and  as  money  had  and  received  to  the  use 
of  the  plaintiff. 


191/41.  N.  E.  B. — We  do  not  know  of  any  law  to  compel 
you  to  certify  to  the  service  of  your  apprentice,  but  it  would 
be  undignified  and  unjust  on  your  part  if  you  were  to  refuse 
to  certify  to  a  fact  as  revenge  for  an  apprentice's  behaviour. 
They  are  all  more  or  less  troublesome. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 

Inquirers  will  please  read  the  "  Memoranda  for  Correspondent!." 

For  all  particulars  regarding  educational  and  Examinational  matters,  refit 

to  our  issue  of  September  17, 1892. 
Replies  to  queries  are  inserted  according  to  the  space  open  in  any  week,  mni 

insertion  on  any  specific  date  cannot  be  guaranteed. 
Back  numbers  of  our  weekly  issue,  containing  formula,  4x.,  occasionally 

referred  loin  answers,can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher  at  Hd.  each, 


177/38.  Sem.  Anisi.—No  official  statistics  of  the  various 
kinds  of  seed  produced  or  impoited  into  this  country  are 
published.  The  BoaTd  of  Trade  statistics  take  cognisance  of 
a  very  few  of  the  principal  articles,  and  if  you  will  get  a 
copy  of  these  returns  (published  by  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode, 
London),  they  may  give  you  some  slight  information  that 
may  be  of  use  to  you.  But  nearly  all  medicinal  seeds  are 
included  in  "  unenumerated  articles."  Most  foreign  coun- 
tries publish  official  statistics  of  the  quantities  and  values 
of  the  various  articles  exported,  and  many  business  firms  do 
the  same.  But  it  is  not  easy  to  procure  such  sources  ot 
information  here.  From  our  1893  Diaby  you  may  glean 
something;  but  the  best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  go  carefully 
through  our  back  numbers,  in  which  you  will  find  a  vast 
amount  of  statistical  and  other  infoimation  scattered  through 
the  Trade  Reports,  Foreign  and  Colonial  News,  Consn's' 
Reports,  and  other  sections. 


171/6.  Bupar  (Kimberley). — We  have  not  yet  succeeded  in 
identifying  the  roots  you  sent  us.  It  is  not  easy  to  came 
such  a  specimen  unless  at  least  some  elementary  informa- 
tion is  given  concerning  the.  plant  which  yields  it.  If 
possible,  some  of  the  flowers  or  leaves  should  be  sent. 


238/5.  J.  W.  (Burnham).— Paste  Vermin  killer— The 
following  is  a  suitable  combination  for  placing  in  wheat- 


stacks  : — 

Tartar  emetic   31j. 

Powdered  squill    3ij. 

Carbonate  of  barium        ..       ..       ..  Jss. 

Roast-beef  dripping. .       ..      ..  .. 

Mis  intimately. 


171/47.  Manchester. — The  Cheap  Liquid  Glue  which  you 
refer  to  is  probably  that  made  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid 
on  glue.  To  make  this,  take  1  lb.  of  glue  or  gelatine,  and 
soak  in  16  oz.  of  water  until  soft ;  then  melt  by  standing 
tbe  jar  in  a  pan  of  boiling  water  ;  when  liquid,  add  gradually, 
and  with  constant  stirring,  4  oz.  of  nitric  acid.  Effervescence 
takes  place,  and  the  heat  is  to  be  continued  until  it  ceases 
and  the  glue  is  free  from  the  odour  of  nitrous  acid. 

171/4.  C. — You  may  dye  the  white  buckskin  gloves  of  a 
tan  colour  with  tanners'  liquor  made  from  oak- bark. 


175/63.  D.  P.  Stevens. — Perhaps  Stevenson  &  Howell's 
"Aerated  Waters,  Cordials,  &c."  will  best  suit  your  purpose. 
There  are  few  modern  books  on  home-made  wines. 


176/58.  Ponffo.—We  are  obliged  to  Mr.  H.  Campbell,  of 
Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham,  for  the  followirg  formula  for 
Mist.  Bismuth,  c  Ac.  Hydrocyanic  :  — 


Bismuthi  carb.        ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  v. 

Sodii  bicarb.  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  gr.  x. 

Acid,  hydrocyan.  dil   TI1.iij. 

Mucil.  tragacanth.   ..    3j- 

Aq.  cimphor.  ad    5j. 

M. 


176/35.  Disinfectant. — We  cannot  recall  any  special 
article  on  the  subject,  you  should  tell  us  exactly  what  you 
want,  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  assist  you. 


176/34.  Ctipri  Sulph.— Label  for  Red  Iodide  Blister. 
— We  would  suggest  something  to  the  following  effect : — 

Horse  Blister  as  approved  by  Uading  Veterinary  Surgeons.  Of  all 
the  preparations  for  blistering  horses,  this  compound  i9  tbe  most  highly 
esteemed,  being  certain  in  action,  ctirative,  and  thoroughly  reliable.  The 
blister  may  be  used  for  sprains,  thickeaei  tendons,  wind-galls,  soft  en- 
largements, and  in  all  cases  where  the  use  of  a  vesicant  is  indicated  by 
the  veterinary  attendant. 

Directions.— Spread  the  ointment  upon  a  linen  cloth  and  apply  to  the 
affected  part,  allowing  it  to  remain  on  all  night ;  then  dress  with 
hog's  lard. 


176/72.  Importer. — The  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  is  not 
obtainable  in  London.  The  Japanese  Legation  may  be  able 
to  put  you  on  the  track. 


176/71.  W.  0.  T.  (Pari.)  —Ozonised  Cod  liver  O.l  — 
Perhaps  the  simplest  plan  of  mabiDg  this  would  ba  according 


to  the  following  formula : — 

Ozonic  ether  ..      .,  ..  3.i. 

Oil  of  cinnauon    wyi. 

Cod-liver  oil  to    3viij. 

Mix. 


The  dose  of  this  may  b3gin  at  a  tea;pooufa],  ajd  gradually  increase  to  a 
tablespoonful. 


178/61  Junior. — We  have  no  formu'te  but  those  confin- 
ing ttavesacre. 


916 


176/59.  Boots.— Distinction  between  Blood  and  Egg 
Albumen.— Make  a  10  per  cent,  eolation  of  the  albumin -in 
cold  distilled  water,  and  shake  a  portion  of  it  with  an  equal 
volume  of  ether.  Blood-albumin  does  not  coagulate,  egg- 
albumin  does  (partially). 


i76/68.  J.  A.  Barnett. — We  do  not  understand  the  pur- 
port of  your  letter,  which  appears  to  be  written  under  a 
misapprehension. 


177/59.  Burton  —(1)  Cream  of  Tartar,  B.P.,  122  grains 
will  neutralise  almost  84  grains  of  sodium  bicarbonate. 
(2)  We  are  not  personally  aware  that  it  differs. 


178/58.  M:  R. — The  best  Bleach  Liquor  for  Betailing 
is  made  by  mixing  1  lb.  of  slaked  lime  with  1  gallon  of  water, 
contained  in  a  2-gallon  earthenware  jar,  and  passing  into  the 
mixture  (slowly  at  first)  a  stream  of  chlorine  gas  generated 
from  black  oxide  of  manganese  and  hydrochloric  acid. 
When  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lime  has  dissolved  cork  the 
jar,  set  aside  until  clear,  and  decant  the  clear  liquor.  If 
this  is  not  strong  enough  for  you,  increase  the  lime  to  1£  lb. 


178/23.  Juno. — The  best  way  to  keep  citrate  of  iron  and 
quinine  mixtures  clear  is  to  use  5ij.  of  spt.  chloroformi  with 
each  drachm  of  the  citrate,  let  tne  mixture  stand  for  several 
day?,  and  filter.    If  you  must  use  an  acid,  citric  is  the  best. 


178/36.    P.  C.  F. — It  is  a  proprietary  disinfectant. 


178/33.  Canella  Alba. — Please  test  your  bismuth.  Have 
you  not  taken  up  the  calomel-bottle  in  error  ?  We  have 
known  that  to  be  done. 


180/69.  "IF.  G.  D.—lt  is  the  Jockey  Club  which  causes 
the  milkiness.  Replace  it  with  essential  oils,  and  omit  the 
castor  oil. 


180/57.    Aluminium. — Liq..  Alumin.  Acet.  Ph.  G. : — 


Grammes 

Aluminium  sulphate   ,.  30 

Acetic  acid  (30  per  cent.)   36 

Calcium  carbonate   13 

Water     ..   100 


Dissolve  the  sulphate  in  80  grammes  of  water,  add  the  acetic  acid,  and 
then  the  calcium  carbonate  mixed  with  20  grammes  of  water.  Set  aside 
in  a  warm  place  for  twenty-four  hours,  strain,  press  the  precipitate  with- 
out washing,  and  filter  the  solution. 


185/5.  Glossy. — The  Solid  Starcb  Glaze  appears  to  be 
French  chalk  made  into  a  stiff  paste  with  melted  stearin. 


272/13.  Kyloe. — (1)  Horns  are  polished  with  emery  on  a 
wheel,  and  finally  with  a  rapidly  revolving  wheel  made  up  of 
discs  of  calico.    (2)  Bubberstamp  Ink  (Bed): — 

Eosln,  BBN   ..       ..  3j. 

Water   3j. 

Spirit  ..    5  ss. 

Glycerine   *  3iiss. 

Dissolve  the  eosin  in  the  spirit  and  water,  and  add  the  glycerine. 


184/29.  Boots. — Bibbon-mk. — A  10-cent,  or  6d„  packet 
is  intended. 


184/54.  A  New  Subscriber  asks: — "What  is  the  best 
means  of  filling  in  engraved  bottles?"  We  do  not  know 
exactly  what  this  means.    Please  explain. 


171/6.  Dupar. — The  root  is  unknown  here.  We  may 
be  able  to  tiace  its  origin  Send  us  dried  specimens  of  the 
flowers  and  leaves,  or  flowu  s  and  fruit. 


[December  24,  1892. 


183/6.  Pepsin. —  Veterinary  White  Oils  j  (without 
eggs)  :— 

01.  terebinth.  . .       _    Sviij.  "v?i3 

Liq.  amnion,  fort.     ..    Siij. 

Saponis  mollis   si  v. 

Mix  and  shake  occasionally  for  four  hours;  then  add  3  pints  of .  water 
and  again  shake. 


184/39.  Dens. — Sullivan's  Cement  is  an  amalgam  of 
3  parts  precipitated  copper  and  7  of  mercury. 

276/12.  Cyclist. — The  cheapest  way  to  get  the  enamel  off 
the  bicycle  is  to  rub  most  of  it  off  with  sand- paper,  and  use 
turpentine  to  finish. 


186/42  Mikado. — To  test  the  Malt  Extracts  proceed  in 
the  following  manner: — Take  5j.  of  arrowroot  and  make  it 
into  a  mucilage  with  4  oz.  of  ooiiiBg  water.  This  is  suffi- 
cient for  one  sample  of  malt  extract.  Of  the  latter  take 
5j.  and  mix  with  5'j  of  water.  When  the  temperature  of 
the  mucilage  is  130°  F.,  add  the  malt  to  it,  and  note  how 
long  it  is  before  the  mixture  ceases  to  give  a  blue  colour 
with  aqueous  iodine.  The  best  samples  do  within  ten  minutes. 
The  iodine  solution  is  made  by  adding  a  single  drop  of  the 
tincture  to  1  oz.  of  water.  Divide  this  between  four  or  five 
test-tubes,  and  put  2  or  3  drops  of  digesting  mixture  into  a 
tube  now  and  then  until  the  end-point  is  reached.   ,j 


187/48.    Gympie. — None  of  great  importance. 


186/27.  C.  S;  B. — See  the  answer  to  another  corre' 
spondent. 


185/57.  W.  G.  G  —  Marking  ink.— See  page  622  of  the 
current  volume,  and  page  250  ot  the  last  one. 


186/54.  One  in  Doubt. — Salicylic  acid  prevents  the  fer- 
mentation of  glucose  in  balk;  but  we  question  if  anything 
will  when  it  is  added  to  tobacco :  the  surface  is  too  great. 
Replies  to  queries  must  necessarily  give  way  to  matters  of 
greater  current  interest. 


187/26.    Annatto  does  not  give  his  name. 


187/28.  J.  P.— Any  agreeable  spirituous  perfume  may 
be  used. 


182/68.  Butcher.— We  know  little  about  the  Cleaning  of 
Tripe ;  one  way  is  to  wash  it  well  with  cold  water,  then 
pass  it  through  hot  milk  of  lime,  and  again  wash. 


188/39.  Salol. — H.  Silverlock  publishes  a  handy  urine- 
testing  chart  for  Qd. 

Information  Supplied. 

Letters  have  been  rectived  from  H.  I.  Wey,  J.  T.  Birkbeck, 
and  J.  H.  Potter.  The  information  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
inquirer. 

193/58.  Liu.  Opii  Fort.  I  take  this  to  mean  "  lin.  opii 
BP.C."— Lewis  Ough. 


Information  Wanted. 

Replies  to  the  following  are  requested  by  subscribers  of  The  0hW£I8T 
ind  Druggist 

194/11.  Small  window  price  tickets:  chocolate  with  go!3 
embossed  letters    Who  are  the  makers  1 

170/15.  Yorks  would  like  a  formula  for  butter-scotch. 
Can  anyone  oblige  him  ? 

188/67.    What  is  "  polarite  "  (used  for  water-filtering)  t 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 


